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{Chriſt, a Chriſtians Life : | 


* e, A Practical- 


|| DISCOURS 


| rec. 


Believers Tike 


Perived From CHRIST, 


AN D 
Reſolved Into CHRIST. 


| Being the Subſtance ot {everal 


SERMONS, 


Preach'd by the Author upon his Recovery of 
a Fit of Sicknels, and ſince extorted from hum | if 
by tlic Importunity of Friends, 

i 
5 


—— 


_—__—_ 


j 


1 


| 


| 


— — 2 — —— — — —2 


— 


| By the late Reverend Mr. J3 Ihn Ga mm, ; 
| Miniſter of the Gol! vel, and Paſtor of a Con- | | 
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The Second Edition, Corrected and Recommend- | | 
| ed by Three Divincs of London. | 
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ſhall ye alſo appear with kim in Glory, Gal. 2. 20. l 


| Rom. 4. 8. 
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Fur Gbeffibath mt. me Ouerſr. 


75 Father of Aderciec, and Gal of al Grace, who” 


- bath called you th his Eternal by Obryi 


fur, make you perfe y te 

"fu eee, e 7 £ 
; 1 5 
fro pear] abs by Fe ui n. 2 


Beloved in the Lord, 


with the ſoz Deſue of molt 


have theſe 
Benannt, 1 have been prevailed: 
rint them, againſt many abr Ba "and 


much — — in my {elf to go forwards 
with the Work ; for — of you et know 


how much I was ſet againſt the Printing of 
them; and that for — Reaſons. | 

Fir}, Knowing that.there are plenty of good 
Books, the Works of worthy Learned Men, ex- 
tant: That there was no need of my unworthy 
Labougs, ' Secondly,” Knowing how little the 


belt of Books are valued by moft. Thirdly, - 


Knowing the Scorn and Contempt not only of 
Propbane and wicked Ga „ but many that 
profeſs a great Zeal, for do.contemn thoſe 
princi pal 1 Tran Juf ification by Chriſt 


alone: 1 truly W 
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1 Have in ſomę Make been, 49 
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— be Epiſtle Dedicatory, * 
they would be of the Mind of Bellarmine ; That 
it will be beſt to reſt upon Chriſt alone for Sal- 
vation hen they come to die: They will then 
ice that they had no cauſe to abuſe the Servants 
ub Jets Chriſt, that have made it their bufi- 
nels td eilt Chriſt and Free-Grace, Fourthly, | 
Knowing my own" Inſufkciency for fo great a 
Work, as to appear to Publick View. Fifthly, 
Becauſe of many things that might be [cft out 
in the — that was Preach d, I not 
Preaching ates, cannot remember many 
thmgs which were delivered to you when the 
Fernions were Preach d; but here you will find 
+ the principal Heads of what I deliver d, being 
taken from my Mouth by a Servant of the Lord 
when Preached. I have done my endeavour to 
{npply what I could that was wanting, and to 
' correct what I faw- ont of Ordet; but it cans 
not be expected 10 well as it would have been, 
iT bad Writ the Sermons 1 had Preach d at 
length ; yet finding the earneſt deſire of moſt 
of you to have them Printed, and the many 
Arguments you uſed to have them haſtned to 
be Publiſhed, notwithſtanding the many _ 
lings I have had againſt the Work; yet 
dear Love ] bear to you, and the earneſt defire 
I have to ſerve you in the Lord, hath overcome 
my umwillingneis m this Work, having re- 
C.etived an account from ſeveral of you, the ſweet 
|. Comforts many of you received when yo 

heard them preach'd, and have alſo declared 

' How much it would add to your Comfort and : 
Edification if they were” Printed ; - I hope 3 
through Grace, that you will not be diſap- ; 


ited of your expectation. Some of vou 
es e that the Preaching was as Mar- 
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leflis, an Heavenly Man. 
Colts cauſ#h Men to reſt in Shadows and in 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory- 


row and Fatncſs to your Souls; 125 1 5 that you | 


will ſuck out ſome Spiritual in the 
Reading of them. A8 928 was Sell 


{ed to Anſtrer your Pr in raiſing me 
= 25 Bed, to N Per Ach my Sick. Bed 


3 1 o; O1 hope, through + 
Mercy, Jour longing defire bod pus them will 1 


be ſatisfied, in receiving that Comfort you ex 
p< to Reapto our Souls in Reading of chem. 
hat is ſaid of Money, that it 2. all 


things bo the Subſiſtenęe ofthe Body, may 1 


much more {aid of Chriſt to 7 that 


upon him; he anſwers all their Wan * 
ke Var, fu | 


plics all their Needs: -He that 


wants not, he that hath .not Chriſt, Inherits ©: 


n W 


\ 


cas * 


. n——_ 


bd - 
4 
3 — 2 — — —— 


not what he ſeems. to have. Chriſt wg tn in 


the Soul, makes bitter things Sweet 


things, Light ; where Chriſt's Preſence — 4 


neſs is made "Light, and, Sorrow turned into 
Gladneſs, How precious are the, enjoyments” * 


of them that havefuch a precious Pearl as Chriſt | 


1s! He is the chit of Ten, Thouſand, he's a m 
Fa cellony and lating Good, b. 135 18. All t 
id 725 F Wiſdom 4: 4 nomledge is in him, 
4-3 What an n Knowledge have 
api anto,, that truly know. Chnlt ? 
2 


h this tranſcendent worth Affect out 


Hearts, changing them into his own Image and 
Likeneſs? When a Soul comes to have a fav- 


ing Knowledge of Chriſt,” he is changed then 


from Fir Terrenus an Eartht ly. Man, to 1 e- 
Lg 


n ja rand low things, compared with 
his Excellency, are all but Droſs 
and D — io the * — Phil, 


i K 3 3. 8 


norance. of Jeſus - 
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N The” Epiſtle Helicatory. 
4 e It is only a real faving Knowledge of 
ift, can draw the Heart of a Vain and pe- 
nihing” World to ſeek things that are above. 
It is not a Speculation, but an Application of 
Thrift,” that brings home to the Immortal Soul 
hat it ſtands in need of; Life, Light, Pardon, 
Peace, Purity, Rightconſnefs, Counſel, Com- 
bort, Healing, Deliverance, Grace, Glory, all 
flows to the believing Soul from Chriſt, in 
whom alf fulneſs dwells. The Soul that lives 
Chnft hath a good Livelihood, John 6. 51, He 
hall live well for ever. It is not an outfide 
bew of Rehgmn will be to the Soul what it 
| + flandsin nced off, as Redemption, Forgiveneſs 
| Reconciliation, Sanctification, Conſolation, 
{ Salvation. Chriſt is the Believers ſafe · Sanctuary 
iin all their Troubles and Temptations, IIa. 8. 14. 
In this ſmall following Treatiſe, I hope you 
| | find fome Diſcourſes of the fulneſs of Jeſus 
| | Chrift, and the emptineſs of the Creature; tor 
| * that is my Deſire in all my Labours among you, 
do get an Efteem in your Hearts for Chrift 
above alt other things, and that the Name of 
our Lord jeſus may be Glorifted in you, and 
ye in him: I hope I need not doubt of your 
Acceptance of thole plain following Truths. I 
do not think you wilt refuſe it for its plain 
Dreſs, but rather Embrace it; for I know, as 
' for the moſt part of you, that you had rather 
have Chriſt plainty Preachd, than fach Diſ- 
courſes that are bedeck d with Rhetonck, 
or painted over with curious' Wyrds of Arts. 
I may expect it will not be free from the Shght- 
ing , and Contempt of many, that are f 
ready to undervalue every thing, but what they 7 
do themfelyes, and do find fault with - 3 


7 
> 1 . 
1 
* 
* 
ot 4 
71 : 
*. 
"= 
L 
4 
FR 
7 
; 
1 5 
« 
: 
e, 
1 


r anger aan: 


* * 
* 
oe „„ » Roe. ——— * — — + w_ — 5 — — 


® 
— o _— = 


aa ts —_—_—_ ſt 


a Mt — — * * _— 2 — 
—- vm wo wer. . y 6 - td. 6 ” 
—_ * 2 * o * 
* » * 1 Z 
* 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
they cannot Mend. But I have learne t not to 
value any of their undervaluings: For if a 
Thoufand to one flight it, ved it one ma Thow-: 4 
ſand get good in their Souls by it, 1 thall Bleſs } 
God that ever it was Printed; what Evil Re- 
port ſoever I may receive ftom Evil Men f 
Evil Minds for the Works ke; I hope IT hall 
not value the Frowns of Men, as one well 
{aith, Better to loſe the Smiles of Alen, than to 
loſe the Hult of Men; and Fam fure without 
Chrift be our Lite, we are poor and unfone 
dead Sinners. I know 1 have many Enemies, 
who have through their Envy and Malice raiſe! 
many falſe Reports of me: But I deſire to be 
an Enemy to none, but thoſe that are impla- 
ble Enemies of Chnft in Doctrine and in Pra- 
ctice; but tho they are Enemies, vet I freely 
Pray for them. But I cannot expect to fare 
better than thoſe that have abundantly excel- 
led in Grace and Knowledge, that were both 
burning and ſhining Lights, whoſe Works 
praiſe tham in the Gate, and their tweet Savour 
in Chriſt made known to Saints and Sinners; 
many Hundreds I believe, have cauſe to Bl 
God that either heard them Preach'd, or have 
Read their Works : And yet how are theſe 
Men railed againſt as not worthy to live, and 
their Works to be Burnt by the common Hang- 
man, as one with more Zcal than Knowledge 
declared: Becauſe Men have not received that 
meaſure of Knowledge and Experience as thoſe 
Men, __ rail againſt them as Ignorant un- 
| leuned Men, their Books not ſaſe for any to 
; Read. Do not theſe Men go quarrelling in the 
; Dark, ' becauſe their Brethren have received 
. more Light than they? Perſous are youu to 
| uch 


| 
3 
| 
' 


4 . 
: n 
4 L.z 
p 
'* 
4 
* 
2 
* 
1 
a 
p 
fs 
7 
* 
* 
5 


— 


nm 3 48 Þ} 1 
— al Wy "4. 


— — — — —Eä—ͤ— A | 
7 be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

ſuch a fond Conceit of themſelves and their: 

own Opinion, they will not hearken to Goſ-, , 

pel-Exveriences ; they will not fo much as try 

thoſe Truths they revile by the Scripture, but 55 

' progecel with Lies and Slanders againſt thoſe 5 

+ -£60d Men, thougli they never knw their Per- 

ns, no Read their Books. I am Perſwaded, if theſe 

Perlons had Knowledge of thote Perſons and 

Truths they ſpeak againſt, if tlie Lord were 

pleaſed to reveal himielt to them, had. they 

a Taſte and Sight of the Lord Jeſus, who re- 

veals himſelf how and to whom he pleaſetli, 

inſtead of biting and devouring them, and 

ſpending their time to raite Evil Reports of 

them, they would enquire after the Knowledge 

of Chriſt, as the Daughters of Fer, did of the 

Spouſe £ Whether is thy beloved gone, that we may 

feet him with theg, Cam. 6. 1. It Chriſtians 

would ſpench that time in enquiring after Chriſt, 

and receiving and ynparting their Experiences 

to each other, as they ſpend. in Contenticns, - 

and taking up, and carrying about Evil Re- 

ports of them that Excel themictves in Godli- 

neſs, they wauld find more Peace and Conifort 

to theit on Souls, and bring more Glory to 

Cod bring more Souls to Chrilt, and would 

be 8a Means for the Beauty of Holmeſs, and 

Power of Godlineis to thine with a greater Lu- 

ſtre to the World. r! eros i 

his is my Comfort, Whatever Mens 

Thoughts or Words, Centures or Contempt, ny. 

ol theſe my poor Labeurs, 1 cap truly A 

ee not my ſelf, but d e eee Jene 

Chriſt, and his Truths and Kingdom in the 
World. In ſingleneſs of Heart 1 have impart- 

ea Truth to you, as I learned them in Jeſus ; | 


N 
* 
1 

any 
2 
2 
* 
2 
1 
* 
1 
* 
ot 
— 7 
1 
* 
1 
= 


mT 


* 
Mo 
=» Þ 

# "oi 
ha þ * 
- 2 
5x 
o 
#58 
2b 
wh Fi 
5 
LL 
= 
1 


* 
— 8 2 +." ] * — 
1 


he. A af — te ths I N a 

Mitten. . * Y c * W PINES wenn 72 — 
» * 4 —B tc * 
a a —_—_—_—— ti... tt ed | 
o 


The Eriſle Dedicatory. 
1 fad rather have the Scorn of Men for the 


plainneſs of Truth, than you ſhould have plain 
Truths hid from yon. If I am the Object ot 


. 
. 
* 4 


Worldlings Seorn, ſo Chriſt be the Obje& of F 


your Faith, therein I ſhall rejonce.. 
Bebold, as 1 have granted your Re in 
Printing my unworthy Labours, which were 
done chiefly at your Requeſt, and for your 
lake; I pray grant me ſome few Requeſts, 
which I beg of you for Chrift's fake. 
Frſt, That you ſerionlly and carefully peruſe 
theſe Plain Truths that I have Dedicated to you. 
Secondly, That you go to the Throne” of Grace, 
and there earneſtly beg 2 Bleſſing on what you 
Read. Thirdly, If yeur Souls receive Benefit 


in the Reading of it, ye aſcribe all to God alone; 


it is he alone that teacheth to profit by all we 
read or hear. Fourthly, That "yon would 
_ and Love Chriſt more, let his Glory be 
the End of yoyr Actions; you never feek your” 
own Intereſt better, than when you ſeek Chriſts 
above all: Your Excellency moſt appears when 
Chriſt and his Excellency is known to you: 

When your Eye is ſingly ſet on Chriſt, then is 

Chrift admiring your . — „ Cant. 4. 7. The 
ſingle Eye took away Chrilf's Heart, then the 
Chain of Obedience rav iſhed him alſo. With- 

outa pure Intention, aiming at the 
God, to exalt Jeſus Chriſt, there is no A 
be it never ſo Excellent in its ſelf, is accepted of 
God, Ho. 10. 1. Iſrael Is an #4 Vine, he 
— — forth Fruit to himſelf - "He werghs out” 
his Fruit to himfelf, he proportions his Retigi- 
on to himſelf; all being for himſelf, God ac- 

cepts him not. Such Fruit and meer Emptineſs 
1s much as one before God : It is not —_ | 
that 
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The Epiſt le Dedicatory, 


that a thing done be materially good, but be- 


uſe God Commands it, and rhat it is to the 
lorifying the Lord ſeſus: He- that is Alpha: 


mult be Omega: He that is the Supreme Gcocl, 


mult be the ultimate End of all things. Lt all 
u good Works fall in Chriſts Boſom, and 


ye look to Chriſt in all, they make as 


Cbriſt to look unto, Since Chrilt is a Believers: 
Life, from whom he receives all the good he 


enjoys, his Life, and Strength, and Comfort, 


depend upon him for the Influence of his Grace 
and Fus to have daily Supplies and Water- 
ings from him, that ou may continually Live 


on him, P/al. 119. 32. He Prays for Heart- en- 


largement to run the way of God's Command- 
ments, Yſal. 119. 173. | Let thy Hand help me, 
Ine choſers thy Precepts > We have need 
continual Supplies of Grace 4 you be never 
well frail with Divine Grace, it will 


not be in Exerciſe without freſh anointing, 


and freſh Gales of the Spirit, (unt. 4. 16. 
Aale, O Nerth-Wind, and come thow South, 
blow. upon my Garden, that the Spices thereof may 


far a let Baloved cum into his Garden, and 


Ear, 1 Pleg ant Fruits, Ordinances: are but 
Mediums and Chanels of Grace; we had need 


ty look to Chriſt to fi) them with Divine and 
Spiritual Bleſſings. It is not a Sanctuary of 


Ordinances will do our Souls good, it is the 
Power, and Glory, and Goings of Gods in it 
is the Life of the Soul: It is the Drops of the! 
pure Rivers of Life aboyc, dropping upon the 
Soul, refreſhing it in Ordinancts. Ordinances 
are dry and empty things, if the Lord Jeſus x4 
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if there were ſomething more Excellent than 
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The Epiſtle Dediratory. 


lis Spirit doth not Breath upon, the Heart. ? ; 
then he down at the Feet of Chriſt, and 100 
up to him in all, above all, for all, caſting our 
{lves and Burthens upon him, that we may be 
ſupported under all our Cares, and Fears, and 
Temptations, and be relieved in all Wants and 
Exigencies. Do all through the Influence f 
that Spirit that comes down from the Head, 
that with St. Paul, you may live, yet not you, ba: 
Chriſt, Paul nid his Life was bound up in 
Chriſt, Gal. 2. 20. I live, yet nat I but Grit 
Irveth in me. - 8 
Sixthly, The Sixth Requeſt is, Tiat your 
Converſations be only as becomes the Gofpet; | 
let not the Doctrin of Free- Grace be abuſat by 
your unholy Converſation; ſee that ye be not 
of the Number of thoſe Atheiſts, that fay, Let 
us Sin, that Grace may abotind : Let the Ene- 
mies of the Doctrin of Frce- Grace reproach the 
Doctrin, and the Chriſtians that own it at their 
Pleaſure; I am ſure there are none that axe ac- 
quainted with the Free- Grace of God, can Live 
a looſe Life ; neither was any known that 
Taught : that Dochin feelingly, or learn'd it 
truly, that were ever knowp to de Wicked 
Per ou. The Gface of God Teacheth us to 
deny Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſts. Indeed 
the Notions of Free-Grace may leave Perſons 
with unſanctified Hearts and Lives, but the 
true Knowledge of it leaves ſo fieeet a Savoyr 
upon the Hcart, that the Soul cannot willing- 
Iy Embrace Dunghil Luſts. When the Soul 
knows the whole of his Salvation is of Free- 
Grace, that Soul is drawn forth to Love, Ad- 
. mire, Glorifie and Praiſe God, who hath done 
luch great things for him. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


1 Let me Beſecch you, let not the Glerious 
I 3 Goſpel ſuffer Reprozch by your uneven Con- 


A vyerlation. You know, you that profeſs the 
J Truth, Truths of Chriſt have many Enemies. 
Tou hadnced pray earnelt to be lel in a plain 
119-8 Path, becauſe o all your Enemies : You have 
iel i given up your fclves to the Lord in your Ex- 
16 ( ternal Dedication, fee that it appear in your 
Kp Converſition. The Life. of an Holy Man is 


F according to Cod, 1 Pet. 4.6. That 
1 40 Vo, you have given your ſlves ud to, is an * 
it Tod, the Lori Feſus that Redeemed you, is t 
ih ene ef God © The Spirit that leads the Chil- 
- 4: drenof God is an Holy Spirit; the Coveuant 
that you arc in is an Holy Covenant; without 
Holineſs zone of you thall ſee the Lord. Then 
let me prevail in my Requeſt, Pray live Holy 
Lives, let your Converlation be as becomes the 
Goſpel only, then no matter what Men ay of 
du, you will haye great Peace in- your own 
uls, Pſal, 119. 164. Greas Peace have they 
n hich Love thy Law, an nothing [ball offend 
them. It is better to be Holy, than to be 
thought Holy; no matter if you are ontward- 
ly black, fo you are imvardly Beautiful. 
Feventhly, Walk in Love, imitate the Lord 
Jeſus, whole Love overcame alt your Infirmi- 
ties; Love broughe him out of his Fathers Bo- 
ſom, Love cauſed him to be Born in à low 
Condition, to bear our Sorrows and Grief, he 
taught Love, he practiſed Love, he died for 
Love, be. left Pledges cf his Love to Comfort 
his Spouſe in his Abſence, and will ſhortly 
come and fetch all his Redcemed home to Glo- 
ry to have their fill of Love, Be ye therefore 


followers of God a; dear Children, and walkin Love, 
| f 4 
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Chrift a 6 bath al ſo loved nt, and given bimſelf 
— — — 4 Sactifice i God ſor 
ſvtet- ſmmelli Seton, Eph. . 1,2. ' Theſe will. 
Demonſtrate that you are” s Diſciples, John 
12: 35. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt {pake- theſe 
Wonen little before is Death, that they mig 
be of the more force, and make the more Im- 
prefſion upon the Souls of his Diſciples, as be 
ſhould ſay, Remember my dying Lote, and 
jet it tive in your Boſoms as a Precopt and Ex- 
ample to love one another. Arid this 15:3cer- 


- tain Character of Love to Jeſus Chiiſt, When 


we Love Chriſts Diſciples for Chris Sake, 
not becauſe we are of the ſame} Mind in our 
Judgment, but becauſe we are \Chriſty,,Diſcr- 
ples,and bear his Image; and then you may aſ- 
ure your ſelves, if you love upon ſuch Grounds, 
your love will not be reſtrained only to each 
other that Walk in Cluurch fellow ſhip, but. to 
all Saints ag Saints, of what Denomination 
ever they go under, hichi is much wanted in 
this Day we. live in. Nis much to be lamen- 
tell that Petiors Saim themſelves more by their 


on Opinion, than by their Intereſt in eſus 


Ohritt. Saints - ſhould love as they are Chil- 
dren of one Father, and in their to Heaven, 
and all that are in that way haye: Umon with 


Chriſt, and are Members of ene Glorious ; 


Head, therefore we ought to love one another; 
why ſhould Brethren fall out by ti x way? Na- 


— doth more Manifeſt that Pom er of God - 
! 


long, 
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[els is in a People, than when th ey love fen 

Saintſhip rather than for judgment. If we 
Read the 13th Chapter of the Cirin, bians, the 
Apoſtle gives the True Chara&ters ot Love. 
The firſt Deſcription of 3 is, That it fuffereth 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Let me Beſecch you, let not the Glorious 
Goſpel ſuffer Reprozch by your uneven Con- 
verlation. You know, 125 that profeſs tlie 
Truth, Truths of Chriſt have many Enemies. 
You had nced pray earneſt to be led-1n a plain 
Path, becauſe o al! your Enemies : You have 
given up your ſelves to the Lord in your Ex- 
ternal cation, ſee that it appear in your 
Converſition. The Life, of an Holy Man is 
m7 Ge, according to God, 1 Pet. 4. 6. That 
Go, you have given your ſlves wp to, is an Ho 
God, the Lord Fejus that Redeemed you, is f 
Holy one of Cod: The Spirit that leads the Chil- 
dren of God is an Holy Spirit; the Coveuant 
that you arc in is an Holy Covenant; without 
Holineſs zone of you (hall fee the Lord. Then 
let me prevail in my Requeſt, Pray live Holy 
Lives, let your Converlation be as becomes the 
Goſpel only, then no matter what Men Yay of 
ou, you will haye great Peace in- your own 
uls, Pſal, 119. 165. Grtas Peace have they 
which Love thy Law, an nothing | ſoar offend 
them. It is better to be Holy, to be 
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thought Holy; no matter if you are ontiward- 
Ay black, fo you are inwardly Beautiful. 


Seventhly, Walk in Love, imitate the Lord 
Jeſus, whole Love overcame all your Infirmi- 


ties; Love broughe him out of his Fathers Bo- 
ſom, Love cauſed him to be Born ma low 


Condition, to bear our Sorrows and Grief, he 
taught Love, he practiſed Love, he died for 
Love, be left Pledges cf his Love to Comfort 
his Spouſe in his Abſence, and will ſhortly 
come and fetch all his Redcemed home to Glo- 
ry to have their fill of Love, Be ye therefore 


followers of God a; dear Children, and walk in Love, 
8 | hi 
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The - Epiſtle. Dedicatory.” 
Chrift a (6 bath al ſo loved u, and given bimſelf| 
a | — 4 Sactifice 1 God ſer 4 
ſweet- ſmelling Theſe nil 


ng. 
Savor, Eph. 1,2. 
Demonſtrate that you are Chriſt's Di 
N The Lord | Jeſus Chriſt | 

$a little before his Death, thattney m 


_ 


ſhould ſay, Remember my 8 and 
let it live in your Boſoms as a Precopt and Ex- 
ample to love one another. And this is n er- 


heir 
ſus 
hil- 


rſt Deſcription of 3 is, That it luffereth 
| long, 
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The” Epifile Dedicatory. 
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long, lat is, Not haſty to take Revenge on. 
them that them, nor raſh — 


to threaten Revenge. Sccondiy, It is kind, 
reidy to dd any good Office: Tlurdly, Envi- 
erk not, is not troubled at the Proſperĩty of 
others, however it go with himſelf. Fourthly, 
Vaunteth not it felt; doth not ambitzouſly Glo- 
Iv in himſelt, doth not labour to Exalthimſelf. 
th ly, Not puffed up, not fwelliig with Con- 
cefts of himfelf. Sixthly;/Dath not behave 
Wimfelf unſcemly, would not do any unſcemly 
Action, nor behave himſelf in an unſecming . 
Manner. Seventhly, Sceketh not his own, 
hith not an Eye to his own Profit, as to make 
it his End, but Eyes God's Glory chictly, and 
rhe good of Zion, more than Carnal Intereſt. 
Eighthly, Is not eaſily proyoked ; though there 
May be Paſſions}; yet it is not Governed b 
them, it is an Evil much to be Lamented : Paſ- 
-» figh Governs ſome, as if their Tongues were 
on Eire from Hell. Ninthly, Thinketh no 
Evil; he would do no Evil to none, nat readi 
take up Evil of another, to have uncharitable 
| * "Thouglits of him; be will not be ready to 
' || ,, Charge his Brother raſhly upon every Report. 
{\ |, ” Tentbly,-Rejoiceth not in Imquſty; be doth 
not rejoice in the Faults of others. Fleventluy, 
. He rooicetly in the Truth ; he rejoiceth that 
| Inn proſpe reth,/2nd that an Innocent Perſons 
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Righteouſn 2 is cleared up. The Apoſtle in 
| winding u ꝓ the Marks of it, ſhews it 18 ever 
ay Kxce ent; it beareth all things, beſievet 
|, 2 * all-zhinosg hopeth all things he Þeareth all 
171 thinks, all Evils he meets withall, be be- 
lere e thiges good e, ſo far as 
"hari! F may nat injure Truth. There. 
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The Epiſt le Dedicatury. 
* There be many that account themſclves. to 
have paſſed — Death to Life, which fall 
ſhort of thoſe Characters of Love: We may all 
Lament we find it ſo cold in our {clyestothem 
that bear Chriſts Name and Image. I Beleech 
you, dearly Beloved in the Lord, be much. in 
Love for is Love e To be a loving Saint, 
is a Gen of a livelySaint ; many Waters can- 
not quench the Fire of Love. ee. 
_ Eighthly, Let me Beſecch you in the Name 
of the Lord, that you would ſet pp/Godlinels 
in your Families ; we can never expect Holy 
Aſſemblies white Godlineſs is ueglected in Fa- 


milies. Children and Servants not being In- 


ſtructed at home, is a great Cauſe of their be- 
ing unprofitable under the Word Preach' d. 
Godly Inſtrüction is too much neglected both 
to Children and Scrvants by Proleſſors in our 
Age; I ain»afttaid there ate ſome that ſcarœe a 


{avoury; Word, drops from their Lips all the 
Werk tonher Family. how can it be x 
that uhſivoury Spirits ever got good to their 


= 


own Souls? They that keep all to themſelves, 
it is to be feareil have got little to themſelves ; 
the good Man brings forth good Treafure, Neu 
and Old. Let me Intreat you dear Gimftians; 
what fogver Station you ' arg in, Whether Pa- 
rents 6r Maſters, whether Children ox Servants, 
that you. do not neglect private Prayer twice 
in the Day at lenſt; if you have Opportunity 
to Pray oft ner; do not ſlip ſuch fair Seaſons, * 


5— *** — 


— 


* The Mother would think the Sucking Child not 


well, if it:ſhould forſake the. Breaft a whole Day; 


ſo mayeſt thou think thy Soul is not rizhe, that can 

paſs a Day without craving any Spiritual Repaſt in 

Prayer. Mr, Gurnal's 70s Chriſtians Armour. 
b 8 It 
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Tf you neglect private Prayer, do not expect 


to thrive in Godlineſs; God gives his Alms at 
Wiſdoms Cate: And tet me Beſcech you that 
are Parents or Governors, -keep up Publick 
Prayer in your 'Familics; look to it, that you 
ure not 'numbred among the curſed Famiiics, 
that call not upon the Name of the Lord. The 
private Houle is the Chriſtian's Chappel of caſe, 
10 N God in a_ with his Family: 
The Church begun in à Family, and is upheld 
ſilt by the Piety of private Families. I the 
Nurfery be not preſerved, the Orchard muſt 
net in time Decay. We cannot expect that 
Family to thrive in Golineſs, where Publique 
Prayer is neglected. What Praying Perſons 
might ſome Children or Servants have been, 
had they been called to that Duty by Parents 
or Maſters, when tliey were their Go- 
veruments ! Methinks, it Perſons love their own. 
Souls; it ſhould cauſe them to love and pity 
te Souls about them. It would be a great 
Quelty in Parents, to ſpend all they get upon 
themſelves, and let their Children ſtarve. 
Employ fume of that Talent that you have got 


for the turtherance of their Salvation: Should 


not you be willing that they ſhould fin the 
way to Heaven as welt as your ſelves? They 
have as precious Souls as you, and if you have 
taſted ſweetneſs in drawing nigh to God, will 
your deal ſo unkindly to hinder your Family of 


-- p=rtaking of the Bleſſing with you? If you 


Complain of your Weakneſs in parts, or Baſh- 


fulneſs makes you backward to this Duty. I 
Anſwer, It is not your Weakneſs in Parts will 


be any h'ndranee of your Prayers Acceptance 


with God, nor will it prevent a Bleſſing from 
your 
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7 The. Eyiſſi Dedicatory. 1 
: Voir g! ＋ 11 4 1 God looks at the Uprightneſs of 
5 your Hearts, not at the Excellency of your Ex- 
proiſmns but if you would Study your own 
and antes Seals wants, you: weuld as well 
know how to go about this Duty, as you know |. 
in rhcir neceſſities in the Worid, how to 
20 about your worldly Buſineſs to Maintain 
them, and fupply their outward Wants. And 
as for Baſhfulneſs. if your Children were Per:ſh- 
ing for Bread, you would put on Courage to 
Beg with them, rather than let them Petinj; 
how much more ſhould you put on Courage + 
to go with your Penſhing Childrens and Ser- 
vants Souls to the · Throne of Grace to beg Grace 
for them, as ever you would have your Family 
- thrive undler the Publick Miniſtry, as ever you 
would have them in their Duty toward God 
and your ſelves, as you would have Obcdient 
Children aud Faithful Servants, as ever you 
would have your Children and Servants ſepa- 
rated from a Vain Wicked World, as ever you 
would Bleſs God that you were their Maſters 
or Parents in æ dying Hour, keep up Conftant 
and Publick Prayer with them in your Family. 
Nintbly, Let me Intreat you to Love the 
Truth for Truths fake; think not the worſe of 
it becauſe moſt undetrvalue it ; let not their 
low Eſteem of the Truths of Chxiſt damp your 
Affections to it; enquire not who is on your 
fide, before you take it up, as the Phariſees 
did; Have 72 of the Nulers believjed en him? 
Some, if they have not the moſt and higheſt on 
their file, think” Truth not worth their own- 
ing. 46 jþ the Miſery of many, they never 
made their Faith nor Religion their on; what 
1s accounted belt among Men, is always beſt to 
| B 3 | them ; 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
them; it is whit Men Teach, that are account- 
ed belt by the moſt of People they moſt adbere 
to, more than they will to thie Truths of 
Cluift, tho” the beit Man Teach them. They 
that are molt for Sinners Good, are not counted 


r 


; 
| 


p 

a 

- Good with Sinners; they that Preach Chriſt 
; L he the worlt of Sinners, are counted the 
worſt of Men: Though Truth is come to a bad 
| Market, and Sold at a low Rate, and few By- 
em, I Belecch you, have neverthe lower Eſteem of 
it, Buy it as your choicelt Crown; if you, hold 
faſt the Crown of Truth, when Chriſt comes, he 
will gave you a Crown of Glory. Many, Iau 
| 4 perſwaded, that are Convinced of the Truth, 


| 
| 
/ 
| 


do not own it, becauſe it goes ina mean Dreſs: 
Many will hold with every thing the Church 
that they are of holds, though they know- no- 
|; thing aright they hold : Sucht are for Perfor- 
mmance or Omiſſion, they will do as others do, but 
| nothing from ariglit Principle a Beg oſ the Lord 
that vou may ſee the Beauty and Glory that is in 
- | the Truths of Chriſt, that you may Hiehly prize 
. |, © -Truth,when you ſufler the greateſt Reproaches 
* |  - © and Evils for owning thefame. - 7, 
Lore Truth for its ow Sake, Honour it for- 
4 Chriſt's Sake, Conunend it for others Sake, 
Follow it for: your own Jake. s. 
Laſtly, Let me earneſtly Intreat ou to Pray 
for me, that I may both in Life and Doctrine 
be a Burning and ſhining Light, that I Ha 
find the Power and Reliſh of things upon * 
Heart that I give out to you and others, that 1 
may be an Inſſrument inthe Hand of Chrift to 
bring many Souls to him, and” Build. up thoſe 
tdmat are brought in in their moſtłioly Faithand 
Aut utterance may be given W 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. I 
from Heaven upon my 1 Labours, that | 
I 
F 


they may not be Vain, but that I'may daily 
ke the Travel of my Soul; it is God alone can 
open Hearts, and unlock the Treaſury of Gracs 
in the Goſpel, and make known the Myſtery of + 
the Goſpel. It is mot the Hand that Sows the + 
Seed, you 3 pm," oi the Increaſe,” 
And if you would have me bear you upon my 

: eg Grape, 
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Heart before the Lord at the Throne < 
pray give. me a Meeting oftner there, if you ex- 
neck me to Water you, pray that I may be wa- 
tered. People little Cond ider what good they 
keep back ſtom their own Souls, in not Praying 
for their Miniſters : Many are readier to Re- 
dach them, than to Pray for them, and to 
Reoice in their Falls, than to Pray that they 
be. upheld. © How many that have Excellent 
Gifts and Parts:do:hetle Work for God, bring 
littſe-Comfort do Souls ? If ihinng, they are 
not burning Lights, they leave: Cold Earthly- 
oud Hearts: I think one Cauſe may be, they 
fave not been earneſt at the Throne of Grace, 
that a Bleffing may attend their Laboutra. Peo-- 
ple may be much in admiring ſuch Miniſters 
Gifts, when the Wand they Preach takes lit- 
tle Effect upon their Souls. Miniſters have a 
great Charge committed to them, and a great 
Work to go through, many Trials and Temp- 
tation in their Work, they had need be daily 
tie Subje#t of your Prayers and Pity, Your 
ſtrangrneis to the Work, may cauſe their 
Wink to be much a Stranger to your Souls. 
To be a Miniſter ſaith Luer, is nothing elſe -- 
but to flerive the Worlds Wrath and Fury up- 
on himſelf. The Dirt of ReprC ach, faith one, 
lies no where ſo thick as on Miniſters 5 — 
: OW 
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Tbe Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
How would count * in 
their Ruin, that bring the Tidings of Peace 
and Salvation to their Souls! A miſerable Hap- 
- pines that rejoyceth nr the Deſtruction of them 
that bring Salvation to them: Ag the People 
would have their Miniſters good Nurſes to their 
Souls, and good Examples to their Flock, as 
they would not have them pervert them by 
their Erroc in Doctrine, nor be Temptations to 
them by their Falls, they ſheuld Pray hard 
for th that they may neither miſcarry in 
Life nor ine, that God's Urim and Thun 


im may be with them. I hope, Beloved in 


the Lord, you will not ſhut me out in your 
Prayers, as you would have the Name of Chiſt 
Honoured by me, 2 Souls well fed with 
wholſome Spiritual ; as you would not 
have · my Enemies have the deſite of their Hearts 
that watt for my Halting. Alas! I am a poor 
frail Creature that am encompaſſed about, it 
may be with as many Temptations, if not more 
than many others are, and I ftar have leſs 
Strength to go' through them. Pray for me, 
that "while 1 Preach, to others, I ma not be a 
Caſt-o-way my ſelf. It is dreadſul to drop in- 
to Hell from under the Pulpit, but more 
readful to drop out of it into the Bottomleſs 
Pit. It is ſad for Mintſters to be without the 
Grace of God, and true Knowledge of Jeſus 
Ghrift, they preſs others upon pain of. Damna- 
tion; not to neglect: Like one chat ſhould trend. 
time and ſtrength to draw Water for other 
and, periſh with Thirſt himfelf; Or as one that” 
directs many the right Way, and yet doth loſe 
his own way. As you would have me a Faith- 


ſul Labourer in the Harveſt, to bring full 


caves 
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Sheaves to your Souls, Pray the Lord of the 
Harveſt to give me Skpll and Strength to bear 
the Burden and Heat of the Day. As you 
| would have the Word which I Preach drop 
; upon your Souls as the Ran, and Piſtil as the 
1 Dey and fmall Rain upon the Herb, and as the | 
: Showers-upon the "Gals, beg of God to pour a 


double Portion of his Spirit on me. As you . 
would have my Preaching powerful, my Life 
teaching my Sermons Heavyen-born, my Lamp 
burning, my Heart:engaged, my Talent im- 
proved, my ſelfto ſpend and be ſpent for-your ; 
| 2 good, pray forget me not at the Throws - 
Iſhall no take my Leave of you, and ub 


; {cribe with my Hand the Reality of my Heart, 
1 1 Paſtor and faithful Servant for the 
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TO THB 


Chriſtian Reader, | OP 


HE ſubſequent Trust hung ſent down to 

me in the Country, I did, 1 - 

| caſions would admit, ( for 1 have not had 
' time. for 4 flrift Pernſal). curforily look it opere 
; and finding to my great (atisfattion ſuch a ſweet 
; wp breathing 


+ a iis = ju FO I mens - ad _ I'M ft 


Kr M$ IS 7661213 0 


* + — 
CY =" N a - 
* - 4 . >, oy N * — 
— * * 


MM * . 5 2 * I * I C * 933 8 -» Pg 4 te n 
FFP 


88 


. .. 5 
S 


fhar e. tHe wasof an Excellent 


Io the Reader. 
lrea bing in every part of it, I do joyfully recommend 


# to thy ſerious View, as 4 Jewel not common, or 
eafie ( among the Multitule of Books this Age 
abounds with ) to be found : And that thou mayeſt 
know the Cant that hath ſent forth ſurh precious 
Mine, J will give thee'a brief Account of the Author; 
tho" indeed ex pede Herculum, bis 01 Work por- 
trays him, and delineates the Frame of his Spirit 
Jar beyond what my feeble Pen can do. But being 
nell known to me (perhaps better than any beſides ) 
# think it my Duty to wait Him to the Preſs 
in thi: bis fin Eſſay, with this Fuſt and Impurrial 

der of him He was an Holy, Striout, good 


Aan, aboun ling with the Gifts and Graces of the 


it; and every way fitted for that Great Work 
e was called to. Prayer, Meditation, and the San- 


fie! uſe of Aﬀiftion, (Luther: Three Ingredi- 


ents go make 4 GoſpelsMinifter ) few had a greater 
irit, of great 
Faith ſuine ſ⸗ and Courage, 4 et Hero in the 
Afiniſcerial Work ; none of thoſe Rattle- Snakes that 
Hiſs and Sputter in Warm Sun ſhiny Weather, but 
ﬀ not peep out of their Holes in a Winter Seaſon. 
This mort hy C hampion, (for which his Praiſe is, 
and x ill be in the Gates of Sion) bore a Glorious 
Teſti in the late horrid Perſecution ;, he /tood- 
Janfully to bis Afms, when the Bulls of Baſhan 
encommpdſſed bim about, he never qui:ted the Field, 
nor flinch d from his Poſts, notwithſtanding the Em- 
minent Danger himſelſ and Family were daily Ex- 
poſed to, but a; one unconcerned in any Terrene 
Events, he went on in bis way, in his Work, and 
verily the Lord was with him, he Crowned his La- 
bours with Extraordinary Sucee(s, and (at a Token 
of bis ſpecial Fævour ) gave into his Boſom 4 mod 
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ſweet People to be a Nur fing Father to, nhoſe Una-- 


nimity 
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To the Reader. 

nimity among themſelves, and Fervency of Love to 
their —— Paſtor, whatever others may, 'T am 
ſure 1 cannot match in the Sphere of my rin ve | 
tance. But to paſs from the Workman to the N 
His Book will excatthy ſhew him, ſuch an one as } 
have hinted. Read it but ſeriouſly over, and thou 
nile be ander no Temptation to think me a Flatterer, 
but think me as much too low, as the Queen of che- 
ba did the Relators of Solomon's. Court. Thon 
wilt meet with no unc Phraſes of wanton Rhero- 
rick. But here, "Oh Here thou wilt find the re- 
fined Languge of Canaan, the Dialect of the New 
Jeruſalem, and ſuch à melodiaus Conſort of Divine 
Muſick, as (if the Lord ſet in withit ) will warm 
thy Heart, refreſh thy Spirit, Raviſh thy Soul, as 
the Spouſe was Raviſhed with the Rays of Chriſt's 
Glory 1 am 

Thy Souls well wiſhing Friend. 
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Chriſtian Reader. 


+ Author of theſe enſuing Sheets deſired 


my Peruſal thereof, that afternards I 
uud give my Fudgment of the ſame to 
the Werld, the K of which 1 eafily granted, and 
have Sheet by She:t, as they were one, peruſed the 
fame, an ſuppoſe that thou haſt them intire without 


Typographical Errors ( ſo far at we ob ſerx d they 
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To the Reader. 
are very cart ſuihy cvrretted.) However, if ſome have 
eſcaped the Prefs, they miſt be (as is ordinary) 
nel to the Printer, and not to the Author, or 
any of ns no have Read the Original Copy thereof, 
( as 1 way ſay for my ſelf ) with 8 and profit. 
Touching the latter, ſcil. commen Ing it to thee, I 
moſt declined, partly becauſe I eſteemed. it needleſs, 
in regard that the matter thereof fafficiently com- 
men 7 i * aud . becay — — not think 
lf fo fir (as ſome fitter 'miphr be) of doin 

feb a kind of Work. — Jibint 155 
bound in Fuſtice to ſay ſomething hereof, I hope 1 
may give this Actount of the Author nithout any 
Temptation,that'] e ſteem d him a good Chriſtian,and 
4 Gofpel- Miniſter, one ho endeavoured tb Beep 2 
good Conſcience, walit cloſe with God in his Per ſo- 
nal and Relative Duties in the worſt of Times, of a 
Catholick Spirit, Ieving all that have aliquid Chri- 
ſti in them, making Saintſhip the Ground of Church- 
Crmmunion, and avoiding all Jaftions Singularity, 
nhich beſide his Miniſterial Abilities, mere the 
Grounds of my intimateſt Correſpondence with him. 
2. At jor the Book of it ſelf," thou wilt (Reader ) 
if thou ſavoxreſt the things that he of God, and not 
of Man, perceive an Evangelical Strain of Spirit 
throug hou: the whole, Ever ſince I knew him he 
a. 47105 Etangelict, but I never thought him 1 
much as thir ing Traft ſhews him to be, the 
Hatter whereof was Preached by him in ſundry 
Sermons after. a great Fit of Sickneſs, when we have 
reaſon to think his Spirit nas very narm. In Jun, 
the mo} Excellent Subject to Diſcourſe or Write of, 
i Feſus Ohrift, (ſaith a Modern Arthor of our own. 
Auſtin having Read Cicero's Works, commend - 
ed them for their Eloquence, but he paſſed this Sen- 


rence upon them, They are not ſweet, becauſe the 
| Name 
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Name of ſeſus is not in them. Parallel with | 
»hich is that of Bernard, It thou writeſt, it doth 
not reliſh with me, unleſs I read Jeſus there; 
if thou diſputeſt or conferreſt, it doth, not 
reliſh well with me, unleſs Jeſus ſound 
there. This I can aſſure thee, Reader, to the ” 
of my Remembrance, there is not a Page in thi 
Book without the Name of Chrift, either once or 
more, and not impertinently or unneceſſarily men- 
tioned, at which 1 much wondred, that 1 am 
of the Opinion of fame, az if, ritt could not be 
Preached, if he mas not mentioned in totidem ver- 
bis; but to be ſure when he is ſo much mentioned, 
not in 4 way of vain Tamologies, but every way de- 
cording to the Revelation of him in hit own Goſpel, 
a; do cgunt he is in this Book, ſurely then we may 
.o. Here is a Bookghas Treats of Chrift. 1 ſhall 
not therefore any longer detain thee from the Book 
it ſelf, but commend It and Thee to the Bleſſing of 
God, who is ambitious of nothing elſe, but to be 


All in Chriſt, and nothing in Self, 
Thomas Ponell. 


— —-— 


Chriſtian Reader. 


T HE foregoing Epiſtle of my Reſpected 
Friend hath given an Account of the Au- 
thor and his Performances of this Undertaking, 
the Author bimſelf declaring the Cauſes and 
Occaſions of the Publication thereof; that 

- winch remaineth to me is to commem the Di- 
| 8 ligent 
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| | To the Reader. 
| ligent Attendance on the Duty here exhorted 
| 


unto of Living upon Chriſt by Faith; and becauſe 
- A fd ri of Chriſt, as he is Revealed in the 
Scriptures, is an inſtituted Means whereby in 
and through him there is conveighed unto us 
Strength and Ability to live unto him as we 
|| | - ought, I ſhall therefore only ſhew the Reaſon- 
ahleneſs and Neceſſity of Living to him; as it 
is an Argument that may induce us to live 
upon him, who is the Fountain in and through 
|| whom all Ability is conveyed unto us by the 
[| * -Grace of God, whereby we may comfortably 
walk with God, and live unto his Praiſe, and 
[' ©  our'own Peace. All I have to ſay on this Ac- 
— therefore may be reduced to theſe Three 
| ends. 
I:. The Reaſonableneſs. Apd 2. The Neceſ- 
[| | ſity of Chriſtians living to Jeſus Chriſt. And 
3. The grievous neglect -hereof in the Times 
wherein: we live, endangering our Ruin unleſs 
we repent and reform. 
Firf#, As to the firſt Obſervation, That it 1s 
moſt reaſonable to live unto Chriſt, this doth 
| £ Kereby appear, in that whatſoever it 15 that is 
meant by living to Chriſt, whatſoever is in- 
cluded and compriſed in it, or can be under- 
Rood by it, the Lord jeſus is every way Wor- 
thy of it; it is all his due, and no more than 
our reaſonable Service; and this will further 
appear by an Induction of theſe Three Parti- 
cular Properties, and moſt eminent Inſtances 
of this living to Chriſt. Firſt, As it is an Act 
of Divine Honour and Homage that is paid 
unto Chriſt by living to him; this he is wor- 
thy of as he is God. Secondly, As it is an Ex- 
preſſion of the greatelt Love to live to _ ; 
thus 
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this he is worthy of, who died for us while 
we were Sinners. Thirdly, As it conſifts in a 
Reſignation of our Selves to the Will and Diſ- 
poſal of Chriſt, by liviag to him; this is moſt 
reaſonable alſo becauſe he hath redeemed us to 
himſelf, we are his, and not our own,.. 
Firſt then, As it is an Act of Divine Honour 
and Homage that is paid unto Chriſt by living 
to him, to devote our {elves to the Lord, de 
is worthy of the ſame, in whom the fuinels , of 
the Godhead dwelleth bodily, C. 2, 9, To 
make any Thing the Object of Divine Honour 
but God alone, is Idolatry: the higheſt Lope, 
Fear, Reverence, Truſt and Obedience, that 
our Natures are capable of performing, is the 
Homage that is xo et due unto God, as he 
is the Author of our being; the difference be- 
tween the Reſpet we owe to God, and what 
we are allowed to ſhe unto Creatures, is ſta- 
ted in this Law, that requireth us to Love rhe 
Lord our God with all ow Heart, our Might and © 
Strength,” Deut. 6. 5. And our Neighboxr as bur 
Selves, Mark 12, 30, 31. But the Glory and 
Homage which is peculiarly due unto God, he 
will not give unto another. 1/2. 42. 8. & 38. 
11. For what elſe do we by performing Divine 
Honour to any ? But own. and ackhqwledge 
ſuch to be God, unto whom we thereby a- 
ſeribe Divine Excellencies, with reſpect where- 
anto, we yield that peculiar - Reverence,which 
is due to God alone as ſuch. 1 
And ſeeing he dwelleth in the Light which 
none can approach unto, 1 Tim. 6.16, is infi- 
nite, inviſible and incomprehenſible in his be- 
Ing, it hath pleaſed God to condeſcend to give 
forth ſuch a Repreſentation of himlelf,- and 
C32: ſuch 
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| To the Reader. 


fach evident diſcoverics of his Divine Excel- 
lencies, as might be a meet Object of Divine 
Honour, and worthy to receive the Homage 
due from Creatures unto their Creator. This 
was the Hhetinab, or Divine Preſence of old, 


evidencing it ſelf by Divine Operations. 


Hence Jacob faith of it, Gen. 28. 16, 17. Sure- 
by the Lord it in thi; Place and I new it not, and 


he nas afraid; and be ſaid, How dreadful is this 
Place ! This i none other but the Houſe of God, 
and thi; is the Gate of Heaven, The Egyptians 


"Bid of the Plague of Lice, Exod. S. 19. That it 
+ was the Finger of God. This Divine Preſence 
in the burning Buſh obliged Moſes to pull off 


his Shoes, Exod. 3.5. and Foſhua to the like 
Act of Reverence, Foſh.5. 14, 15. Unto the 
Lord as Prince of the. Lords Hoſt; unto this 


- Glory of God, as diſcovering it {elf at the door 
of the Tabernacle in a Cloud, Exod. 33. 10. 


The People bowed their Headt and Worſhipped: 
This Divine Preſence of God dwelling between 


the Charubims, and filling the Temple, 1 Kings 


8. 10, 11,12, 13, 27, 28, 29,30. obliged 1j-ael 
to Worſhip towards that Holy Place, there be- 
ing diſcovered 'theTeimeria, or evident Marks 
of the Divine Glory; and to pay the ſame Re- 


ſpect to any other Place, or to that Place now 


God is not there, is Idolatry, Deut. 16. N 6. 
& 12. 13, 14. 1 * 12. 28, 29, 30. Now 
proportionably unto that Degree and Meaſure 
of the Diſcovery which God 1s pleaſed to make 
of himſelf to his Church, as to the Obſcurity 
or Clearneſs of it, ſuch is the Glory or Defect 
of theſe Diſpenſations, 2 Cor. 3. 9, 10, 11, 14, 


18. Heb. 1. 1. In this reſpec therefore it is that 


the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel is fo far excel- 
Iing 
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ling the Glory of all former Tunes, in that by 
the Incarnation and Exhibition of Jeſus Chritt 
God is manifeſt in the Fleſh, 1 Tim. 3.16.18: 
moſt clearly, fully and gloriquily revealed in 
the Perſon of Chriſt. N Man hath feen Gul 
at any Time, but the only begotten Son, that dwel- 
leth in the Boſom of the Father, he hath declared 
him, John 1. 18. He was declared to be the Son 
of with Power, by the Ke ſurrectinn from the 
Dead, Rom. 1: 4. God who at ſundry Times and 
in divers Manners ſpale unto our Fathers by the 
Prophets, hath in theſe lat Days ſpoken unto. us ” | 
his Son, whom he hath appointed Heir of all 
Things, by whom alſo he made the Worlds, who-+ 
being the Brightneſs of his Glory, and the Chara- 
Fey or expe Image of his Perſon, and upholding 
all ings the Word of his Poner ; when y — 
had by himſelf purged our Sint, ſa down on the + 
Right Hand of the Majeſty on high, Heb. 1. f. 
2; 3. Who Thought it no: Robbery to be equal with - 
God, Phil. 2.6. Seeing it pleaſed the Father + 
that in him ſhould all Fulneſs dwell, Col. f. 19. 
All the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knonledge being 
hid in him, Col. 2. 3. And the Infinite, Eter- 
nal, Unchangeable Exarlencies of God in his 
Counſet of Peace, his Love, Ginge and Mercy to 
loft Sinners, being revealed by M, and repreſen - 

ted in him, 1 John 16. 1'Þphn 4.8, 9, 10. 
By him is Glory — to Cod in the higheſt, on 
Earth Peace, and Goou-will towards Men, Luke 
2. 14. Hence it is that all Idolatry is now 
more inexcuſable than ever, Men being not 
now left to grope in the Dark, ſince Chriſt 1s 
come a Light into the World, John 3. 19,” 
John 15. 22, 24. Add, 17. 30, 31. 
So that we may conclude, as this living to 
C3; bim 
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To the Reader. 


him is an Act of Divine Honour, That he is 


worthy of it, and we may ſay, Rev. 1 5. Unto 
lim that lived ut, and waſhed us from our Sins in 
his own Blood, and hath made us Kings and 
Priefts unto God and his Father, to him be Glory 
and Dominion for ever and ever, Amen. And 
Rev. 5. 12. Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, 
to receive Power, and Wiſdom, and Riches, and 
Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing, 
Tohn 5. 23. That all Men ſhozld honour the Son 

even as they hynour the Father. 
Secondly, Another Reſpect, orr the Account 
whereof this Living to Chriſt here preſſed ap- 
eth reaſonable, is, as it is an Expreſſion of 
the greateſt Love and higheſt Eſteem of him to 
whom we live, and this he is moſt worthy of, 
being 1ncomparably lovely in hiratelf,. and ha- 
vivg lovecl us with an Infinite and Everlaſting 
1 hath died for us while we were 
ies and Sinners, and waſhed us from our 

Sins in his Blood. And 

Thirdly, As this living to Chriſt is a Reſig- 
nation of our felves unto the diſpoſal of ano- 


tier: He is moſt worthy of it, who hath re- 


deemed us with the Price of bis precious 
Blood ; therefore ought we to Honour him 


with our Lives, ſeeing we are not our own, 


Hut his purchaſed: People. So titat- to hive to 


'Ehnift in the conſtant Performance of Divine 


Honour to hirn in the higheſt” Expreſſions of 
the greateſt Love unto Him, and in the fulleſt 
Reſignation of our ſelves unto this Jefus our 
dear Redeemer is entirely his due, and no more 


han our reaſonable Service. 


Secondly, As it is in reaſon due to Chriſt, fa 
5, moll pcceflucy fore us. ä 
URL: 
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Fruit God expects at our hands for this great 
Coſt he hath been put unto for our Redemption 
from Wrath to come. 2. Tit. 14. Chriff gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all 
Liquity, and puriſie unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealozs of Good Works, Rom. 14. 8, 9. To thes 
end Chriſt both died, and roſe, and revived, that 
be might be Lord both of the dead and living, 
Therefore faith the Apoſtle, None of us liueth to 
himſelf, but whethex we live, ne Iive to the Lord, 
and whether we die, we die unto the Lord; 'whe- 
ther we live therefore or die, we are the Lords, The 
like we have inthe Text whereon the following 
Diſcourſe is raiſed, Phil. 1, 20. & 21. Hi ear- 
ne ſt expeFFation and hope was, that Chriſt ſhould be 
magnified in his Body, whether it be by Life or by 
Death; for, ſaith he, to me to live it Chriſt, and 
to dic is gain; that is, faith Piſcator in Loc. Vita 
mea eff recupara in promovenda Gloria Chriffi, my 
Lite 1s employed in promoting the Glory of 
Chriſt. Indeed the Sriact, Eraſnms, Bexa, and 
ethers render this 21ſt Verſe. otherwiſe ;-yet all 
allow this matter to be thus ſtated in the Verſe 
before it; nay, the whole current of Scripture 
manifeſtetk this ro be the great Teſtimony of 
Gratitude for our Redenzption that God expect- 
eth at our Hands. 1. Pet. 2. 9. But ye are 4 cho- 
en Generation, a Royal Priefthood, an holy Nation, 
a peculiar People, that ye ſhould ſhem forth the 
Praiſes of him who hath called you out of darkneſs 
into hi; marvellous Light, Luke 1. 74, 75. That 
being delivered aut of the hands of our Enemies, 
we might ſerve him without fear in Holineſs and 
Kighteonſnef before him all thr days of ow» Life. This 
therefore being the great thing: that is required, 
it is that fox whkoh we ſhalt: be called to a 
#oQ:28count before. the. Tribunal and. ludg- 
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ment-Seat of Chriſt at laſt, and therefore is 
; molt neceflary to be faithfully performed now, 
that we may give up our Accounts with joy 

' at that day. * ap 

Thirdly, But notwithſtanding this living to 
Chriſt is ſo manifeſtly his due, and fo inditpen- 
fably neceſſary a Duty incumbent on us, yet 
is 1t moſt generally neglected by the moſt of 
thoſe very people who are called Chriftians, as the 
open Profaneneſs that hath-overſpread the Nati- - 
on, and the Covetouſneſs, Unfruitfulneſs, For- 
l' | mality and Decay of firſt Love to Chriſt in the 
| : generality of thoſe of the ſtricteſt Profeſſion of 
Religion in the Land, doth too apparently ma- 
nifeſt: And to that degree hath all Fleſh cor- 

rupted its way amongſt us, that without a ſpee- 
dy and general Repentance and Reformation 
we mult expect a ſpeedy and general Deſolation 

to befall the Nation; for God is the fame holy, 
} fm-avenging God that ever he was, when he 

” deſtroyed the World whith a Flood, Sodom and 
Gomorrah with Fire from Heaven, and is no 
reſpecter of Perſons, but will caufe Judgment 
dio begin at his own Houſe, 1 Per. 4. 17. Ar. 

|| + 3:2. Exel. 9. 6. andtherefore deſtroyed Milo, 
|  Feraſaler, and the Churches of Af, &c. for 
their unfruitfulneſs, I/. 5. 5. Heb. 6. 8. Lale 
13. 6. Their Covetouſneſs, ſa. 57. 17. Their 

toſs of firſt Love, Rev. 2. 4, 5. And all theſe . 
things are found among Profeſſors, and in the 

Siris of Salon. What therefore can we expect - 

but what our Lord told the Fes, Lule 13. 3. 
That wnleſs ne repent we ſhall all likewiſe es j 
for none can deliver us out of God's Hand, 
which is ſtretched forth againſt us for our Sins ; 

nor is it like to be turned back, but encreaſed, 


untill we are retormed or destroyed, J. 9. 10, | 
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11, 12, 13, 14. The Lord tells /frael for their 
Stubbornneſs under his afflicting Hand, That 
he would go on and ſet the Syrians againſt him 
before, and the Philiſtint behind him, and that 
they ſhould devour Iſrael with open mouth : 
For all this, ſaith he, hi: Anger is not turned a. 
way, but his hand is ftretched out ſtill; for the peo- 

le turneth not unto him that ſmiteth them, neither 
do they ſeek the Lord of Hoſts. Ver. 14. Therefore 
the Lord will cut off from Iſtael head and and tail, 
branch and ruſh in one day, Lev. 26. 18. And if 
ye will not yet for all this hearken #nto me (viz. when 
afflicted) then will I prniſh you ſeven times more 
for your ſins, The like is ſhewed by the Parable 
of the Pot, whoſe Scum gocth not out of it 
Exel. 24. He that being often regen hardnerh 
his Neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that with- 
out remedy, Prov. 29. 1. Thus was it with El; 
Sons, 1 Sam. 2. 25. and with Iſracl, 2 Chron. 
36. 16. and thus is it like to be with us unleſs - 
we repent. 

Now this fatal Neglect of living to Chriſt 
hath been occaſioned very much by thoſe Di- 
verſions that have turned our minds from that 
fixed View of Chriſt which is neceſſary to ena- 
ble uscomfortably and ſtedfaſtly to live to him 
and walk before him, by being taken up in 
vairi Jangling about the lefſer matters of Reli- 
gion, or filled with the Cares and Pleaſures ot 
his preſent evil World. Our beſt way there- 


tore to live to Chriſt, is, to. get our Minds ſted- 


dily fixed on Chriſt ; this will change our 
Hearts into the fame Image, and enable us to 
Ive unto his Praiſe, and our own Peace, 
When it pleaſed God, (faith the Apoſtle, Gal. 1. 
15, 16, 17.) to reveal his Son in me, I confer- 
red not with Fleſh and Blood. 2 Cor. 3. 18. But 
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we all Zith open face beholding as in 4 glaſs the 
— 7 "ou 2 changed =” the ſame 
e Glory to Glory, even as by the Spirit 
the Lord. 1 John 3. 2. Beloved, now — 10 
Sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we: 
fhall be; but we know that when he ſhall appear, ne 
ſhall be like him (And how doth he know we 
ſhall be like him?) Why, faith be, me foal! 


ſee him as be is: And if a clear view of Chriſt 


in Glory as he is, ſhall tranſlate us into Glory 
Iikeunto him, then may an open view of him, 
tho but as in a Glaſs by Faith, change us in a 
leſſer meaſure inta the ſame Image in degrees of 
Grace here, which thalt be perfected by the 
Beatificial Viſion of him into full Glory here- 


; after. Now it is the great and principal Work 


and Duty of all the Miniſters of the Goſpel to 
preach Chriſt Telus, to publiſh and teach the 


. "Glorious Excellency and Riches of the Love and 
Grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt, to the Conver- 


fon of Sinners, and Edification of the People 
of God; and this ought to he the great concern 


of all that hear the Word, to hear Chriſt preach- 


ed by ſuch Workmen as need not be aſhamed, 
that have Wiſdom, Skill and Knowledge right- 
Iy to divide the Word of God; (for who is ſuſ- 


- cient for theſe things?) To condlude, that the 


enſuing Diſcourſe, or the ſincere Endeavours of 


any that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be 
ſuecceſsful to induce others to live to him, and 


that by a conſtant fixed view of Chriſt, as he is 
revealed to us in the Goſpel, we may be made 
more like unto him, and more conformed to 


his WiHfin all things, is the defire of. 
Thy Servant in the Service of our Lord Ten, 
14 


Chriſtians Life. 
Phil. 1. 2 1. For me to live is Chriſt. 


HE Lord that Tilleth and maleth alive, 
that bringeth down io the Grave, and 
bringeth up, through his goodneſs 
hath raiſed, me up from a ſick Bed, 


and hath brought me once more among you to 


{peak in his Name: I have thought meet to of- 
to your Conſiderations what were my Me- 


citations from this Portion of Scripture that 1 


have named unto you. 


Firſt, What wain and empiy things the Higbeſt 


of our enjoyments in this World are, without Chriſt 
be enjoyed in them, and exalted by us above them 
Secondly, Comfider, all that we hade done, or 
can do in our whole Life, ve are undine without. 
Chriſt: When we come to lic upon a dying 
Bed, there is no enumeration of Works or Du- 
ties will give Comfort or Satisfaction, if wedo 
not ſavingly know Chriſt. 
Thirdly, To conſider what a por thing Heads 
#2;ions, Gifts, Parts, Knowledge, and — the 
| arn- 
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2 Chriſta Chriftirns Life. 


' * Learning in the World is, without Chriſt, If a 


Perſon Jie with his head filled with the beſt of 
Notions,” and be empty of the Treafures of 
Grace and true Knowledge of Chriſt, what a 
poor nuſerable Wretch will he appear to be in 
a dying hour! Alas, how poor and low a thing 
is health, ſtrength, riches, parts and gifts, if 
we are ignorant of Chriſt ? 

Fourthly, Conſider what 4a bleſſed Life they 
live, that Iive in Chriſt, and upon Chriſt : What 
a bleſſed Life it is to live to Chriſt ! There is 
no Life like it: and that is a Believer's Life, 

Fifthly, Cnfider, and this hath been much 
my Meditation, How terrible would the thoughts 
of our life paſ be when we come to die, ſince our 
beſt aftions hade been mixt with Sin, were it not jor 
this glorious Name, the Lord hath revealed to Sin- 
ners, the Lard our Righteouſneſs? All the names 


«of God would be 2 oniſhing to poor Sinners, 


were it not for this, to know the Lord, a righ- 
teous God: That would be a terrible Name; 
Enter not into Fudgment with thy Servant O Lord: 


but the Lord our Righteouſneſs ! poor Sinners 


Righteouſneſs! this Righteouſnels is made 
mine This makes the Thought and Name of 
Chriſt ſweet to a poor Sinner. 

Sixthly, Conſider there is no dying comfortably, 
if ne have not lived on Chriſt. If we have not 
lived to glorifie Chriſt, all things we have en- 
Jones will leave us wretched, poor and miſe- 
rable. 

Seventhily, ©n/der, all our Reading, Praying, 
Ordinances, will be but like withered Leaves, if 


22 are not lept green and flouriſhing in Chriſt our 
| e. 


Eighthly 
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Eigbtly, Al rhe i of our Liſe that ave 
good, ave altin, and from and throu Grit that 
glorious Vine, that bears the Branches Canſ- 
«th them to be fruitful. 0 e 

In the Verſe before the Text, you find the 
Apoſtle reſigning himſelf up wholly to Jeſus 
Chriſt: Acconding to my earneſt expettarion, and 

hope, that in nothing 1 ſhall be aſhamed; but 
that with all boldneſs, as always, fo now alſo, Chriſt 


ſpall be magified in my body, whether it be by lije 


22 Faith he, 1 have reſigned” up my 
ſelf. Lam not afraid of death, neither am I care- 


* 


ful for this life. Whatever Gd will do wich 


me, fo I may but glotiſe him. I am not care- 
ful about this body, whether I live longer here, 
or whether I lay it down in the duſt. Paul as 
it were ſtands a Tip-toe, (faith Mr. Trap) to 
ſee winch way he may glorific Chriſt. I am 
ready to die; it will be for my profit; it will 
be beſt for me to go to Glory. I am fare it is 
beſt for me to go home to my dear Lord, there 
to ſit with him on the Throne, and receive the 
Crown of Immortal Life and Glory: but for 

von it is beff to continne here. b 
Let his name be exalted, and his Glory made 
more known to his Church, however he deal 
with me: am not careful in any thing, nei- 
ther am 1 aſhamed, but that with all boldneſs, as 
alway}, fo, now alſo ; Chrift ſhall be ” oy in 
my body, whether it be by life or by death ; that is 
it I xe for, that is it I dye for. I would hve, 
that I might glorifie him : 1 would die that 1 
may enjoy his Glory: But which way his 
Glory may be moſt exalted, that way have I 
reſigned up my ſelf to the Jord Jefus to diſpoſe 
of me which way he pleaſet!;,, ſo his Name 
D may 
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Chu g Chudtems Life. 
may be magnified in Lite. ox, Death: I deſire 
nothing more than the exalting of Chriſt in 
All. 1 Bec, } 15 ** 0 | | 


n nee reer 
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The matter contained in the. wWotds .of my 


1 Text, ff zs high W and, ef 


A 45 
great a Conſequencc as the Soul of Man can be 


- taken up with; and indeed ſo great, that all 


things in the Wotid are but Trifles in compa- 


riſon to it: What was the ſum of the poles). 
deſire and huſineſs of bis Lite, to ſerve and en- 


ee ee to be the buſineſs .. 
of every one that will be . e happy: 
This Life only can 008 true Peace, Lreafures, 
Pleaſures, Wikdom, Gracy,. Glory to the Im- 
mortal Soul of Man, Whether we read the 
words actively or pa ſſwely of his receiving Life - 
from Ghyitt, or acting for Chriſt, in 2 WE 
t plaigly pers in either ſenſes That riſt 
& the Hum and; Subſtance of A Chriſtians, Life, If 
the Apoſtles- meaning was, That Chrift was 
Liſe to him, or that he would live to Chriſt; 
in either ſeuiſe ¶Aviſt i 4 Believers Life. Some 
do expound it eſficiently, others objectively ;, 1 
think the meaning of the words may not be 
mit placed i hat he under ſtood ;. for Chriſt 
is that incxhauthble Foumtain and Treaſury of 


Grace that à Believer receives his Grace and 


Holineſs front, to att for Chriſt: We cannot 
muve tun ard Chrift but as ne are moved by brit; 


ne muſh baue gur Liſe from Chriſt, bejore we can... 


live i HM he is the Fountain from whence . 
the Belieyer hath his Life: the Sun from 
whence be hath his Light and Glory; the full 

Treature of Grace from whence a Believer te- 
cee A holy Heart and Lite. | 


H e 
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A but u 'Chitſtiaris Life. 5 
He that is the Image of the Inviſible God, 
renews them by his Grace in hat Image; he 
purgeth Conſcience wich his Blood to eve tbe 
living God the Lord Jetus; being tormed up- 
on the heart, the deſires and delights” of: the 


Heart are changed, the bent and byaſs of tbe 


heart is carried after Chriſt it is Chriſt muſt 
kindle the holy Fire upon the Altar ot the 
heart, before the Betiever can act from a true 


en for God. 


Fo rhether the words be len disjunctivel 1 


from the Verſe hefore, That het non mug nit 


Qriſt, betauſe be had received His Life and Si- 
vation from Chriſt: He would mag niſie the ef- 

ficient cauſe of his Life, whom he was united 
to. Or whether conjunctively, He world" live 


19 glorifie Quit, as he had teſalved in the Verte 


before; in either ſenſe chis is plain, The :436/He 
hear. was Wrapt is u 15 G thin ry. Wing 


| in this World. 


There are many precious Trutlts to be ſuckt 
gut ofthis bleſſed Portion of Scripture: Baut 


I ſhall "only through God's aſſiſtance, draw 
from the Werds this Point of Doctrine: 


That's (Pub? Brliever- defirds nor Liſe, nor the 
things of Lie, what us theyre, ud further is 
he may glbriſie and enjoy Ihriſt in chem. 

Or thus, The Aims and End ef a Believer in 
Life or Deerhii 0 gloriſie the Long Fong Cori 
On Chrift ien Chriſtians Lafei 

I. By way of Ex pliqation, Afar Ghrift is 
4 Belieters Lite; & tows Belicver 15 iis 


wraptþ in lit: 22:1 


II. She ho Reasons why tliey arch. 
III. Apply the: WHO. | 4 
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6 Chuſt a 'Thiiſtians Lite 


There are four things wherein a Perſon is 
chiefty concerned. as to Life. 

Fir, His dependency upon tis Life: Ask 
a Man to do any thing, yes faith he, if I am 
alive rin belt 

Secondly, In our natural Actions: If a 
Man eat, drink, put on Cloths, take Phyſick, 
Food, or any thing, it is that he may live. 

Thirdly, Take Lite for the Comforts of Life: 
A Man's Life is a, burthen to him, When his 
Comfortsarc gone; a Believers Late is a burden 
to him when he docs not injoy Chriſt. 

Fourthly, For the Aim and End of Life: 
Perſons that are tractable and induſtrious deſire 
to live here, to be uſeful in their places they 
ſerve their Generation; ſo a Believer deſires to 
Iive fox this end, to ſerve the Lord Jeſus, and to 
glorific his Holy Name. 

Firſt, To take the dependance upon Life: 
James corrects the manners of them, that ſaid, 
1 will go into the City, and and ſell; they 
ſhould have faid, if the Lord mill, ne ſhall live 


«and do this or that: So 2 Believer living de- 


pending on Chriſt, faith he, in my ſelf I am a 
poor dead ſinner; Iam dead to my ſelf and in 

my ſelf; but I depend on Chriſt for Life, I de- 
pend on Chriſt for Wiſdom, for Righteouſ- 
neſs, for Sanctification, for renewed Strength, 
I live upon him for all: For I am dead, I am 
dead to the Law, I have no Action to meet the 
Law with, nor the Law hath no Action againſt 
me; I am dead to Sin as to the Lite of it, and 
to its condemning Power, and to its Malignity 
and Guilt: and I am dead to the World, I de- 


pend on Chyift faith the Apoſtle, ht Chri/f 


wwight be all in al. Alas! what can I do, all my 


Chit a Chuſans Life = 
duits are ended im Law: lt is Life we depend 
on tor the enjoyment of o Friends; Oh it 18. 
Chriſt far all, ſaith the Apoſtle, ye: «re» deads. 
what then 2 © your life is hid with (hi in Gal, 

of. 3. 3. Ye are dead, ye are "crucified 
with Chriſt ; dead to your own Rightcoulnels. 
An Unbehieyer, whatever good he dath, cxaks 
himſelf and his own Righteouſncſe; but what 
good a Believer doth, is to have ris Rich- 
teouſneſs exalted he ſaith no more but Chrift ; 
but one ignorant of Chriſt, ſets the Crown of all 
he doth upon his own Head ; I faſt, I pray, I give 
Tithss, faith the Phariſee; but when a Soul 
knows Chriſt, No more I, ſaich he; 7 are 
dead, but v0 litt is hid wiih Chriſt in GG; 
what then? ben Chrift dur Life ſhall appear, ve 
all A ſo appear with: him in Glory: Tbe Believer 

is wrapt up ein Chriſt living, Wirapt up in 
Chriſt dying; if it were poſſible, a Believer 
could be ſeparated from Chriſt, he would be 
loſt and undone for ever; what a poor nful 
naked Creature is he? No, ſaith the Apoſtle; 
on are dea, and where is my Life? daft e- 
nough in Chriſt, my Lite is hid with God ina 
Chriſt: When Thall my Life appear? WI 
when Chriſt who is our Life ſball appear; we ſhall 
al ſo appear with him in Glory. The Samt lives up- 
on Chriſt; when be dies, he dies in Chriſt, 
when raiſed up, is raiſed up. by Chriſt, cloth- 
ed with Chrit's Righteouſneſs,” ben Christ 
1446 dur Life (bull appear,” Cc. & Saint cannot 
be ſeparated from Cn but -{hall anpear” 


with and in Chriſt; all the Formaliſts, Lega- 
liſts and Moraliſts in the World ſhall appear 
at the Great Day, but it is without, Chtiſt; 
you know a Man cannot ſpeak, act, not do 
ay 
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aChiiſlans Life. 
any thing when his Life is gone: So faith” the 
Apoſtle, Aryan are dead: to the Lam; dead to Sin' 
. and deadrothe urid, ſoyou are dead to your 
. .ownRighteouinels, when Ori: bo i or. Life 
ſhall apprar, we ſhall appear with him in Glory x 
you fhall not go one ſtep further than Chriſt 
a goes, you are Members of his Body: My 
Friends, there is 'a great difference between a 
Man hearing and praying, and knowing Curiſt 
only by reading; and a Saint living upon 
Chriſt in every Duty, in every Affliction; 
living upon him in Life, living upon him in 
Death, faith our Bleſſed Lord, Fobn 6. 9. Mur 
Hubert eat Manna in the Milderneſti, and ar 
dead; they depended on the Manna for Life; 
but: be that eat this Bread ſhall live for eber, (as 
if he had fſaid)vou that depend on any thing 
below: me ſhall die: When Perſons live on 
any thing below Chniſt, they have dead Souls | 
Iwving, and damned Souls dying: I any de- 
pend on me as the living and immortal Food of 
their Seuls, they ſhall live for ever; your | Fathers 
eat Anna and are dead ; Ordinances periſh 
with us, Duties periſh wick us, and all be- 
iow Chriſt will penſh; the Behevers All is 
to have Chriſt in them, Jeſus Chriſt the Bread 
of Lite that came down ſtom Hewen: fan 
che living Bread, that came down from Heaven, 
if any eat of this Bread be fhaltlive jor ever and 
this Bread the Spirit of the Lord in the Word 
reveals to the Soul, and the believing Soul yes 
by it for ever; it is the Spirit of Chriſt that 
reveals and applies to the believing Soul the 
Riehtcouſneſs, Grace and Blood of Chriſt, to 
jaſtiſie and cleanſe them from all 9 
re acts, - 


* 
1 


%. 


—_ - * 


6 „» ere er .. e 4 | 


ChiiſhaThiitians Life. 9 


neſe, and make known to them, tbr their 
New is written in the Baabe Life; the know- 
| of ahich doth draw forth a Behevar: 


to exerciſe Grace in every condition. 

Apoſtle, Phil. 4. 42. 1 can do all things; Paul, 
ou are a brave man indeed, what can you 
02 I ran do all things, 1knon how tw want, and 

0-abound; you hear me , what I can 

do, pray don't miſtake me, 1 depend on Chriſt 
for it; I can do all things through Chriſt that 

Frengtlent me. The Believer lives through 

Chril : You may ſee a natural Man praying, 

2 natural Man bearing ot pertornung.a duty; 

but this Man depends on his own ſtrength and 

on duty and you may ſee a Believer in Duty, 
and it may be the natural Man hath greater 

Parts and finer Expreſſions than the Believer; 

but the Behever hives on Chriſt ſor all, and 

the other on himſelf; Saith the Bellever, I can 

40 all things through Ctriſ that flrengtbens mit 5 

he would have Cbriſt in all, he would: have 

Chriſt foremb{t.in all; ſo that a Believer is 

irt with the Strength of Chriſt: Perſons may 

Preach, others may Hear, Pray, Diſcourſe; 

we may have fine Matter, cutlous Divinity 

wrapt up: but it Jeſus Chriſt is not preached to 
poor Souls and depended upon, it is all no- 
thing; what can this poor Creature du when! 
he comes to die, and look Deatii in the Face, 
that ſtrong Champion, that King of Terrors? 
lie cannot ſce him but in great horror and eur. 
A formal Chriſtian, that ſtrives to ons fine 
Words, have fine Expreſſions, learn ſomething 


by tote; they can Diſpute of Religion, there 


toreptunk they are brave Chniſtians ; but comes 
mt 2 
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0 Chit aChultians Life. 
@ Temptation or a' Tryat on them, — han 
not how to go through the Battle; But take 
A real Chriſtian that is meaner in Expreſſions, 
that lives on Chriſt, and is girt about with the 
ſtrength of Chriſt, how does he go through 
the Battel? x Sam. 17. What Armor Was 
there put on to go out againſt that migh 
Champion? That which girt him with'Streng 
was the glotious Name of the Lord; the Men 
of Hrael, though Men of War, were afraid '; 
but comes David without Armour, and he 
would encounter him; Verſ. 45; Then "ſaid 
«David to the Philiſtine, Thou comeff to me with 4 
Sword, and with a Spear, and nith a Shield; bat 
come to thee in the Name of the Lord of Hoſts 
Divid had made the Lord his Strength, he was 
irt about with the Strength of the Almighty 
rd; the Name of Jehovah was” the Breaft- 
plate he put on; but the Men of rae! that 
were great Warriors, were afraid to meet this 
Champion : So Perſons that have been great 
Diiputers, great Diſcourſers, Perſons that have 
been great in Knowledge in the Letter, ſhall: 
be afraid to meet Death that great Champion; 
when a Wenk Believer that - hath made Chriſt 
his Lite, Mall go through the Battle with 
Courage; ſo I fay, a Believer depends on 
Chriſt for Life, for the Life of Grace, for the 
Life of Righteouſneſs, being girt about with 
the Strength of the Lora. 
Secondly, Take Life for the Actions of Life: 
While a Man lives, he Acts; when a Man is 
dead, he cannot act; faith the Apoſtle, fitit 
Neeatively, aud then Affirmatively, None 
lier to bimfelf, none dies to- himſelf; and then 
Aſfirmatively, living or dying we are the ; = 
bas m. 
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Chꝛiſt a Chatfians Life. tr 
Rom. 14. 8. So if we ask a natural Man, why 
do we as a natural Man, why do you eat, 
drink, put oncloaths and work? that I may 
live: And if we ask a Chriſtian, why do 
you pray, hear, wait on God in Ordinance? 
O that I may live on Chriſt, injoy Cariſt : Tow © 
ſee me (ſaith Paul) live, as you think, but you 
are miſtaken, 7 do not live of my ſelf, it « Chrift 
that lives in me, and the Life I live is by the Faith 
of the Son of God, Gal. 2. 20. Iam crucified with 
Chriſt, nevertheleſs I live; I am dead, yet I 
live; I am dead to the World, yet I hve in 
Chriſt; I ama dead condemned Sinner by the 
Sentence of the Law, yet 1 live in the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt; I am dead to my own 
Righteouſne, to my own Works, but I am 
alive in Chriſt ; I am crucified with Chriſt, never- 
theleſe I live; yet not 1, but Chrift liveth in me; 
though I am dead to Sin, I am alive to Cui; 
though 1 am a dead Sinner, I am a living Saint; [ 
am pardoned in Chriſt, beloved in Chriſt, made 
alive through Grace in Chrift,clothed with the 
Righteouſneſs ofChriſt therefore I live tho dead; 
as ifa Man ſhould fay, I am a Man ſentenced, 
yet Tam a Man abſolved; I am Man dead in 
the Eye of the World, yet Iam a Man ac- 
quitted, here is my Pardon; fo faith a Behever, 
the Law condemns me, the Law Judges me, but 
I am alive in Chriſt, pardoned in Chriſt z Now 
Law thou haſt nothing to ſay to me. 

Well but Paul, do you live? Tou have 
got your Pardon, will you live now to your 
ſelf? Nay, ſanh be, do not miſtake me, 
though you hear me fav, I live, yet not I live, 
but Chriſt liveth in me; 1 do not lay, I ary par- 
doned and abſolved to live to my ſelf; No = 
| e 
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12 Chu a Chailtians Life. 


Life is none of mine; though you ſee me a liv- 
ing Saint, yet 1 have my root in Chriſt; it 5 


not 1, but riß lives in me: When] was a 
Phariſee it was 1, then I prayed, I repented, I 
humbled my ſelf, I did this or that, I lived 
zexlouſty to the Law; but now it is no more I, 


though 1 do the Action of a Man, as before, 


I ſpake as the Phariſce, I did fo and fo in my 
felf; but now it is changed, now it is in Chriſt 


all; before it was in my on Righteouſneſs, 


now. Chriſt's Righteouſneſs; before it was my 


Duty, but now it is Chriſt ; Chriſt Iyeth in 
me, Chriſt -reiens in me, Chriſt” is all in all; 
"therefore not I, but Chriſt; therefore look not 
on me; do you hear me pray, preach, do any 
action, it is no more Iůñ hut Chriſt in me, and the 
Tie I nom live is by Faith'in the Son of God. If 


2 natural Man eats, drinks, put on cloths, it is 
that he may live: but all that 1 do, is that 1 
may enjoy Chriſt: Some poor Creatures think 
whey they have done ſome duties, they have 
done enough to ;uſtihe them; but if they have 


not Chriſt their Life they will appear in as bad 
à ſtate as the profarieſt Wrerches on Earth: But 
I put on CiHtiſt to be my Wiſdom, Righte- 


duſheſs, Sanctigitic, in all my Duties I amn 


putting on Crit. hard matter to turn 


Perſons from Profaneis; but when they are 


turned from Profaneſs, and reft upon their 


Reformation, it is an harder matter to turn 


them to Chriſt: Now all the Actions of a 
'Belicyer are ſtill that Chriſt may be his Life, 
Acting mn Chrift and for Chriſt. 


Thirdly, Take Life for the Comforts of Life : 


What is Man's Life to him, if his Comfort 
have taken their leave of him ? So it is with-a 


Believers, 
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I cannot rejoyce in them, tall I. meet with. - 


7 


Chriſt ; he is my Comfort; when he ſtunes on 
my Soul, then all goes well with me: Heß 
the health of my countenance, faith David, , Pal. 
43. 5. How do Saints return mourning and 
ſorrowing, and. what a ſorrowful ſtory wall 
they tell us, if they haye not met with Chriſt 


in an Ordinanct'? A formal Profeſſor; he is 


content, if he hath been at an Ordinance, 
whether he meets with Chriſt. or no: But 
come to a Believer, ask him, how doth it go 
with you? faith be, I have waited on God 
(and I bleſs God that he hath. brought me to 
wait on him), but I have not met with God; 
and he forrows-and-mourns.. with the . Spouſe, - 
called, hut he gave me no anſwer, I could not hear 
one comfortable nord from him, Cant. 3. J nent 
to the, Watch-men, but 1 could not find bim. Oh 
what ſorrowſul ſtories will Behevers tell, if 
they lo. not meet with Chriſt! If I could 
meet with him then ſhould I rejoyce; though. 
you may {ce me perform Duties, what. is this, 
if Ido not meet with Chriſt, - and have him 
thining upon my Soul? Thus take Life ſor 
the Comtortsof Liſe; and the Belicvet hath no. 
Comfort when Chriſt wihdraws.;, when they 
come from an, Ordinancewhere.they Rare net 
with Chriſt, they will 1 an 
Ulart; Oh Imet with him whom my Soul de- 
ſired land that ĩs to make Chriſt od Liſe, to 
depend on Chriſt, and in the Actions of all ur 
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14 
Souls have no ported in —— without 
Chriſt - So therefore the Spouſe invites Chriſt 
very friendly; bor ſhe knew, that if ſhe had 
not injoyment of him (he ſnould —2 no com- 
fort; ſhe invites him in Cant. 12, Que 
mr Beloved, ler us go forth into : 22 let ua 
ludge in the Villages; let us pet up early ro the 
© Vineard; let ns fee if the ine 12 whether 
. render Grape appear, and the Pompranates 
bud ; there will 7 ive thee' my loves. Oh 
2 {he, my I oved, let key go forth; if 
I without thee, I ſhall have no comfort in 
my walk: Lord. Jcfus, faith 2 Believer, come 
in this Ordinance, come in this Duty, reveal 
thy Grace and Righteouſneſs ; without that 1 
have nd comfort : Come, by Beloved, ler a, ge 
early to the L 2 "la ut ſee” if the 
wiſh: T am fare if I have not thy — 
mall have a dead and dark time, a diſmal 
walk of it: Come Lord Jefus in the Revela- 
tion of thy Grace in my Heart, then will 
_ thrive in Grace; then ſhall I receive com- 


171 have but the Buddings of m if 
have thy preſence, 1 ſhall make a con- 
ſtruction of it; if T have but a little Grace and 
Chriſt's — I can ye in a little 
Grace: A little Grace when Chriſt appears, 3s 
more to 4 Believer, than a ſtrong Faith when 
Chriſt withdraws : ws: The'$ * not bring 
diſcomfort to her ſelf; 5 let nr fee if the Vine 

> #hether the tender graper appear ; if 

there be but the leaſt Grace in wh what 
will you do? there vil I give loves, 
there will I give thee my * kn FM will 
1 with open Heart, W 2 

ecti- 


» — 
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Affections; there will I give thee my praiſes 
there will J exalt thy Name: Come let us ſee 
whether the tender grape appear and the Pomegra- 
nates bud forth; ſee how my Soul thrives; let; 
me take comfort though there be but the leaſt 
budding forth of Grace; though I have but a 
dram of Grace, let me have thy preſence; there 
will Igive thee my loves: Firit, My Soul 
thall bare beart-joy, and be full at delight. Se- 


condly, Then will I give thee the glory of thy 


Grace. Thirdly, There will my Soul be en» 


deared to thee: When thou art preſent the 


very buddings of Grace will be ſweet: The 
ſtrongeſt Belrever cannot take comfort in his 
Graces till Chrilt appear in the manitcitation 
of his Love to the Soul. 

Fuurtbly, Take Life for the end of Lite. The 
end I live for, pray for, hear for, is, that I may 
enjoy Chriſt. My Friends, Pray look to the 
end of your actions, and ſee that your aim and 
defire in all, is to glorifie and enjoy the Lord 
Teſs ; for it is but a few days, and you will 
come to your laſt day; a little time, and you 
will have time no more; a few Minuites before 

ou will draw your laſt Breath; a few Sab- 
aths, and you will have no more; and what- 
erer you have done, it you hwe not made 
Chrift your lite, you are undone for ercr, 
That is an excellent quettion the Lord Chriſt 
puts to the multitule, Mat. 11. 7. faith. our 
bleſſed Lord concerning 70%, What went ye 
9:8? into the Wilderneſe to fee, a Reed ſhaken with 


_ the Wind? John that ha Preacht of the 


coming and appearing of Chriſt, there was a- 
bundanee of People ſtockt about him to hear 
kim, as if they would all have been his“ Co: - 
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16 Chilf a Chaitians Life. 

verts: But alas, they did not know him, 
nor wherefore they went after him. Many 
poor ſinners ſeem to be taken with the Mini- 
ſters, and ways of God for a time, but they 
Jo not know why nor wheretore; as if the 
Lord ſeſus ſhould ſay, if you are only taken 
with tis Preaching as a Man, and only the 
words of his mcuth, you will but tee a Reed 
ſhaken with the Niund: Tt a Perfon goes to hear 
the beſt Man upon Earth Preach, a man of the 
greatc(t Fame and Name, and goes barcly tor 
his Learning or Eloquence, or to hear ſome 
new thing, alas, you fee but a Reed ſhaken 
with the u ind, a poor mortal Man, a poor ear- 
then Veſſel; the beſt of Miniſters and Chri- 
ſtians when under Temptations, are but Reeds 


ſhaken with the wind; but it you come cut to 


hear Chriſt Preacht, to enjoy Chriſt, to meet 
with Chriſt, and can ſay I come to hear Chriſt 
Cruciftel and Preached, Chriſt's Righteouneſs 
revealed, then indeed this 1s the aum and end 
ot a Believer : But faith Chriſt, What came you 
t jor? we may ny to many Profeſſors, 
What come you out for? notwithſtanding the 
means you have had, the mercies vou have en- 
pyed, you, are in the old way that you were 
in; how blind ind 1enorant. are molt of the 
Dcctrine of Faith in Chrift, of theat Doctrine 
that alone will fave them, of that Righteoul- 
ness that will fave iim in the day of Battle? 
Sane arc taken with one thing, ſome with a- 
n ther; {ome to get Motions in the Head to 
maintain Diſputes: But tew come to enjoy 
Chriſt, and meet with him; but what went 
vou ot fer, O Belicyer, to enjoy Chit? and 
i- Chriſt ie not your aim aud end 11; every Duty 
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Chaiſt a Chuſtians Like. 7 
and Sermon, what a fad diſappointment will 
you meet with at lat! Will you not do that 
in {ſpiritual action, as in a civil action? You 
cat, you drink, that you may live, faith Chriſt, 
Mat. 6. 25. Tale no thought for your liſe, what 
you ſhall eat, or what you (hall drink, nor yet "for 
your body what you ſhall put on: is not life mare 
than meat, and the body than raiment ? So I far, 
is not Chriſt more than life? Is not Jekus ® 
Chriſt more then all the thines tht appertain | 
tolife? Solaith a Believer, 1 doall that I may 
get Chrift. So much for thole tour things in 
the Explication concerning Lite. 

The next is, the reaſon why 2 Bchever de- 
fires to enjoy Chrilt. | 

Fir, Becauſe of that Union there is between 
Chriſt and every Believer. As there is an 
Union between a man and himſelf, ſo is there 
a Union between Chriſt and a Believer : You 
are dead, and your Life is hid with Chriſt in 
God; not I hive, but Chriſt lives in me: Jam 
not on my own bottom; J am not a man hv- 
ing of my telf; they that are joyne to tlie 
Lord are one Spitit : Chriſt is made my own: 
leis made to me Wiſdom, Rightemiinels Lan- 
ctification and Redemption: Chriſt and J am 
one; I am a Member of his myſtical Body, © 
that wherever 1 lire, I live in Chriſt, and. 
Chriſt in me, and Thre to Chriſt. A Believer 
is the very” Image of Chriſt's Goodneſs, tlie 
very Impreſſion of Chriſt's Mercy, the Pledges 
of Chriſt's Love: Saith a Believer, I fee 
Chriſt's Conqueſts is my Conqueſts, his Life is 
my Life, his Rightcouſneſs my Righteouſneſs, 
Ins Victory, my Victory. I ſce him dead for 
me, riſen for me, at God's Right-Hand for me, 
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a$ Chilſf a Chiiftians Lite. 
appearing in Glory for me, riſing me up at 
the laſt day, John 6. 44. No man can come 10 
me, except the F:ther nhich hath ſent me dran 
him; and 1 will raiſe him up at the Iaft day. 
There is ſuch an Union between the duſt of 
a Believer in the Grave, and Chriſt, that 
he will raiſe him up in a clole and near Union, 
þ bis Body like C:rift's glorious Body: Saith 
” Chriſt, though 2 Belicver dies, there ſhall 7 
none of his Glory be loſt ;, the Grave is a per- 
ſumed Bed, to take a fwecet Nap, til! Chiriſt 
calls in the glorious morning of the Reſurre- 
ction, then he will raiſe up every crum of bis 
duſt, there ſhall none of him be loft; for there 
is ſuch an Union between Chriſt and a Bel:crer, 
that a Believer may mect death and not fear : 
Death is brit a meſſenger of Peace to you, tho 
he is the King of Terrors to molt of the World: 
be comes with an Angels Face to the Believer, 
tells you ſweet news; tells you, you mult go 
to your Beds of Duſt, where you thall reſt in 
Peace for a time, and- then be raiſed up to 
Glory; as we do our Children, wrap them up 
in their Swad ling Cloaths for the Night, and 
dreſs them fine in the Morning: Death might 
Ry, come you are only to go to your bed of 
Duſt, and in the Morning when you awake, 
the Bridegroom will come and attire yon : 
kere you are deſiring and longing after Chriſt ; 
you would have more of God, more enjoy- 
ment of Chriſt, more comfort in your Spirit: 
"well, you ſhall have it in the other World. 
It is true, Chriſt will ralſe up the wicked te 
jndge and condemn them. Union with Chriſt 
-  ezuſes the Soul to cry out, O for me to live i- 
ri: Olet .me live to.thy Glory Lord; O 
| | let 
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Chuſt a Chaiſttans Life. 19 
let not a momenif my Life be without the en- 
joyment of thee! What is the Preaching of 
the Word, why are the Embaſſadors jent 
forth, what are a multitude of mercies, ic 
I do not enjoy Chriſt? O that I may 1mag- 
nifie Chriſt, glorifie Chriſt, nich a Believer, 
that is it I preſs after more than any thing I 
here enjoy. 
| Secondly, A Believers defire is, that he may 
live to enjoy Chriſt, becauſe of the bleſſed Sup- 


plies he hath from Chriſt; ſaith the Prodigal, 


In my Father's houſe there is Bread enough; 0 
{aith the Soul, my Grace and Peace, and Cam- 
fort, and Righteouſneſs, and Joy, is all from 
Chriſt, Saith the Plalmiſt, He led me in the 


Paths of Righteonſacſt, and cauſed me to Iy: don n 


in green Paſyre;: O faith the Believer, It is 
from Chriſt alone that T have ſupplies of Grace 
of Peace, of Strength: Sith Aufin, I with | 
had ſeen three things, That I had ſeen Rome 
in its Glory; That I had ſeen Chri/# conver/ang 
with Men: and that I had ſeen Paul, and beard 
him Preach! But faith another Father, J de- 
fire to ſee the King in his Beau, the Lord Feſes 
Chrift in his Kingdom of Glory, Many , have 
ſpoke of bim, yet never received Grace from 
him; but to have Supplies from Chriſt, io be 
watered from him, that a Believer deſires. 
Thirdly, A Believers deſire is to live to 
Chriſt, becauſe all means and merci s are al! 
too low for a Believer: without Chriſt : Ah, 
faith the poor cuil, What is the Ordinance but 
* — Well, if I have not Chriſt! what is 
my Lite, my Friends, my Comtorts,  with- 
out” Chriſt ! It was asked one, where lay her 


Jewels, my Jewels are in my Husband and 
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2% . Thillt a Chiilttans Life, 
bis Conqueſts. Another, wire lic your Or- 
naments? my Ornaments are my two Sons. 
But ask a Belicver, Where are your Jewels? 
my Jewelsare in Jeſus Chriſt the Pearl of Price: 
Age another Believer, where are your Orna- 
| ments? O it is in Chriſt, I put on. Chriſt, tk 
wear Chriſt, I enjoy Chriſt, Chriſt is my Or- 
i nament : ask another, where is your Treaſure ? 
in the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, Epheſ. 3. 
8. Unto me who am leſi than the leaf of all Saints, 
Ai this Grace given, that I ſhould Prrach among 
' .the Gentiles the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt ; 
there is a Behievers Riches : Now the World 
is too low a Region for a Believer to live in, 
were it not that he enjoys Chriſt in it; Meat 
and Drink, and Honours, are too low for a 
Believer to live on; but to enjoy Chrilt in all, 
is that which he aims at. | 
I hope that I may fay, that it is your carneft 
deſire to enjoy Chriſt; and that auy thing be- 
tow this would have been too low an end for 
vou; in your carneſt defires for me to be re- 
ſtored to you, and to have me among you once 
more; to fee me in the Fleſh only, was too 
Tory an end ; but yorr end I hope was that von 
might enjoy Chriſt: That J might be ſpared, 
to Preach Salvation in Chriſt to you, what 
Four Souls had tormerly taſted of: The Lord. 
wip't away your Tears, and took away your. 
forroxetul Spirits, O that you may meet with 
Teſus Chiriſt whom your Souls long for, and 
tonz to hear from! O that he that is the Liſe 
of Saints, may come with quickening Lite to 
your Souls, that you may know your aim and 
end was, that you might enjoy Chriſt: The 
Loxd hath beard your Cries, and the Lord 
| i * Sxant 
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Chaift a Chiilfians Life. 21 


grant your Weeping and Sorrow may be turn- 


ed into Joy while you live, and that we may 


meet together hetore the Throne, where you 
Mall have your Tears wiped away. 

Four:bly, The fourth Reaſon is, The endear- 
ed Love of Jeſus Chriſt conſtrains a Believer to 
deſire nothing in this Life, but what they may 
enjoy Chriſt in: O ſaith a Behever, Lord let 
me die in thy Embraces, rather than to live 
with the hiding of thy Face: I had rather die 
inthy Arms, than to live with thy Armsclaſp- 
el againſt me: The love of Chriff conſtrains me, 
as 2 Cor, 5. 14. Friends, have you taſted of 
the Love of Chriſt, and can you deſire any 
thing that you do not enjoy Chriſt in? What 
a poor heap of nothing is all in the World 
without Chriſt 2 A Saint will tell you if you 
1k him, that he never livet a good day white 
he lived without Chriſt; why the Love of 
Chriſtis thed abroad in his heart, for the Love 
„ Chrift confraineth us, beraufe we thus judor, 
rat if one died for al, then were all dead: Saith 
the Apoſtle, The love of Chriſt conſtrains me; 
why, if one died jor all, then were all dead in Sr x 
what (ball ne do then, that they which live, fhoald 
ant henceforth live unto themlelv2s, But unto him 
hich died for them, and roſe again? When a 
Soul hy Faith fees a dying Chrift, methinks he 
ſhould ſay, The love of Chri® contrains me +: He 
lived in Love, and taught Love, he died in Love, 
and hits at God's Right-Hand in the infinite“ 
neſs of his Love, to intercede for his redeemed 
ones : Saith the Apoſtle, Tore love of Chrift con- 
rains me. If we ask ſome, Why do you fo 
long after the enjoyments of Chriſt? O fays 


ihe Soub the Love of Clirit! The Love of 
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22 CThilft a Chaiſfians Life. 

a. bleeding, dying Chriſt, © conſtrains me! 
How lovely are his embraces ! He hath called 
me, loved me, waſhed me a dead ſinner, a 
' wretched ſinner : O the love of Chriſt conſtrain: 
mel Jam in a ſtrait! I would not ask for 
Life, if Imight not enjoy Chriſt, Not Chritt 
* only as he was King of the Tens, as he converſ- 
- ed here on Farth,but a crucified bleedingChrift. 
Paul goes through the World as a Man mind- 
ing nothing: 1 don't know any man aſter the Fleſh, 
' mor I do not regard what man ſaith: No, nor 1 
do nor know Chriſt as he came of the Stock of the 
— but I know Chrift as my Redeemer, and that 

e died for me. He goes through the World aa 

a man that hath loſt a rich Pearl, he goes look- 
ing for that Pearl, fo that he minds nothing 
elfe. But if 1 could find this Pearl, It is the 
love of Chriff, it conſtraint me to live to him: 1 
go through the World taking notice of nothing 
elſe, Gal. 2. 20. I am crucified with Chriſt, ne- 
derthele ſt I live, yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me; 
and the life which I now live in the fleſh, I live by 
the Faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himſelſ for me; who loved me a wretched 
Sinner, who loved me an undone Sinner, who 
love me a condemn:d Sinner, who loved me a 
dead Sumer. O the love of Chriſt conſtrains 
me, that if I lire, let me live in him, let 
me live to lim! O how can I live without 
him! O fe me with Flagont, comfort me nith 
Apples, for I am fick of love, Cant. 2. 5. The 
tore of Chriſt conſtrains a Believer ; it is not 
the Law; it is not becaute elſe I thall be damn- 
ed without him; no, no, if I do Duties, enjoy 
Sabbaths, it is all nothing to me without 


Chriſt. | 
Fifthly, 
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huiſt a Chaiſttans:Life, 
Fitthly, ABcliever fears nothing more than the 
withdrawings of Chriſt ; of alt the t1dmgs and 
news that can be brought to him, nothing does 
he fear ſo much as Chrifts withdrawing from 
um; he fears leaſt this Sun ſhould withdraw, 
that he ſheukl fee a dark Day; though Chriſt 
will never be gone totally, yet he fears the 
hiding of his Face. - __ 
Sixthiy, A Believer hatha new principle, a 
principle of Grace, the Kingdom of Heaven with- 
in him, that he cannot live without Chriſt, the 
new Creature, the new principle, is Chriit poi- 
elſing the Heart, and when Chriſt poſſeſſes the 
Heart, it puts all things at Arms length; ſo Chriit 
may be enjoyed, Gal. 1. 16. J conferred mt with 
fleſh and blood, when God revealed his Son, then 
] was off of my. old principle: I did not confer 
with fleth and blood, with fleſhy principles: I 
was not only off from my own righteouſneſs, my 
own Works, my own Prayers and Duties, but I 
come to live upon Chriſt, I come to have a new 
lite within, a new glory revealed to my Soul; I 
come to live upon Chriſt, to drive a new Trade 
tor Heaven. When once the Lord revealed Chriſt 
to me, I conferred not with fleſh and blood: 
Now conferring with Fleſh and Blood 
is the ruin of many Souls. Firſt, take 


conferring with fleſh and blood for the World, 


and all the enjoyments of it, how many turn 
their back on Chriſt, and ruin their Souls for 
the love of the World? 24ly, Take fleſh and 
blood for all the Performances and Duties that 
Perſons can do, when Perſons take this for their 
Rightcouſneſs, how do they ſplit their Souls on 
it? When Pas! was a Pfariſce, he thought 
ins dun Dutics weuld ſave him, but when 
__ Ciuiſt 
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24 Chia Chiſttians Life. 
Chrift was revealed to him, then faith he, 7 
cont all bur dung and droſt that I may win Chriſt ; 
one that was righteous, a-praying, Paul, one 
that had enough to carry him to Heaven as he 
thought; alas ſaith he, all this was but fleſh 
nnd blood when I came to know Chrift. - | 
f zaly, Take Believers with * hat they have to 
f oppoſe them, take Believers under their doubt- 
ing, then they will conſider what they have 
; of their ownto help them to Heaven; but faith 
Paul, I conferred not nith fleſh and blood. 
I! be 7th Reafon, The Behever by Faith hath 
> Found Chriſt the Pearl of Price, he hath found 
enough to live upon: The. Merchant goes 
 feeking goodly Pearls, but when he hath found 
the Pearl of great price, he ſells all to buy that 
Perl, Mat. 13, 46. Who when he hai found one 
Pearl of great Price, he went and ſod all that he 
had and bought it. He was ſeeking goodly Pearls: 
There are many good thines that Perſons ſeck, 
but not. che good 5 I confeſs they are goodly 
Pearls. Praying isa good Duty, Hearing is a 
good Nuty, the Lord's Supper and Baptiſm are 
good Dutics/ and they are the Believers privi- 
ledge and art not to be omitted. But Chriſt is 
the Precio: en, the Pearl of great Price: 
There jt one or theſe Pearls will open the 
Kingdom of Heaver , or give you acceſs 10 the 
Throne of Grace o Crown you with everlaſting 
Glory. The fooliſh Vi eins had theſe goodly 
Pearls, but not the Peart of great Price; they 
went along with the Wiſe Virgins, they were 
called Virgins, they were without ſpot, but 
when the Bridegoom came, they wanted the 
Pearl of Price; when Chriſt came, they cried , 
Give us of your Oil; if they had but one drain of 
a | Grace, 
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Chifft a Theiffia'is Life, 25 
Grace, they hadentred in with the Bridegroom, 
but we ſee they were ſhut aut. Many go thro 
the Field of the Goſpel, and take up many 
coodly Pearls; Praying, Hearing and Faſting 
are goodly Pearls, but when the Soul comes to 
find Chriſt, to know him, he ſells all for that 
Pearl of Price: Sell them, how? does he part 
with his Duties? no, no; does he neglect | 
Praying, Hearing and other Duties and Ordi> 
nances? no, but he ſells them, as if a Man 
ſhould bind up all his goodly Pearls together, 

and give them all for one Pearl of great Price. So 
a Man ſells all his Duties and Performances, as 
that which doth nothing in point of Juſtifica- 

tion, but all for to glorifie that Jeſus Chriſt, 
that precious Pearl of Price. He fells his fins. 
and his Righteouſneſs too; many think if they 
part with their fins, they have tound the Pearl 
of Price; it is a good thing to turn from fin, . 
but truly there muſt be another turn; you 
muſt turn from your own righteouſneſs too; 
as to reſting on it, and truſting to it. Many 
are troubled for theſe good ly Pearls, and ſay, 
O 1t I could but pray as ſome can, I fhould 
have a great deal of comfort; if I could mourn 
as I fee ſome do, I thould be encouraged to come 
to Gd, in hope he would pardon me; theſeare 
goodly Pearls, but there is a Pearl muſt brigh- 
ten all thete ; the Blood of Chriſt muſt waſh. 
away the filth of theſe Tears, and the guilt of 
your Duties, and make you clean, or you are 
undone tor ever; tor theſe Pearls, though they 
go through the World, they will not go in Em 
manuel Land, not one drop of your own righ- 
teouſneſs in Heaven. Phil. 3. 8. 9. Na doxbtleſs, 
aud I count all things but laſs, for the excellency of 
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the knowledge of Chrift Je ſus my Lord; for whom: 1 
have ſuffered the loſ: of all things, and do count 
them bat dung that 1 may win Chriſt, and be found 
in him, not having minc own righteouſneſs which 
is of the Law, but that which is thruug h the (aith of 
rid, the rig hieou ſuc ſ⸗ which is of God by faith, 
And be found in him, all that is done by a Be- 
liever on earth, is to bring forth fruit to God 
as a meet Inberitor of the Kingdom of Heaven; 
as one made holy and blameleſs, and ſanctificd 
to bring forth fruit to this glorious Chriſt. But 
is this Fruit once to be mentioned in the King- 
dom ot Glory, as the cauſe of our being glo- 
rified? it is not there, Lord I have Prayed, or 
T have bceen at the Houſe of God, or I have 
Faſted ; no, if that had been, might not the 
Foohſh Virgins have entred into Heaven as well 
as the Wiſe? But it is to have this name on us, 
the Lord our Righteouſneſs ; it is what Chriſt 
hath done, you being found in him, what he 
hath performed, what he 1s, that Believers ſhall 
be, as being Members joyned to their Head. 
Well, have you tound this Pearl of great Price, 
though there be not ſuch -great inlargements, 
ſuch great gilts? And do your Souls wrap up 
your {ſelves in ths righteouſnefs of Chriſt ? 
And do you lay hold on him to be Wiſdom and 
Rightcoutneſs, and Sanctification and Redemp- 
tion to you? Hath God brought you off from 
your own bottom ? Do you no longer ſtand 
on your own Legs? Do you truſt to nothing 
that you can do? What if ou could pray as an 
Angel, the Heavens are unclean in his fight, and 
the Angels he charge: nith folly, Though Pray- 
ing, Praiſing, Hearing Reading, are Duties, 
yet when the Soul fin.ls not Chriſt in _ 
they 
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they are Broken Ciſierns ; but when thy Soup 
beck Chriſt, there is Faith and Love and Delight 
in the Soul, rejoycing. in Cod, admiring the 
wonders of his Love, Alas, to. think that 
outward' Duties make up/a Chxiſtians happi- 
ne, then how often would à Believers comy 
forts fail him? for how often are we at a I6 

here, and non-pluſt here? but here is the Joy 
of the Soul, I have found the Pearl of Price: 
As for my own Duties and Performances; theſe 


- good Pearls, though I have them, and rejoyce in 


them in Chriſt, yet I will not Plead to be Ju- 
Rifed by them; I will not fo much as lay 
when I have been performing the beſt Duty, 
Lord remember me ex my Prayers fake: But 1 
deſire to be found qgyGhrilt, for the Lord Jeſus 
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hath bought all, purchaſed all. And © now 


the Lord is my Rightcouſneſs, my care is to be 
found in him: Now I have a rich P 
though I have poor Duties and Prayers; 1ndee 
they are good and uſeful, and glorious in their 
places, but I have found one Pearl worth all, 
one Chrilt, worth all, and this Pearl I hve on 
for all, and live on in all: Now faith the Be- 
hever, I have enough, I have got 2 Chriſt, and] 
will he upon him, 1 will liye to him, ind III 
rejoice an him: now Idefire to enjoy nothing here 
below; if I don't enjoy him; forfirſt, Chriſt is a 
rare Pearl, Whom with thee can compare? who 
in the Heavens or among the Sons of the Mighty 
gan compare with Cbriſt? Among all the Kess 
w Heavengvho can be compared to Chriſt? Fa 
1 their Praifes and Triumphs, ant: afl { 
rvices, of thoſe 2!orions Spirits ? are they ts 
be compared to Chriſt ? Then how low fl 
mean arg our beſt Serviees ? 2 if die 
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8 Sheik en Theiltfans Like. 
Fervice of the Angels cannot compare with 
Chriſt much leis can ours: Will you come at 
aſt and meaſure with God? Will you mea- 
ture God's Juſtice and your poor Duties? There 
15. not, the moſt Righteous Man living on Earth, 
Hut it will be ſaid, Thou art weighed in the bal- 
Lance, and art found wanting ; but to the Man 
that knows Chriſt, Chriſt is weighed for bim, 
and Chriſt is full and perfect Weight: Juſtice 
Hath good Satisfaction; therefore well did Paw 
torcalt off all: Saith he, I defire to be found in 
Lim ; he is a rare Pearl; well may a Believer 
caſt off all and deſire to be found in Chrift. 
Pſal. 89. 6. Who in the Hegvens can be compared 
unio the Lord? Who among the Sons of the migh- 
y can be likened unto the ? O what ſtriv- 
ing is here for Kingdoms and Crowns? but 
put all the Kingdoms in the World, and if there 
were ten thouſand Worlds more, one Chriſt 
is more worth then ten thoufand times ten 
thouſand Worlds. But Soul, if thou art but 
poor in the World, haſt but little — yet if 
thou haſt a Chriſt, thou art rich enough; then 
well may a Believer ſay, O let it to me, to live, 
be. Chriſt; let me enjoy no good Means or 
Mexcics butfin Chriſt, becauſe he is a rare Pearl: 
To ſce a Soul in Chriſt, what a rare Portion, 
2 or Io 8. e ed on that Soul 4 
may ſee a Multitude hearing, praying, ng 
A Pearls; but it is — to ſee a Soul that 
hath found this Pearl of great Price, felling all 
2 Chriſt, caſting away all as Dung and 
Dcoſs for Chriſt ; felling all, that is, not as if 
a Man that knew Chriſt were to run out of 
houſe and home, but ſo tolive upon Chriſt, as 
to-trample va the World ; & to ple his =_ 
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ſing in the World, as that he may have his 
Heart ready to leaye them when ever he is cal- 
led to it ; and to fell his Righteouſneſs, chat is, 
not to truſt to it. Do nat miſtake me, to thin 
the Knowledg of Cluuſt makes you leis in Dur 
ty; it makes you more in Love, more in De- 
light, and more in Praiſes and Prayer: For, 
ſaith che Soul, though I have prayed, or heard, 
or been at the bleſſed Supper, which of all theſ 
may be compared wick Chriſt? EY 
will ſell all for this goodly Pearl, that I may 
have this Pearliof Price. When you come to 
die and leave this World, if you have this Pearl 
of great Price, you go boldly to the Throne of 
the Father: O whatever other goodly :Pearls 
you have, you are loſt fox ever, if you have not 
this Peart of Price, A Believer pertorms Dus. 
ties as they axe commanded of God, and as the 
way whertin God meets his People; but to bus 
acceptance he hath his Eye upon Chriſt alone; 
for the beſt of Duties ate but Dung and Drots to 

compare with this precious Pearl. When Sa- 
tan comes with his Temptations, and tells the 
Believer, what a poor unworthy. Creature he 
is; the Believer that hath his Eye upon Chxiſt. 
for acceptance, he may boldly anſwer Satan, 
though I am poor and unworthy, ke'through + 
who Fam accepted, is precious and dearly 
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beloved of God the Father, who 1s well plea 
4: 11th him and in him. 12113... va 
S-condly, Chriſt is a rich Pearl; thercſore 
you may well live upon him, you may well 
lay, for me to live is ri; if you know Chriſt 
ar igt, your Hearts, Words and Lives cry out, 
for me to live is Gris; Perſons for want of 
knowing Chriſt, remain poor and blind -ank 
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30 Chuſt a Chaiſtians Life. 
— and naked; Gl. 1. 19. For it pleaſ- 
ed the Father that in hin ſhould all Fulneſs dwell : 
Alt Filneſs of the Godhead, all Fulneſs of 
Grace, Peace, Glory dwells in Chriſt ; when 

du have Chriſt, you hive enough to live on, 

vr you have a rich Pearl. The Rich Min 1s 
covetous for more Riches; the Behever is cove- 

tors for more of Chriſt; he would enjoy no- 
thing, but he would enjoy Chritt in it, Chriſt 
490 it. O Soul, here is enough to enrich you! 
It is for want of knowing Chriſt, that poor Sinners 
ſtanck off from Chriſt: For firſt, though Sinners 
| are very poor, they are very 
Mr Sedgwicks proud. Secondly, Though they 

Fountam openes. axe very poor, they arevery 1gno- 
10 rant. Fir 4 Sinners are very 
pave, they are very proud; they would fain be 
brag ſomething rather than come to Chriſt , 
they would fain be trading for goodly Pearls: 
ifa Man that was adry, ſhouſd be going 
through a Field, where there was much Water, 
that Was pure and clean; and the Man ſhould 
Ry, 1 ſhall dirty my Cloths to come at it, and 
id the clear Water my Face will be ſeen, and 
therefore T will rather drink of ſome muddy, 
dirty Water, that I may not fee my Face: 80 
it is with poor Sinners, they would fain drink 
the Kennel-Water of their own Dutics ; for 
they are afraid to come to Chriſt for fear of 
ſeeing their own Faces, for fear of ſecing 
themiclves undone and miſerable; and 
thefefore the Soul cries out, WIII God look on 
me? Will to righteous a God entertain me? 
IF I were better, if I could but get my Heart 
to break, and could have my Heart mlarged, 
I would come to Chriſt; but Mall I a fiithy 
Sinner 
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Chuſt a Chpiſtians Liff- -21 
Sinner think to have Grace and Righteouſheſs? 
Thus poor Sinners would be trading with their 


own Coin and when their own Duties; they are 


very unwilling,that all their own Duties ſhould 
be caſt down; but faith Paul, That I counted tobe 
gain, I found loſs for the Excellency of the Ku ie 
of Chri/?.0O let me be found in Chriſt, now let me 
put off my own Rags; now let me live on no- 


thing of my own, but on Chriſt; Km. 10.3. Fir - 


they being ig nor ant of God's Righteouſneſs, and 201 

- 1e the ir onn fc, 5, have 2 
ſubmitted themſelv:s unto the Righteouſneſs of Gd. 
And in Kom. 9. - They were prone to their own 
Righteouſneſs and would not come to Chriſt 
for Righteouſneſs; in Verl. 31, * But Iirad 
n hich followed after the Law of Righteouſne (s, hath 
not attained to the Lan of Righteouſneſs, Where» 


fore? becauſe they ſought it not by Faith, bit u i. 


were by the Works of the Law for ' ſturrbling al 
that ftumbling-/tone. They ſtumbled, they could 
not lay down ail their own Works, all their 


own Righteouſnels. In point of Juſtification, . 
they fumbled at the Righteouſncis of Faith; 


they would be juſtifſied by the Deeds of the 


Law, which juſtified no Man, but condemns 
every Man. All Sinners are proud and poor; 


they would not be beholding to Chrift for all. 


They would apprehend: ſome worthineſs in 
themſelves to be accepted of God. Secondly, 
Sinners are very poor and very ignorant; they 
think to get cut of debt ſome other Way than 
by Chriſt, or by the help of Chriſt ; they are 
like a poor man that is in debt, he trades and 
thinks. to get out of debt; but the buſineſs is o 
carriel, that he runs further in debt; ſo one 


comes to him, and tells him, you do not get» 
| 3 ac; 
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at all out of debt by your trading, pray conſi- 
der how poor you arc, and reſt no longer on 
dur on trading to bring you out ot debt; 
ef you weill come along wich me, I will 
bring you to one, well pay all your debts for 
Fon. The glorious Goſpel that reveals the Lord 
eius Chriſt, calls Sinners to accept Af him, as 
por, miſeruble, undone Sinners, who are deep- 
13 to God, accuaims them that Jeſus 
©hrift hach paid a ful price fi them to fet them 
Fee. John 8. 36. 7 he Sn (all male you free, then 
Mull you be free indeed. Vet poor Sinners, t ey think 
they have ſomething to trade with; theß think 

# they could but pray more; or remember Ser- 
mons more, they ſhould get out ot God's Debt; 

but they take à wrong courle, for all that they 

ein do, they do but run further into debt; by 

alt chat you can do, you will never get out ot 
debt, it you have not a Rigliteouſneſs in Chriſt, 
you will neyer be accepted of God; you muſt 

by down all your own, and as a poor Sinner 

tay hold on Chriſt; as the Merchant- man ſells 
all che goodly Pearls to buy this Pearl of Price. 
Wellmight Paal fav, I live, yer not I, b Ari 
live:h in mw ; I live upon him, to him, I live in 
dim; I was ſo poor I could never get cut of 
debt by all that I could do; therefore 1 deſire 
tbe found in Chriſt alone. Meny are com- 
| pl hing, they cannot do this or that, as if they 
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| would get out of debt by their on Works; 
| but now Chriſt is rich enough to make up alt 

r loſſes: When a Man hath one to fepair 
and make up all his Loſſes, he may well depend 
en him. Rom. 5. from 15th Verſe to the end. 
| Rat 11% 45 the offenee, fo alſo is the free gift. For 
| if through the offence of one, mam he dead ; much 


more 


bad 
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ore by the grace Ga, aud "the" gift by grace, 
1 by * ths Feſuu Chrift, bath ted * 
un mam. Aid not as it was by one” that ſinned, 
fo ts the gif: for the Fulgment was by one to con- 
dewnation ; bu the free gift is of - many offentes 
#nto i*//ification. For if by one mans offence, death 
reine ed Ly one; much more they ukich recerve a- 
bunlanct of Grace, and of the G iſt of Righteouſ- 
neſs, ſhall reign in life by one, Fuſus . Ther 
fore as by the offence of one, Falgment came 
ail n % con lemnation; even ſo by the Rirbremf- 
nt ſt of one, the free giſt came uon all men unto 
Tuſtification of Life. For as by one mans di ſobe- 
dſence many were made innert; fo by the obedience 
o one, fhill _ be male Righters:. Moreover, 
the Law en'red, will the offence might © abound; 
bit nere Sin abownded, Grace dit much” wore Fs 
brund 5 That as Sin bath reigned unto Death, even 
might. Grace reign thro . Rig hieonſi 72 unto 
E g nal Life,by . ſus Cerift our Lord. Here you ſee, 
whiitever the Offence of Unrighteouſnels and 
Lin and Condemnat ion is; there is Lite and 
Rightecufneſs by Jeſus Chriſt to make up the 
breach: All that ſay hold on Chriſt, ſh have 
Right une and Life by him: For as Sin and 
Death reigned in Adam, lo Lite and Righteout- 
neſs reigns in Chxiſt, and is imputed to the Sins 
zer by him; ſo that "Chrilt is rich enough to 
make up all Loſſes, Alas! It is not in our 
ſelwes to doſchis. In the firſt A lum there is 
Death and Condemnation, and Unrizateoufs 
nels, and (uit nd Wrath; here now mtift be 
one to ſatisſſe, here muſt be one to briug in 
Righteouſneſs, nd Life, and Grace, and that 
more than Sin; but where is that Man that 
his Riglhtecuinels and Lace abounds — 
t lan 
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than Sin? Man cannot do this himſelt, he 
ouſt have one that hath Ai All- ſufficient Rigli- 
tesuſneſs and infinite Grace, that may preſent 
him to the Father to be accepted, that the Grace 
of God, the Gift of Life and Righteouſneſs may 
overcome and wrap up the poor Sinner wholly 
in it, that he may be without ſpot or wrinkle, 
If it. be ſo, that in Cbriſt you ſhall have all 
your Loſſes made up and repaired, ſhould you 
not live on Chriſt for all you want? are you 
ſinful ? Chriſt is Righteous 5 are you ted in 
Sin? Chriſt hath brought Life and Immorta- 
lity to light; have you ſinned to a great height? 
Chriſt's Merit is above all your Sin; where Sin 
hath abounded, Grace doth much moreabound ; 
where Sin hath abounded, there is à ſupera- 
bounding Grace, fuperabounding Righteouſ- 
neſs, and ſuperabound ing Life, Adam received 
the Promiſe of the Woman's Seed before he 
had doneany Work or Sacrifice, to the end that 
God's Truth might ſtand faſt, namely that we 
are niffified before. God altogether | without 
Works and do obtain  Forgrvene of Sins 
meerly by Grace ; who ſo were able to believe 
this well and ſtedfaſtly, the ſame were a Doctor 
above all the Doctors in the World, faid L- 
there Again, All Heriticks have ſailed in this point, 
that they do not rightly umler ſtand nor inow the 
Articles of Fuftificatitn ; hon we art ju{{ificd before 
God jr if that mere lf; then maniſold errors 
of weceſſiry nould en ſue. O then, bow: rich is 
Chriſt! How rich in Merit to pay God al! that 
is due to him from the Sinner! O faith one, Iam 
a great Sinner; faith another, I have great Im- 
perfections in my Duties; I am ſo carnal, fo 
dead; ſo wandering, fo indifferent; Lam afraid 
£11552 do 
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to come to God, Lam fo ſinſul: Why, poor Souly 
here is 2 Chriſt for yam to live upon; bett is 
Righteouſneſs for din, Life for Death, Pardontos 
Condemnation: Then go to Chritt, lay hold of 
him by Faith as given of God to you, and then 
you wilkfay with Paul, For me to live: Hriſf. 

Secondly, As Chriſt is rich enough to repair 
all your Loſſes; So you ate inricht with altthe 
Treaſure of Chriſt, -1 Cor. 3. Alt. For all is yours, 
and ye are Chriſt, and Chriſt is Gods, As if he 
hould fay, have youa Chriſt with God? Is 
your Chriſt God's Son, and is he Heir of all 
things? Then all is yours; Pau and Apallas 

and Cephas are all yours; all the Miniſters of 
Chriſt are ſent for the good of the Redeemed 
ones, all that are Chriſts : Then the Saint ma 

fay, Is all mine? Is Life mine? Yes, Lise is 
yours ; for while you live, you ſhall live a fin- 


Ctified Life: Well, but is Death mine ? — 
are afraid to die; Ves, Death is yours; Deat 

is: made your Friend ; Death 1s conquergd in 
Chriſt; and when Dcath comes, you nee. not 
be afraid to entertain your Lord's MAizer, 
that he ſends to fetch you home to his Glory's 
Deith is ſent to fetch you out of your Houſes 


ot Clay to meet your Redeemer, and ſit on tie 


Throne with him, and to enjoy your Lord in 
Glory. Saith the Believer. But how comes 
a'l this to be mine? Why, you are Cirif's, and 
Chrift is Gods: All things are yours, the Cow 
above, the Thrones above, the Saints above; 
the Angels above, Fulneſs of Joy above; M- 
vers of Pleaſure aboye; and how comes all this 
to be yours in Chriſt? Becauſe Chriſt is God's, 
and God hath poſſeſſed him with all things, 
and made him Heir of all things; therefore he 
elrichcs 
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enmiches his Members with all things: Then 
well ma 5 Saint we _— Life, 2 ny 
- "thingiin t n'aceryoys ChHt. 
Ik)uirdty, As Clnift repairs all — Loſſes, 
and as you are enriched with the Treaſures of 
 Chnift, fo he enriches your Souls alſo: As you 
have Riches above, and Riches below, ſo he en- 
riches you within. When a Soul knows Chriſt, 
vrhat a glorious Knowledge of the things above 
comes into the Soul? He enriches your poor, 
dark, beggerly Underſtandings4 for while a 
Man is ignorant of Chriſt, what poor, low 
things does he ſtudy and ſeck aſter? but when 
a Soul comes to have Chriſt tevealed to him, 
then the Soul comes to aſpire and inquire after 
God and Chriſt, and the thingsabove; he en- 
Iightens the Underſtanding, that before did 
lead on the Aﬀections to graſp after a littie vain 
Fleafurcs: and Honors, and Profits in this 
World, and now cauſes the Soul to purſue af- 
ter higher things; then he enriches the Will, / 
will male them a willing people in the day of ny Pow- 
er, Pfal. 1 10. 3. It is a glorious thing, to have 
the Will ſubdued, the Will renewed; to have 
2 perverſe, ſtubborn Will, now to ſerve in the 
Beauties of Holineſs. 
Secondly, He enriches the Affections with 
Joy, and — and Delight: O what a Glory 
wt, to have the Aﬀections raiſed up! the 
Heart ſet on things above, on Jeſus Chriſt! the 
Soul is ſeeking aficr Glory, the Heart is fecking 
after Heavenly things. When JetusChriſt comes, 
be enriches all the Affections of the Soul ; The 
King's Daughter is all glorious within; Chriſt is fo 
rich a Pearl, ſuch Riches in him, that he ſets open 
Doors to all that come; whoever come ſhall 4 
wel- 
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Chuſt a C 
welcomezthere is enough in him, for the Sinney to 
live upon, vrhile he lives here andto all Eternit 

Thirdly, Chriſt is an-Heartschearing Peart; 
O faith the Soul, could I but have Chriſt for 
mine, enjoy Chriſt, how would my Heart re-. 
joyce? Now when Chriſt ſhines ith a glimps 
of his Righteouſneſs into the Soul; O ſaith the 
Soul, that I could en 
more of his Grace, of his Love! Saith the Spouſe, 
He brought me into the Bangneting-Howſe, and his 
Banner over me was Love, Cant. 2. 4, Banners 
of Love, O what a chearful Feaſt J have now! 
I think all the Afflictions and Temptations I 
have in the World can never calt me 
the Heart is cheared: What, is Chriſt mine? 
What, is God mine? Is Grace mine? and 
Rightcoulneſs mine? and Glory mine? This 
is an Heart- chearing Pearl; O it is ſuch a _ 
drink it in all your Potions, and bring Chri 
in every Duty! Then a Soul may take comfort 
and reaſon thus with himſelf; though I am 
dead in Duty, Chriſt lives; though I am ſinful, 
Chriſt js Righteous ; though my Corruption a- 
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more of this Chriſt, 


4 
s 
£ 


1 
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bound, Chriſt's Grace doth much more abound: 


Take Chrift in every Portion, and in all 'Du- 
ies, let Chriſt be there ſtill: Zhave ſet rhe Lord 
always before me (ſaith David) ſo ſhould you ſet 
Chrift always before you and whenSatan or 
Conſcience accuſes, ſet Chriſt before you as your 
rfe&t Righteoutne's. Saich the Pſalmiſt, Yſal. 161 

. Thave ſer the Lord alnays before me; becauſe he 
is _ my rig bi hand, 1 — not be movedi3 Verſe 
9. Der fore am Fi: art is glad, and my Glory mie 
eth, my Fl-(h alf6 ſhall oo in hope. Verſs | * 
they wil: no: leave my Soul in Hell, neither mile 
than ſer thy Holy One to ſee Corruption, If Co 
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nber wilt on fulfer Ous eo ſee Gorraption. 
Now faith x err oor 
Death, and Hell; and did not fee Corruption, 
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Umitt ſpeaks" Prophetically of Chriſt; Aei- 


i Obriſt conquers 


I may well rcjoyce, ſor I fer the Lord always 
before me, and whatever he enjoys I ſhall have 


a glorious ſhare I. 


+; Fourthly, He is 20 Everlaſting Pearl: Many 


have rich Pearls, live on them, and ſpend them; 
but live on Chriſt as long as you will, you will 
never waſte Chriſts Stock: All the Sinners, that 
ever came to tlie Gate of Mercy, and have been 
ſupplicd with Mercy, ever ſince the Draw- 
bridge of Mercy hath been let down, neyer di- 
miniſhed or 1eflened Chriſt's Meroy: No, he is 
an Everlaſting Pearl; for he that believes in 
Cctwiſt, ſhall have Everlaſting Life : God ſo lov- 
ed the World, that he gave bis only begotten Son to 
die, that whoſoever believed in him ſhould not pe- 
riſh bat have everlafting Life, John 3. 16. There 
u ſee is a Pearl that wilt laft-you for ever; 
when Friends fail you, and the World fails you, 
he wrill not fail you. For he that believ.s ſball 
ever periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 
Fifthly, He is a moſt glorious Pearl: It ever 
would hve a glorious Lite, live en Chriſt, 


5 — the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory; We 


his\Gloryias the Glory of the only begotten Son of 
661," fall bf Grace and Truth. He is a glorious 
Pearl, therefore ſce to it; in all you enjoy, let 
Chn{t be the prime principal thing, to be the 
Nmall, and more than all in every thing you 
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The Sth Reaſon : A Bellever defwesnotLate, 


nor nothing in Life, no further than he enjoys 

Chriſt ; for he knows that Chriſt is better than 

Life, Pſal. 63. O Gad thou art my Go ; cantly 

vill I ſeek thee, wihaSoul: thirſteth-for thee, my Hels 
longeth for thee, in à dry and thirſ Land here 

no water is; to fee thy Power and thy 

have ſeen thee in the Sanftuary. Becauſe thy lov- 


* 
| 
| 
| 


Glory, 4s I 


4 
: 


ing kindneſs is better than life, my lips ſhall: praife © 


thee: Thus will I bleſs thee while 1 live, I mill 
- up my hands in thy Name. Thou ſhalt be the 


bject of my Worthip, thee alone will I trult 
in, thee alone will I reſt on, becaꝝſe thy loving- 
kindneſs is better than life ; Thy Grace, and 
Mercy, and Love in Chilt is better than Life: 
God is very gracious to give us our Lives; he 
did not owe us one moment of time. When 
we came into the World, he might immediate- 
YOu ſent us to our Graves. Firſt, God's 

ove in giving of Chriſt is better than Lite: 
How gracious is God to preſerve us hitherts ? 
But what an Act of Grace to give Chriſt ; 
when poor ſinners lay weltring in their Bled, 
for the love of God, to pity them, and look on 
them, and beſtow Chriſt upon them | 

Secondly, Chriſt is better than Life, becauſe 


of the Wonder of God's Lore; the Love of God 
in giving Chriſt is more wondertuT and admi 


rable than Life it ſelf. This is a wonder,of 
Merey; but the wonder of God's Love in giv- 
Ing Chriſt, that is a greater wonder. O the 


Heighth ! O the Depth! O the Length and 


Breadth of the Love of God, in giving Jetus 
Chriſt! O the riches of his Grace! His loves paſt 


finding ont + Tn giving Jeſus Chriſt there is height - 


ot Love, depth of Love, * ot Love, bredth 
of 
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20 Chit a Chuctians Life. 

of Love; it is higher than Heaven: Though 
our ſins have reached to Heaven, yet Chriſt's 
Love is higher than our ſins; it is deeper than 


Hell; Hell ſhall never prevail; all the Plots of 


Hell ſhall never pool againſt a Believer : Then 

of 1t ; Spread our Thoughts 
as far as we can, we can never reach the Love 
of Chriſt to poor Sinners, it paſſeth knowledg. 
Then as to the length of it; it is longer than 
Time, for it is everlaſting, 


I Thirdly, It is better than Life, if we conſi- 
der the Bounties of it: How bountiful is God 


to give us means and mercies in our life? But 
Jeſus Chriſt is better than all, better than Silver 
or Gold, or all things that can be deſired ; who 
with him can compare? 

Fourthly, He 1s better than Lite, in regard 
of the Delights of Life; though we may enjoy 
all Comforts and Mercies of this Lite, if we have 
not Peace with God, what good will they do 
us? A nounded Spirit n can bear? who can 
fand againſt a ſin-revenging Gd? Ihen is not 
Chriſt better than Liſe? 7 " 

Next, Chriſt is better than Lite, if we con- 
ſider, that the Behever will never be ſeparated 


from Chriſt: But as tor our Lite, though we 


hve a while, c'relong we mult lay down. our 
Lives, we mult all e're long away to the Houſe 
appointed for all living. But now as for Jelus 
Chriſt, where there is Union with hung and 
the Soul lives to him and upon bim, there is 
neither Lite nor Death, 1hings preſent, nor things 
10 cone ſhall ſeparate a Belicwr from ( Hriſt. Row. 
8. 30. Neither height nor den:h, nor any thing 
[hall be able ts ſeparate kim from Chriſt. 
Ninth- 
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Chaſff'a Chpilklans Life. 42 
Ninthly, A Believer is well acquainted what 


it is to be without Chriſt, and know what it 
is to have Chrift : For me to live is Chriſt , (as ii 


he ſhould fay) I knew what 1t was once to lire 
without him, to truſt tomy own Works, to live 
on any thing without him; I knew once hat 


it was to be without Faith, and without God, 
and without true Hope, and without true Joy, 
and without true Conſolation; now I know 
what a wonderful Change there is in me, and 
hat a wonderful difference there is between 
my living in Chriſt, -and my wing without 
Chriſt; before, if Thad any hope, it was falſe; 
if had any Comfort, it was perithing : But 
now my hopes are built on another Foundation, 
and all my Comforts ſpring from another Foun- 
tain, Oh I would not hve one day without 
Chriſt, I would not have one Afercy or; Duty 
without him! White I lived without Chriſt, 
it was a loſt time, I hved on Vanity an Fol- 
ly: now 1 have many a weeping Eye, and 
hing Heart, for thoſe things I once took de- 
light in. O my Vanities! my loſt days? O 


that T knew Chriſt no fooner! O that 1 got not 


acquaintance with bim before! 


Firſt, The Beherer will tell you, all the days 


of his Life before he knew Chriſt, were ſpent 11 
Folly and Vanity. O the time that is run out 
in Vanity! O let me not live in any Comfort 
or Enjoyment where l do not enjoy Chriſt! O, 
ſaith the Soul, the difference that is between the 
Joy J have in Chriſt, and the fooliſh mad Plea» 
ſires J enjoyed hen I lived out of Chriſt! Now 
Lord, let me not live but to glorifie thee; Lord, 
I would be with thee, and glortfhe thee in all; 
let Chriſt be all in all to me: What weeping 

22 Eyes 
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4 Chit a CThiiſffans Lite. 
Eyes and wrounded Hearts will Sinners have that & 
live without Chriſt, when once they come to ] 
know Chriſt, that they lived fo long without . 
him ? O how ready art poor Sinners to think 
wee do them much Wrong in wootng them to 
come to Chriſt, and accept of him! But poor 
Sinner, when thou comeſt to know Chriſt, 
thou wilt then with a weeping Exe and Heart 
cry out, O let me mitt live, but to Chriff, A Be- 
liever will ſay, It is high time for me to awake, 
and to be ſerious and earneſt in ſecking Jeſus 
"Chriſt: Many are turned from vain Sinners to 
fooliſh Profeſiors ; but take a true houalt-lxrt- 
ed Believer, and ask him, what would you 
have? O that I may enjoy Mriſt, faith he. What 
would you have in every Duty? What would 
you have in Ordinances? O let me have Chrift, 
or elſe they will be poor empty Wells without 
Water, Clouds without Rain to my Soul! 
Secondly, He will tell you it was not only 
vain and toolith, but altogether unprofitable. 
Saith the Apoſtle, What I counted gain; I found 
loſs : What will it profit a man to gain the whole 
' VWirld and loſe his own Soul? Mat. 16. 26. Saith 
; the Apoſtle, What I counted gain, I found loſs. 
Alas! What Profit ſhall I have of my Efuca- 
tion and Learning? I thought once I was as 
happy as another, and a little Duty would 
make me happy for ever; but T ſee without 
 ChnftI am undone for ever: I thought if 1 
gave God ſomething of his due, if I did ſome 
Duties, and was ſomething beyond the vain 
World, I ſhould be happy; but I fee nothing 
will do, or can profit me without Chriſt ; for 
without I live 1n Chriſt, I cannot enjoy Chriſt, 
I cannot enjoy Grace in Chriſt, Righteouſneſs 
in Chriſt, Faith in Chriſt, Third- | 
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Thirdly, I ſee all my Duties are poor worth- 


leſs things out of Chriſt; I thought to have 


prayed my way to Heaven, but 1 fee all my 
Duties are Droſ and Dung, let me not meet 
one of them without Chriſt: I had loſt my 
Prayers and my Soul, had not I been ſhipt in 
Chriſt, had I not had Chriſt to be my all, and 
in all; 1 fee all would have been unptofi 

if I had not had Chriſt; Prayers, Sabbaths, 
Hearing : What is all my Hearing, if I have 


not Chriſt > So alſo the Supper of the Lord, and 


other Duties, what would they be to me with- 
out Chriſt 2 they would be as whired S:pulchers 
which within are full of dead Men: Bones and al 
Un:leanneſs, Mat. 23. 27. Ohow miſerable was 
I before I knew Chriſt, and lived to Chrilt ! 
Nay, ſaith a Behever, I caunot tell you how 
wretched I was; but I can tell you threethings, 
Firſt, I had been unprofitable, I had never 
brought forth fruit to God. Secondly, Uncom- 
fortable in Life, and Death, and unto all Eter- 
nity. Thirdly, I had been wretched and miſe- 
rable. O then, Come to me, I will tell you what 
Cod hath done for my Soul, Pſal. 66. 16. 

Tenthly. A Believer deſires neither A cant, 
nor Mercies, nor Comforts, but what he may 
enjoy Chriſt in; becauſe a Believer hath en- 
pertenced how ſweet the Lite of a Believer is. 
O taft and ſee that the Lord is 260d, Pial. 34. 8, 9. 
O taſt and fee how precious Chriſt is! how 


rich in Mercy! how wonderful in Love! OH 


and fer that the Lord is good; bleſſed is the man 
that truſtetb in him. O fear the Lard, ye his 
Sain's ; for there is no want to them that fear him. 


I will tell you what Chriſt hath done for me; 


ieryed unto the Lord and he heard me, I have gx» | 
G 3  perienced 
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„ hn a Chiſffians Life, 
8 it; O taſte and ſee that the Lord is goad, 
Bleſſed is the man that truſteth in him, that liveth 
upon him. So in 1 Pet. 2. 2, 3. As new born 
babes deſire the fircere wilk o the Word that you 
Tray grow thereby. I ſo be that ye have taſted that 
the Lord is gracious. O faith the Soul, I deſire 
I vn live upon Chriſt, upon the Promiles of 
Chritt, upon the Love of Chriſt : What, if you 
have taſted that the Lord is gracious? Then let 
Chrift be one at my Table, one in my Prayers, 
one in every Ordinance, one where ever Tam: 
What have I taſted ? That the Lord is gracious, 
that is the beſt Sawce to my Meat, the belt Com- 
fort to my Soul; O Ihave taſted ! What have you 
taſted ? That the Lord is gracious, I experience ; 
I know what he is, he is the chief of ten thou- 
land, I cannot live without him, I cannot en- 
joy any Mercy or any Comfort without him. 
Saith the Soul, What is this Friend? This is 
not Chriſt; and what 1s this Ordinance ? This 
is not Chriſt: What can I take Comfort in, it 
I have not Chriſt: The Saints can experience, 
how precious Chnlt is; to them that believe, 
he is precious, Mary came to the Sepyleher, there 
was the place where her Lord lay, there were 
the Grave-Clothe, the S-palchcr, but her Lord 
was gone; where have vou laid my Lord? 
There Mary ſtands weeping, Icamot live with- 
out Chriſt: So a Soul comes to an Ordinance, 
Here 1s the Tomb! Here is the Grave-Cloths ! 
bur where have they laid my Lord? What com- 
fort is this or that? What is a Sabbath? What 
is a Sermon? What is a Sacrament ? What are 
Atczrs and Mercies without Chriſt? Where 
have you laid my Lord? Why, do you know 
im ? Yes, faith tbe Soul, he is the Chief of 
f den 
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Chuck a Chalſfians Life. as 
ten thouſand, I heard him ſpeak to — us 
Siſter, my Spouſe; and 1 have felt the ſound- 
ing of my Bowels toward him, be hath mov- 
ed my Heart, and I cannot be ſatisfied with- 
out him; lam ſick unto Death, if Ido not en- 
joy Chriſt: Thus the Soul cxperiences what 
Chriſt is, he is the Chief $f ten thouſand : Why, 
he hath done more than ten thouſand Worlds 
could have done: What is he? I have taſted 
that he is gracious; I have experienced the 
Bowels of his Mercies, the Wonders of his 
Grace; therefore faith the Pfalmiſt, Pjal. 116. 
believed, therefore have I ſpoken. Verl. 5. Gra- 
ciors ir the Lord, and righteous ; yea, our God ts 
merciful, 6. The Lord preſerveth the ſimple; [ 
was hroug ht low and he helped me. Saitli the poor 
Soul, J was as low as the Gates of Hell, I was 
as one without hope till Owiſ raiſed me up; 
(hriſt was my helper; God laid help on one 
that was mighty, what then? Now will I live 
upon this God ; Retwrn unto thy reſt, O my Soul ; 
for he Lord kath dealt bountifully with thee. For 
thou haft deliversd my Soul [rom death, mine Eyes 
ſrom Itars, and my Feet from ſalling. Thou haſt 
detiwered my Soul from Eternal Death, mine 
I yes from Tears of Sorrow, which I bad, while 
they id, here is my God? My Feet from fal- 
ling into Sin. Jill walk before the Lord in the 
Land of the Living; I will live upon the Lord, 
to the Lord in the Land of the Living. 7 be- 
lieved, therefore have I ſpolen; what I fot forth 
of the Wonders ot the Lordy that have 1 expe- 
rienced. And faiihthe Apoltle, wm 7 
7 hefe things write we unto you, that ye alſo may have 
fellowſhip with us, and truly our fellomſhip is with 
ne Fah r and with the Sn Neſus Chrift ; and — 
| woule 
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46 Chaiff a Chutians Life. 

would have you live as we do, live on Chriſt 
as we do. Ofaith the Behever, that all Preſons 
did but know Chriſt, and live upon Griſt: 
We write unto you, that ye alſo may have fellon ip 
with us; for truly our ends and aims are that 
— may live as noble lives as we do; and tru- 
ly our fellowſhip is with the Father and with his Son 
Jeſus Chrift : It is God in Chrift that we live up- 
on and have Communion with: O the Soul 
that experiences what it is to live on Chri?, de- 
ſires in all things to enjoy rid. The Spouſe 
would not ſtep a foot without him, Come my 
Beloved, let us go forth into the Fields; let us lodge 
in the Villages ; let us get up early to the Vineyards, 
let us ſee if the Vine flowriſh. Ah you that have 
experience of Crit | methinks it ſhould be your 
voice always on your Beds, and in your walk- 
ing, Come let us go, come my Beloved, and wake 
with me, come and watch over me; Come my Be- 
loved, let ut go forth into the Field; let ut lodge in 
the Villages ; the Spouſe knows the Sweetnels of 
his Company, the Excellency of his Preſence, 
the Glory of his Holineſs. Without Chriſt, 
what would a Sermon or a Sabbath be? What 
though IT could lay up Silver like Duſt; if ! 
could heap up Gold like Pible Stones; if 1 
could gain all the Riches ot World, what is it 
ail without ri? But the Believer knows 
what it is to enjoy Chriſt, and to Iiwe in Chriſt, 
and therefore cries, O let him be with me 1n all 
I do, in all me Undertakings. Lord, my Sou] 
waiteth and Watches for thee. P/ſ.130.6. My Soul 
watches ſor thee ms. e than they that match for the 
merning. As a Man that is in ſorrow all Night, 
he lonss for the break of the day. Saith the 


Phalmiſt, Ac Soul doth wait for the Lord, 1 — 
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Chaiſt a Chiiſtians Life. 47. 
not an out-ſide Profeſſor, my Soul is engaged in 
the Work, I wait for the Lord more than they 
that watch for the Morning. What ſtirs up the 
good Man to this carneſt longing for God? Oh, 
le had the experience of the ſweet Comforts he | 
had found in Communion with the Lord! That 
<ul muſt nceds be dead and careleſs in ſeeking 
the Lord, that experiences not what it is to en- 
joy the Lerd in Duties and Ordinances, O. that 
it might pleaſe God to convince all you that 
hear me this day, that have been forraal, care- 
I-& brolcffors! Liu ves OED hag 1 tafte of 


i vY Sues 


Chriſt, you could not be content to go on fo 
cold and carcleſs as moſt of you do in your 
Profeflion, 

The 11tþ Reaſon or Ground is this, A Be- 
liever knows it to be a glorious Life: We are 
changed from Glory to Glory into the ſame I- 
mage. Now the Believer knows it to be a 
glorious Life, becauſe he hath received, and 

doth expect great things from Griſ, Saith 
the Soul, I will live upon Qriſt, for I have re- 
ceived great things from Chri/f. 

Firſt, I have received the Pardon of my Sins 
from him; I was under the Wrath ot God, 
but now I have Redemption through his Blood, the 
forgiveneſs of fins, according to the riches of his 
Grace, Eph. 1.7. lam a pardoned Soul; I am 
{fxved from Wrath by him, even that Feſus that 
Javes from wrath to come, 1 Theſſ. 1. 10. 

Secondly, I have received Juſtification by 
him; a Righteouſneſs to Rand Before God, be- 
ing muſt ified freely by his Grace, Rom. 3. 24. | 

Thirdly, I received Sanctification from him, 
Acts 26. 28. Who were ſan'tified through ſaith in 
Gris Feſus. 
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48 Chu a Chaiſtians Life. 
Fourthly, I have received Conſolation from 
Grit; and then I expect great things to come, 
I expect when this poor 'e:rthly Tabernacle is 
Ind down, for Chrift to raiſe me; not only to 
raife my Body ont of the Grave, but to change 
my vile body, and faſhion it like unto his glorioas I 
dy, Phil. 3. 21. I do expect to fee my Lord 
coming with his glorious Train, when the laſt 
Trump ſhall blow, awaking me out of my ſleep, 
and raifing up my duſt at the laft day, John 6. 44. 
I expect at Chriſts appearing a great Glory, Tir. 
2. 13, 14. Lalling fer that bleſſed hope and glo- 
rions appearing e the great God and our Saviour 
Feſns Chrift, mho gave himſelf for us, that he might 
redeem us from all Iniquity, and purifie unto him- 
elf a peculiar people zealous of good works, Saith 
the Believer, I live upon Chriſt, becauſe I ex- 
_ great things from Chriff when Gyift comes; 
have a bleſſect h J deſire he may be my 
Life, all in my ; 1 look for great things 
when Chriſ comes; it is a bleſſed Hope that 1 
have: When will you have your Hopes ac- 
compiiſhed at the glgrious appearance of the great 
God, and our Saviour J. ſur Chrit? Why do 
PIPE ſuch great things? 1 will tell you, 
uſe he gave himſelf for me, and redcemed 
me. You that have low Thoughts of Crit, 
can you expect great things from Chriſt? Can 
you ſay even Amen, fo come Lord Feſus z you 
that feldom invite him into your Cloſets now, 
Can, you expect his comirig will be joyful to 
you? Will you not rather ſay, Let not thy 
Chariot Wheels male ſuch ſpeed, for Fam not ready. 
What, is he a coming? Have you a bleſſed 
hope in him? If one of you ſhould go to ma- 
ny and fay, Do you hope- for Chrilt's * 
cy 
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Chaiſt a Chaiſtians Life. 49 
They would ſay, Ves; but have a care, for ma- 
ny have a curſed hope, a vain hope, and a bad 
hope, a Deviliſh hope 1 fear. When ri 
comes, many will be dreadfully miſtaken. 
What can you expect at Chriſt's coming, when 
you do not deſire AF here? A little thing 
takes their Hearts off from Chrif; their Hearts 
are more ſet on other things than Qriſt; they 
have not invited Chriſt, nor have a bleſſed hope 
in Grit: But all you Saints that have made 
Chriſt your Life, will have a bleſſed hope in 
Chri# at Death. You that can ſpeak with com- 
fort, you defire not Life, nor any means nor 
mercies but what you enjoy Chrift in them. You 
will have a bleſſed Hope when the glorious 
Trump is ſounded before him; you will fay, 
What, is that the Voice of my Lord? Is this 
Trump tor me? muſt I awake, be raiſed up, be 
glorified with my Lord; go in with the glort- 
ous Church Triumphant, and fet upon the 
Throne with them? But for the poor, careleſs, 
liteleſs, legal, formal Profeflor, the dead-heart- 
ed and trifling Profeſſor, Chris. coming will 
be a dreadful appearing tau: What is Chriff's 
appearing, when I have ft made him my Life, 
I have not ved upon him, I have not lived to 
him? Iam at a diftance from him, I am a 
Stranger to him. O fee how furious are his 
Chariot Wheels) Is that him in Flames of Fire? 
that makes the Mountains tremble? O my 
Heart, how canfi thou but ſhake at the ſight 
of him] But the Saint, be rejoyces, and he 
hopes, and waits.for the glorious appearing of 
be riſt. O Saint, have you but little here? 
Wt ort hints here? but little comfort here? 
The great comtort is, That you make Chriſt 1 out 
38 Life, 
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560 Chuſt a Chukians Like. 

Life, that you live on Chrif ; and though you 
do enjoy but little now, I tell you there is 
great things for you when Chriſt appears: look- 


ing for that glorious appearing of the great Gal, 


and our Saviour, who gave himſelf for me. O, 


faith a Believer, I long to ſee that face that was 
gy ayon tor me: I long to ſee that Glorious 


y that was pierced for me; that glorious 
Head that was Crowned with Thorns for me thoſe 
Hands and Feet that were nailed to the Croſs 
for me. It will be a bleſſed, à glorious hope, 


the Lord ſeſus's appearing, Oh TI long to ſec 


him: Lexpect glorious things; I expect a glo- 
rious Crown, Glorious Robes, a glorious 
Throne; I expect everlaſting Joy, and I expect 


Rivers of Pleaſure. Is not this an Inducement 


to a Believer to make Chrift-his Lite? When we 
expect great things, how does it cauſe us to be 
intent about them? Where à Soul expects high 


things, and great things from Criſt, they will 


live upon Cri, and to Chrift, make Chri/? their 
All: Tn all Mercies, and Comforts, and En- 


joymeuts, what is the reaſon many are poor, 


earnal, dead Profeſiors, and have low Thoughts 


of thoſe things that are Preached in the Goſpel, 


but becauſe they never reliſhed- Chrif? And 
It is as much as ever they can do to creep along 


in the ways of God ; and may be ſomething of 
Conſcience cauſes them to perform Duty. But 
where the Soul hath glorious and high Expecta- 
tions, it is otherwite ; great things he hath done 


for them, and great things he is doing; he is 
adyocating and interceding with the Father, an- 


wer all Accuſations, and pleading for poor 
Sinners. J go to prepare à place for you, ſaich Chriſt 
ant nill come 4 gain and fetch you, that where 1 am 
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Cheiſt a Chaiſtians Life. 57 
yon be alſo. L am going to prepare for you Mamſi- 
ons of Glory, Robes of Glory, Orowus df Glo- 

ry, Iinmorta? Glory: Is not this Lord, to be 
red upon? and to be deſired more that all 
things that can be deſired > Therefore had you 
ever experienced what it is to —— Chriſt, 
and ſive on Chriſt, you could not but have high 
and glorious Thoughts of the bleſſed Jeſus; you 
could not but have your Hearts raiſed up with 
high expectation what he will do for you. But 
poor trifling formal Profeflor, whatever thou 
profeſſeſt, I fear thou knoweſt not Jeſus Chriſt. 
Ask your Heart, Havel glorious hopes of Chriſts 
appearing ? Have I glorious hopes of reigning 
with him in Heaven? Doth he reign in my 
Heart now? Do] prize him, and make him 
my All, deſire him in all, and gloriſie him a- 
bove all? I believe, ſhould you put this Que- 
ſtion to your Souls, you would many of you 
know that you are great Stangers to Chrilt, But 
a Beliver that can experience the Love of Chriſt, 
is lifted up in admiration of the Wonders of 
Ins Grace, crying out, Oh what Wonders of 
Grace ! What glorious Love! What a precious 
Redeemer is this! Did he dic for me? Did he 
cry out, my God, my Gol, and was I on his 
Heart, when he drank of the Brook by the way, 
and hft up his Head, and was it for me? He 
went out of the World by a curſed ſhameful 
Death up to his Father's Glory, and ſaid, that 
he would come again to fetch me; he will 
make Death to be a ſweet Embaſfador for me, 
the Angels will come and convey my Soul to 

Glory. O what will be your Thoughts when 
you ſhall fee your Lord coming in the Clouds, 
when you ſhall hear him ſay, \ you bleſſed of 
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32 That a Chuſtians Like. 
ex Father, inherit the Kingdom ed for 
before rhe Foundation of the World; and ſu — 
with Palms in your Hands, and with , Crowns 
on your Heads; ſurely belieymg that he is your 
Lord, and that his Glory is your Glory, and 
that he will come again and Rrch you, then you 
ſhall be for ever with the Lord, 1 T hel. from 
13. to 18. But I would not have you tobe ignorant, 
Brethren, concerning them which re aſleep, that ye 
not even as others which have no hope. For 
if we believe that Jeſus died, and roſe again, even 
fo them alſo mbich ſleep in Feſus, nill God bring 
with him. For this we ſay unto you by the Word of 
the Lord, that ne which are alive, and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord, ſhall not prevent them 
which are aſleep. For the Lord Ringel hal deſcent 
from Heaven with 4 ſhout, with the voice of the 
Archangel, and with the Trump of Gd; and the 
dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt: Theu we nhich are 
alive, and remain, ſhall be caught up together with 
them in the audi, to meet the Lord in the Air; 
and ſo we: ſhall ever be ni h the Lord. So much 
for the eleventh Reaſon, This is a, glorious Life 
the Believer hath experienced, and that becauſe 
he hath great expectation of what Chriſt will do 
for him, as well as what he hath done for him; 
_ detires to make this bleſſed Chriſt his 
Lite. {pt 
The Twelfth Reaſon is, becauſe a Behever 
can ſee no object ſo glorious as the Lord  Jelus 
Chriſt is: And ſaith the Soul, all I can fee, I 
count it all empty, in compariſon of Chrift ; for 
to ſee the Father in the Son chooſing me in E- 
lection before the World was, to fee this glort- 
dus Love out of the Boſom of the Father, to be 
given for-me, to bemy Ranſom and Salvation * 


my _— - 


53 
O how glotious an Object is he to behold! © 
how glorious is the Sun in the Firmament that 
tightens the whole World! But then, O how 
glorious is he that came out of the Boſom of the 
Father the Brightneſs of his Glory! Omy Soul, . 
let me behold um, and live upon him! I can 
_ way but he is glorious z O love for De- 
light! 
The Thirteenth Reaſon, A Believer Ueſites to 
live on Chriſt, becaufe the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
hath paid all and done all for him, he hath 
bought all for him; and faith the Believer, all 
I have is from Chriſt 7 havel Peace, Hope, Joy? 
It is all bought by Chri# : I might have had a 
deſparing Soul, or a curled Hope; Imight have, 
been under the Curſe and Wrath of 11 
might have been among the damned Souls, that 
are roaring in Hell: But have I Peace of Con- 
ſcience, Joy in the Holy Ghoſt ?. Chriſt hath 
bought and brought me to the hope of an in- 
corruptible Kingdom of Glory; and as he hath 
bought all and paid for all, I live upon him for 
all : As the Apoſtle faith, 1Per.1.3. Bleſſed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, which ac- 
cording to hit abundant mercy hath begotten ut again 
unto a lively hove, All the Joy 1 have, and hope 
I have of Heaven is bought by Chriſt; all the 
Enjoyment of God 1 have, all the ' Glory my 
Soul is crowned with, all the Joy my Heart is 
filled with, is bought by Oriſt; therefore faith 
the Apoſtle, Bl-[ſed be the God an Father of our 
Lord Feſus Chrift who hath begotten to us a livel 
hope by the Reſurretion of Feſut Chriſt from : 
dead. It is Jeſus Chrift hath ranſomed me from 
Death, from Hell, from Guiltof Sin; he hath 
bought an Inheritance, 3 and _ 
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40 Chaift a Chaiftians Life. 
defiled, therefore J deſire to live upon him. 
Ihe Fourteenth Reaſon, The Believer deſires 


to live upon Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe he works all 
his Works in him: There is not a good Mo- 


n 


tion in hin, but Chri/ is the Worker of it; not 


a godd Thought or good Action, but all is from 


Chri ficIſa. 261 1 2. Lord, thou wilt ordain Peace 


for us ; for thou hajt wrought all our Works in us. 
The Lord hath wrought for me Redemption, 
$1lvation, Sanctification, Conſolation and Hope 
of Glory; therefore Iwill live upon him for all. 
do much for the Doctrinal Part, and Reaſons 
of the, PN., Fwhy! a | Batiever delires, to 
bve anon Chiiſt and to Chrift jn {1 : The Ap- 
plicatiotvfobtlows: | * ; 
I he firſt Inference from the Point, is this, If 
it 1810, that the deſires of a Believer run out in 


allaſter Mriſt, to enjoy him more than all. If 


Chriſt is a Behiever's Life, then a Believer mult 
needs live a very fruitſul Life: A Believer's Life 
is no barren nor unfruitſul Life, he cannot be 
a barren Tree; there are no unfruitſul Branches 
m riſt, that fruitful Vine: He that chooſes 
Chriff with his whole deſire, to make Chrift 
his all, he muſt needs be a fruitful Liver, in- 
creaſing in the Grace and Knowledge of ſe- 
nus Chriſt. Indeed a Believer may have ſome 
dark Days that look gloomy, he may have ſome 
Summer Droughts may make him look wither- 
&d ; notwith{tanding he is found at Root, he 
hath rooting in Chriſt ; for me to live is Chriſt, 
faith the Apoſtle ; while I hve F witl have my 
Life bound up in him, aud expect all from him: 


A Soul that does thus, cannot have an unfruit- 


ful Lite: there may be ſome dummer Droughts * 
Ant is Criſ your Lite ? and do you expect him 
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Chiilt u Chutlans Life” 33 
to be your All, and wrap up your ſelves in 
ri, it is impoſſible for you to be batren; for 
I tell yau, you that look up, expecting to have 
your Life of Grace and Comtort from Chriſt, . 
he will not let your Expectation fail. I do not 
ſpeak, what you ate ſometimes in your ſenſe and 
feeling, but what you are by Faith in Chrift. 
As that good Mr. Peacock, he had a Summers 
Drought. Saith he, 7 feel an Hell in my Conſci- 
ence, crying out of the woful burden of his Sins, 
laying, how woful and miſerable is my ſtate, that 
thus mu} rowner ſe with Hell-Hounds:! the Stan- 
ders-by asked him to pray, I canner, ſaid he; 
ſuffer us to pray for you; he teplyed, Tale not 
God's Name in vain for a Reprobate as I am: Vet 
after theſe grievous Pangs, this bleſſed Saint 
found much comfort as did appear by his Ex- 
preſſions: I have been far led, and deeply trou- 
bled with Temptation and Sting of Conſcience, $ 9 
thank God, they are ceaſed in good meaſure; I de- 
fire I may not be branded for a Calt-away or Repro— 
hate. He declared, that he renounced his in- 
conſiderate Speech in his Trouble and Tempta- 
tion, humbly and heartily” asking Mercy of 
God for them; and after receiving a little more 
Light, that through Adercy did ariſe in his Heart, 
he brake forth in ſuch Speeches as theſe: 7 do 
feel, God be praiſed, ſach comfort, that if I had an 
hundred Worlds I cold not male ſatitſaction for 
fech an Iſſe; rhe Sea is not fuller of Hater, nor 
he Sun of Light, than God is of Mercy ; his Mer- - 
cies are ten * times more: What cauſe have 
1 ro magnifie the great Goodneſs of God, that hath 

led, nay rather exalted ſuch a wretched Aiſ- 
creant, one of ſo baſe 4 condition to a fate fo gloridus 
and ſtately ; the Lord hath honoured me with ®'s 
: H 3 Good- 
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goodneſs, I am ſure he hath prepared 4 glorious 
Ringdom for me; the Joy I feel in my Heart is in- 
credible. 

Mr. Glover, in his trouble and caſting down, 
thus complains: What he, felt, inwardly, in 
his Spirit, no. Speech was able to expreſs ; hc 
lay languiſhing in trouble for the ſpace of five 
years, he took no comfort in Meat or Drink, 
nor any pleaſure in his Life; being under the 
ſenſe of ſome back-{}:1ding, was perplexed, as 
if he had been in the deepeſt pit of Hell; be 
did not cat his Food from any Appetite, but 
for this end, to defer his Damnation, thinking 
with himſelt, that he muſt needs be thrown in- 
to Hell ſo toon as his Breath was out of his Bo- 
dy; yet after this Summer Drought, this Ser- 
vant of the Lord had ſweet ſhowers of Mercy 
from Chrilt bis Lite; after his many years But- 
fetines and lirong Temprations, he received 
great Comfort, and afterward lived altogether 
an Heavenly Life. No Art, of Man, no Arm 
of Fleſh, no Earthly Comtort, no Earthly Pow- 
er can poſſibly heal or help in this condition; 
neither Men nor Angels, Friends nor Phy ſick, 
Gold nor Silver, Plcaſures nor Profits, Prefer- 

ments or Favours; infinite skill 
Ar. B's Caſes mult take this in hand or elſe 
ſcience. never any Cure and Recovery 


» can bc had. 


A poor Belieyer may be brought fo. low 
thrdggh Te 7 and Deſertions, that they 
chat hold oh may think they axe caſt off b 
God; but the Bclicver's Life — in Chriſt, 
and doth ye yet hope fora time ot Refreſhing; 45 
one that ſtamis by the Trees and Plants per- 
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Chuſt a Chuſtians Life. 57 
diner that he bad as good cut them down as 
jet them ineumber the Ground, for he believes 
they are dead; but ſaith the Gardiner you are 
miſtaken, the Root is alive in the ground, I 
hope for a good ſhower from Heaven to revive 
them; a Believer by Faith beholds his Life in 
Chriſt expecting for the drooping of his Spirit 
to revive his drooping Spirit. Saith the Saint 
you think, becauſe I am under Temptation and 
burdened with Sin, my hope is gone; no, in 
Chriſt my Root 1s green, and I wait to have his 
Grace and Comforts poured out, and I ſhall 
be raiſed up again. Saith David, I look to the 
everlaſting Hills from whence my help comes, Plal. 
123.1, 2, Unto thee lift I up mine Eyes, O thou 
that daelleſt in the Heavens. Behold, as the Eyes 
of the Servants look unto the hand of their Maſters, 
and as the Eyes of a Maiden unto the hand of her 
Miſtreſs ; ſo our Eyes wait upon the Lord our God, 
(how long?) until that he have mercy» upon ua, 
Pial. 121. 1. 1 lool, faith Davil, to the Hills, 
that is, to Sion Hill, where God meets his Peo- 
ple, through Faith in God by Chriſt: David 
did not look to the Tabernacle barely, but to 
God in Chriſt figuratively. Pſal. 18. 24. Our 
help it in the Name of the Lord, who made Hea- 
den and Earth; and do you behold that God, 
that made the Heavens, that made all things? 
Do you fee the Clouds? Do you fee the glortous? 
Sun? To that God will 1 look, till he break 
the Clouds and ſend down Strgams' that. glad 
the City of God. lift up my Ti to God in 
Chriſt, I liſt tip my Eyes to theeverlaſting Hills, 
to the Eternal Love of God in Chrift Ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt, till he 
look down on me, and look into my _ 
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58 Chiilt a Chiifffans Life 
therefore though you ſee me look like a barren 
Tree in Summer Drought, it does but make ine 
long tlie more for.a ſhower for watering, that 
is it, I look up for. '' O Saint! What do you 

to ſee? O ſaithi he, though Satan tempt 
me, and Conſcience may trouble me, and my 
Soul be caſt down, that I am a Sinner, a con- 
demned Sinner ; but I will look up, till God 
reveals Chriſt's Righteouſneſsto be my Righte- 
ouſneſs, Nom. 1. 17. Fortherein is the Righteouſne(s 
of God revealed from Faith to Faith, as it is uritien, 

e Fuft ſhall live by Faith. E . 

A Behever muſt needs hve a thriving Life, 
that lives on Chriſt : The trut't of which among 
the reſt that might be brought to prove this, I 
ſhall only lay down three things to demonſtrate, 
That every true Believers Hul is in a thriving and 
profſperons fate, that can neither Jall from the Sate 
of Grace nor loſe any one Grace, 

Firſt, Chriſt is the Fountain of Life whom 
oy are umted to. 

Secondly, Rain from Heaven to water them 
in time of Drought. 

Thirdly, The Sun of Rightcouſneſs to re- 
vive them in Winter Seaſons. 

Firſt, ſeſus Chriſt is the Fountzin of Lite, 
the vital Fountain from whence a Believer hath 
a continual ſupply of Grace to maintain his Spi- 
ritual * 14 19. Becauſe I live you fhall 
live alſo. We may ask them that talk of falling 
from Grace, what the Child told the Mother. 
T have heard of a godly Woman, being left a 
Widow in great Diſtreſs, the Children crying 
forBread,and ſhe having none to give faith the 

Children be God lives; the 


Mother comforted 
Child ſometime after far the Mother cry, Ar. 


ther, 
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Chaiſt a Chuſtians Life. 59 
ther, faith the Child, 4 God dead? We may put 
this Queſtion to the Arminian, when he pleads 
for falling from Grace, Is Chriſt dead, that, a 
Believer can fall from Grace? Who hath faid, 
Becauſe I live, you, ſball live alſo; while Chriſt 
hath 1t, * 2 eng chad ang, a 4.19. 
But my God {hall ſupply all your need according 10 
his Riche, in Cl Chriſt Jeſus. A Believer 
ſhaltnot want Grace to maintain his Spiritual 
Warfare; if he live fighting he ſhall dye con- 
quering; John 1. 16. Of hrs ful ne ſt have we all 
received, Grace for Grace. The Believer hath all 
in away of receiving; Alam had his Stock in 
his own Hands, he loſt it; but a Behevers 
Stock is in the Hands of Chrift and ſhall never 
be loft ; He is the Author and Finiſher of their 
Faith, Hebrews 12. 2. 

As the firſt Adam, that we by Nature are 
all in, is the Original of WY 
our Death and Miſery ; AMA. Gales Swnma- 
ſo is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ry. of Mr. Strong's 
the fecond Adam in Be- Bool on the Two O- 
lievers and they in him, wenants. 
who 1s the original cauſe | 
of their Reſtauration and Life, who gives dai- 
ly ſupplies to them out of his infinite Fulneſs. 
What good is there in Man, but what is firſt 


in Chriſt, as the original Head of the Covenant: | 


and publick receiver? Wouldſt thou ſee God's 
Love and Grace ſtreaming, towards thy Soul, 
muſt thou not ſee dt firſt lodged in Chrilt as the 
Fountain of all > Doſt thou defire to fee all 
thy fins wiped off? Muſt thou not firſt ſee them 
wi ped off from Chriſt thy Repreſentative? 
Would thou by a Proviſion of Faith fee thy 


ſelf in a glorified State > O then by Faith 100 
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60 Chaift a Chaiſtians Like. 
on Chrift the Head of the Covenant glorified 
for thee. Alas! If thou look on thy ſelfin thy 
ſelf, growing out of thine own natural Root, 
what art thou but as a Branch cut off from the 
Olive Root? But how comfortable and ſweet 
it is to ſee thy ſelf crucified, acquitted and glo- 
rified in Chriſt the Head of the Covenant! 
The Soul that lives on Chrift ſhall neither 
loſe nor lack Grace, but ſhall have daily ſup- 
plies from Chriſt, who is an Everflowing Foun- 
tain of Grace and Comfort. So long as there 
runs Oil from the Olive Branches, there ſhall 
never want Light in the Lamps: This Oil from 
the Ohye Branches that runs through the Gol- 
den Pipes is the Emblem of Supernatural Grace 
filled from the true Olive-Tree, | 
eyer emptying themſelves and Mr. Pool's An- 
are ever full; fo are Goſpel Or- notations. 
dinances filled by Ciriſt, l! 
ways filling his Members true Chriſtians, and 
ever full for all Believers : . It pleaſed the Fa- 
tlier that in him ſhould all Fulne dwelt; and 
that tlie Lord Jeſus Chriſt is both active and 
willing to communicate it to belieyers accord- 
ing as their want requires. He afſo may be 
jnted at in his two Offices * 
y the two golden Pipes con- Ar. Hutcheſon 
veighing the Oil from the 'Expoſirion on Le- 
Trees to the Cand leſticks, it chariah. 
being through his Merit as i 
Prieſt, and his Efficacy as King, that the Fd. 
neſs in him hecomes ours; it is the enoyment 
ff Chrilt in Ordinances that doch refreſh the 
Bale Soul -with- the Joys of God's Salvz- 
on and cauſes him to fhariſh like a Palm-Trre 
in the Curt, of their God, Pial. 92. 13. It the 
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death of Chriſt hath brought unto us Righte- 
ouſnek and Life, what ſhall his Life do? If our 
Saviour dying paid the Price, what thall he do 
now being alive and interceding for us? Fot 
Chriſt liveth and dwelleth in the Heart: If 
the Remembrance of his moſt holy Merit hve 
and flouriſh in it, draw me Lord Jeſus that 1 
may be poſſeſſed in the Truth of the thing the 
which here I expect by the firmne of Hope, 
Let thy Servant I pray thee be with thee and behold 
thy Glory, John 17. 23. And let him inhabit the 
Manſions which thou haſt prepared in thy Father's 
Houſe, lohn 14. 2. * or are 
Gerard's Me- they that dwell in . onſe," C 
diations. Lord, chey [hall praiſe thee for ever 
x and ever, Pſal. 84. 4. . 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his Diſcourſe with 
Martha about Laz.arss, declares himſelf to be 
the Fountain of Life, Grace and Glory. John 
11. 21, faith Mariba to Feſus, Lord, if thou 
had been here my Brother had not died. Here is 
ler enſibleneſs ot their own Weakneſs an! 
Puh. 2. Of Chrilt's Power, If thou Bad 
been here my Brother had nat died. Jeſus ſaith 
unto her, Thy Brother ſhall riſe again. Chiſt 
peaks in ger;-:21, to bring her Faith to her pax- 
ticular Caic. Martha ſaid, I know it, he ſhall 
riſe again iu th: Reſurretion,. It is. an eaſſer 
matter to believe future things many tim 
than preſent, becaule future things are put f. 
by Suppoſuion. Many fay, they believe the. 
Reſurrection of the, Body; but if they did Te, 
ally belicve that their Bodies ſhould be raiſed 
up, and ſtand before God's Tribunal, would 
they hye quietly. in a Chriſtleſs Rate, or mi- 
ſtrult God in preſent ſireights? If we W 
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62. Chaiſt a Chuſttans Life. 
Rand on the Graves Mouth, and conſider, Shat! 
all this Duſt be raiſed up? Shall every Perſan 
be raiſed up in order? Cannot this God deliver 
out of all ftreights? Said Martha, Lord, if thou 
bad/? been here my Brother had not died; (but 
that was more than Martha knew) (he depend- 
ed tos much upon his bodily Preſence, It may 
be that ſhe thought Chriſt would have prayed 
for her Brother, and ſo he would not have died; 
but Chriſt comes to take her off of ſome depend- 
ing on ſenſible things, and to live by Faith. 
R faith unto her, Thy Brother ſhall riſe gain. 
ith ſhe, I know at the Re ſurrection he ſhall riſc. 
* ſaith unto her, I am the Ke ſurrection and 
the Life, he that believeth on me though he nere 
dead, yet ſhall be live. Martha had a general 
Faith of the Reſurrection, but how to believe 
at the preſent that her Brother ſhould be raiſed 
up again, ſhe knew not. When Jeſus told 
her that her Brother ſhould live, ſaith ſhe, Lord, 
be hath been dead four days; it ſeemed an im- 
Mbility that he ſhould riſe again; yet be- 
fore {he believed the Reſurrection of the Dead. 
Was it a greater impoſſibility to raiſe him up 
when no part of him was diminiſhed, than to 
raiſe him up at the laſt day? Saith Chriſt, I am 
the Life, I will raiſe him up at the laſt day; and 
am notable to raiſe up thy Brother that hath 
betn dead but four Days? So ſhould a Believer 
fay within himſelf under h is Doubts and Fears; 
Did the Lord convert me? bring me out of a 
{tate of Sin and miſery * quicken me when I 
was dead? and will he not give me Life? Can 
he raiſe up Laxarus when dead four = and 
cannot he raiſe up my dead Heart? Saith Chriſt, 


Jam the Life, J am the Original of Life; I = 
2 the 
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Chiſſt a Thaiſttang eee. 3 
the frlt that gives Life; all are dead Sinnen gie. 
come to guicken them, till L come to bring 
Life to your Souls. Whoſcever liverh and belie- 
eth in me Hall never die, for 1 am the Principle 
of their Life; as I gave them Life at firſt, fo 
do alſo continue their Life, they (hall never 
Jie. | : 

When Death comes the Immortal Soul 1s a- 
live; it is but the Body that is gone to the 
Dult, that will be raiſed up gain; that will 
be a glarious Body for the Soul to hve with in 
Eternal Glory. 

\What an excceding_ Joy is it then for a Be- 
lever, that Chriſt is the Vital Fountain of his 
Lite! Though Death be at the very door, it hall 
never come into the Soul Though there ma 
be a Separation for a time, the Soul 1s wit 
Chriſt, and the Body united to Chriſt, that 
the Believer may be rather ſaid to ſieep, than die. 
The root of his Comforts are alive. There may 
be a Death on a Believers aut ward Mercies and 
Comforts, yet it ſhall never come into his Soul. 
As we ſez the Trees in the Winter ſeem to be 
dead, the Believer ; they may fear the Death 
of their Comforts or Graces ; though they may 
have the Withdrawings of God's Preſence, yet 
as the Trees in Spring, they revive and ſprout 
forth; fo ſhall they revive, and Death ſhall not 
enter into their Souls. Saith Paul, lhe ſhall de- 
liver me from the Body of this Deat'? I thank 
God for. the Viclory through Chriſt. There is 
Death in my ſelf, but Chriſt gives me Victory; 
he removes it, he carries it away ; though it be 
at the Door, it ſhall never come in at the Door; 
it there be dead neſꝭ upon the Heart, Chriſt is 
Lite to my Soul ; if there be enen 
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and great, Chriſt is the Fountain of Life, to 


inneble me to outgrow all: As we may fay 
of young Children that are weak and infirm, 
they will outgrow their Weakneſſes. So Chil- 


dren of God will outgrow their Infirmities ; 


they will outgrow their Corruptions and in- 
ward Weakneſs, they ſhall have Victory over 
them, they ſhall be Conquerors at the hf, 
Chriſt being the vital Fountain of Life, a Be- 


licrer muſt needs live a growing flouriſhing 


Life, the Lord Chriſt doth water them at the 


Root, Pſal. 1. The godly man is like a Tree plant- 
ed by a River of Water, which withereth not, 


but bringeth forth Fruit in due ſeaſon, becauſe 
there is x vital Fountain, there is Life at the 
Root. Jſaiah 41. 18. The Prophet ſpeaking of 
Chriſt's being Life to his Church, he is ſaid to 
be Rivers of water in high plages. Were not 
Crit Rivers of Water, the Saint would be dry 
at Root; but he is Rivers of Waters in a dry place. 
Small Rivers may flow from a 

Fountain that may be ſtopt, but Mr. Robinſon's 


Chriſt is the,cyer-flowing Foun- Chriſt all in 


tain that none can ſtop. Rivers all. 
may be ſtopt in time ofDrought, _ 
| ut nothing ſhall ſtop the Grace of Chriſt. 
Cold Weather may frecz up Rivers, but the 
coldeſt, deadeſt Heart that is, ſhall not freez up 
Chriſt's Grace; he will be Rivers of Water in 
dry places. Other Rivers may dry of them- 
ſelves, but all our Unworthineſs (hall not bar 
Cirift's Grace from the Soul. 

Chriſt is ſet forth excellently by that Rock 
cur Fathers drank of, and the Rock followed 
them, and that Rock was Grit, 1 Cor. 20. 4. 


— . 


Hor did the Rock follow them? The 1 
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doth the Lord qeſus Chriſt his poor be wild red 
People; he not only is ready to give them Grace, 


but follows them wich Grace, and follows them 
with Mercy. Geode, n Mercy ſbail follow me 
all the days of u Liſe, Plat. 23. 6. Alas, if w | 


ſhould ſtand by the Rock never ſo long, could 
we by ſmiting cauſe the water to guth forth? 


But this Water is ſo free, that it flows to the 
hever's Chtiſt follows the Believer with his 


Trace; follows them with his Comforts,: fol- 


lows them with Supports, follows them with 
new Refreſhments: ©: Ii this Rock did notfolluwt 
us, it would be long enough beſore e ſhould - 


8 to this Rock: Chriſt follows the Soul with 


ivine Grace as the Soul ſtands in need of it. 


The Rock ſinitten by Moſes ſupplied the Hrae- 
lies, and Chriſt ſmitten by. the Curſe of the 
Law ſupplies the Church, not with Earthly 
Water, but with Heavenly Rivers of Grace a 


Comfort, following Believers not fox a time; 
but indeficiently and for ever. Chriſt told the 


Woma — 2 — drinleth of this Ma- 
ter, it [hail be à Well of water ſpringing up unto eter - 
nal Life. I am the reſurrection > pe dead, the 


Reſurrection from the Death of Sin, and alfa 


the Life of the Soul, toſive in and upon Cant 


Ie that believes in #22 ſhall newer die, m Deatk 


ſhall lay hold on him to ruine him, not ſepatate 
him from God; and though Death come on the 


Body, he is ſaid never to die, becauſe he hall 


live for ever. Therefore the Saint in- Chriſt e- 


very day be lives; he is living h upon Chriſt | 
that he is daily getting on his way to R | 
272 


and is ngarer co Heayeniznd ' Happineſs, Ch. 
| 172 ſaith, 
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' faith, Becauſe Hive, ye ſball tive If the 
|} txoot die the branches muſt needs die; but the 
| root cannot die, and the branches ſhall 
＋ 
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tot die; while the root lives the branch es ſhall 
not die: Therefore in John 18, he faith, That 
de is the Vine, and the Believer is the Branch : 
' that js the reaſon the Soul that ltres in Chriſt, 
| and one in Chriſt muſt needs live a flouriſhing 
andi increaſe. Life, becauſe Chriſt is the vital 
Fountain of Lite, to keep the Soul of a Believer 
|  flourithing and green at root; it ſhall not be 
like the Barren Hypocrite or batren Apoſtate. 
Secondiy, Chritt is ſaid to come down as 
Rain upon his Church and People, to keep them 
watered, to keep them freſh and flouriſhing, 
Now you muſt note, there mult be a good root, 
a living root, or otherwiſe all the rain that is, 
will do ne good to the Soul. Cl. 1. 19. 4 
Neaſed the Father, that in him ſhould all: fulneſs 
dwell; as he is the vital Fountain from whence 
their Life is derived, ſo is he manifeſting! his 
Grace to them, and ſo is faid to come down as 
Rain on them, in Pfal. 72. This Pſam was 
penned when David was on his Death- Bed, and 
he orders Salomon to be-Crowned, he ſpeaks of 
Solomon, Gr rhe Kino thy Judgment, O Lord, and 
thy Righteouſneſs unto the Ning Sn: And then 
heſnezkePropheticalty of hriſt and of his King- 
dew, He ſhall iudge thy people nith rightconſn: ſs, 
and thy poor with juloment; the mountains ſhall 
bring peace to the prople, and the little hills by righ- 
leon ſue ſ.. H ſhall judge the poor of the preple, 
he ſhall ſeve the children of the needy, and ſhall 
Meal in pieces the appre ſſor. I hry ſhall fear thee 
4s long as the Sun and Aon endure, throug hout all 
geuc ration. Now that cannot be poke of - 
A lomon, 
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lomon, that. muſt be of - Chriſt, Then Verſe (. ' 
He ſhall come donn like rain upon the monn grafs, \ 

4 ſbowers that martr "whe earth; in 
770, righteouſne ſi fuuiſh and abunlanct of peace © 
Jo ling as the Mons endureth;* Speaking of the 
fra and Glory of Chrift's Kingdom un- 
der th © Galpel: . ſhall come down as rain. 
While there is Rain — Heaven there will be 
Fruits on the Earth; while Chriſt is Rain to a 
Believer, he ſhall never die, thoueh there maʒ 
be ſome Linutations, and ſome reftraints in his 
exerciſe of Grace yet he ſhall not die. ; 

Firſt, Chrift came down 1n his Incarnation ; | 
when he came to take our Na- | 
ture upon him, he deſcended Mr. Robinſon's - 
from the Boſom of his Father, Chnſtaltinall,. 
deſcend:d tem he Crown to 
the Cradle, from the Glory of his Father to the 
Manger, fram Angels and Glorified Saints to 
converſe with poor Man, 

Sccondiy, He came to live here an humble 
and debaſed Lite; ht cime here to beat our Ina. 
firmitics, and to take our Sickneſſes. | 

Thir T7 He came down very lor; when 
the bleſſed Lord of Glory came to the Croſs; - 
when he that was the Fountain of all Lie mutt 
die the curſed Death of the Crols. 

Fourthly, He comes down in defend ng in- 
to the Hearts of his People by his Holy Spirit, 
in the Revelation of his Divine Grace; he 
comes down when he reveals from: Heaven his K 
bleſſe Grace and Conſolation to Oe Peoples | 
The River of Life that is above, donn 
many ſweet drops into the Soul. 5 — Be- 
liever is gaſping and 10158 1 will hear chis 
r will God bore Re” or. 
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comfort? As the Woman, he would bate 
her ee 7 it, ang S 2 when that was 
gone the had a ſupply eliever is ready 
under Donbts and Fears ti fax, Hath Grit for- 
got to be gracious? Etit he hath' ſupply from 
that River thit comes 161i the Throne of Go. 
Rev. 21.1. Ant he Nel me à4 burt River of 
water of Life, clear at Cryfal, proce-divo c of the 
Throne of G 94 and of his Ls He ſſewed me 
a pure River ; there is in Chriſt no Hwpnrity ; 
be is the Lamb of Gol withe ſpot ; what he 
gives to his People art pure Mxcies. choice Mcr- 
cies, ptire Pleſlings: hen Wwe Ufink of other 
Streams they, are mixed with Mud; all your 
Comforts lov, yea all Or- 
* Durham om dinznecs and Duties arc mix- 
the K. x. latin. & with Cortupticn ; but 
„ © Chriſt is the pure River; it is 
# River,” ne ſmalt Brook, but à River, run- 
ning, flow'ng and always flowing, giving and 
always giving. It is nat only a River flowing, 
tur Waters of Life t» the Sort that lives on 
Chriſt, Thoſe that drink of this Water of Life 
Mall never die: He that defres to drink of 
theſe Waters of L'te, that thirſts for them, can- 


not but hive; they are as clear as Cryſtal. That 


is an Fmbtem of the Saints Life, a Life of Grace, 
and Lite of Glory, Here we have theſe Waters 
— Ordinances through Pipes; here we ſce them 

through a Glaſs, but there you will ſee them 
Face to Face; there the Saints ſha ſolace them- 


bes asCeleftial Fiſhes in tſiat pure River In 


Ordinances” we oy ſome fweet drops and 
frrams, Pal. 46. the Church being under 


trouble, ſpeaks of ber help in God, Trongh the 
FA 


at 18, though there is a 


change 
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change of times and revolution of things, 1hough 
the Mountains be carried into the Sea, we will wot 
fear: Sq though we have many Temptations 
many Troubles ; though we have many Dit 
ccuragements we will not fear; though the 
Waters thercof roar and be troubled, though 
the Mountains ſhake with the ſwelling there- 
of: There is a River, the Streams whereof 
make'glad the City of God. This ſhews forth, 
in the letter, the Tabcrnacle, where the Preſence 
of God was, and his Glory appeared. Though 
we hare ſwelhng Waves, great Temptations, 
great Troubles, vet we have a Stream that 
makes glad the City of God, for God is in the 
midſt of her: He was in the midſt of Feruſa- 
[-m that was called the City of the great King. 
P{-t. 48. t, 2. Great is the Lord, and greatly ts 
be praiſed in the City of our God, in the Mountain 
of his Inline ſi. Beautiſul for fiu ion, the Foy of 
the whole Earth is Afount Sion, on the hides of the 
North, the City of the great King. So that the 
City of Fer»ſalew where the King of Glory had 
his Dwelling place, where he met his People 
between the Cherubims and the Mercy-ſeat. 
God did dwell in the Tabernacle in Feruſalem, 
but Chriſt is the glorious Temple wherein the 
Godhead dwells, being in the midſt ef his 
Church by a Divine Union, is their Life in the 
midſt of thei Troubles: Here are tweet Streams 
that flow from him. There is a River, 
this River is in the midſt of her: Chriſt is in 
the midſt of his Church, watering of his 
Church, giving new Streams to it daily, that 
makes glad the Heart of tis People. How does 
Rain rejoyce the Heart of the Husband- man in 
adry time when it comes unexpected ? So a 

| Behever 
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70 Chꝛiſt a Chyiſtiaus Life. 
Believer receives the Streams of Comfort unex- 


pected under the Ordinances, An Experimen- 
tal Believer longs to be under the Enjoyments 


of all Ordinances, and woul be hindred from 


none, though the Heart may be backward to 


| Duty. A poor Believer will cry to the Lord 


in ſecret, Lord, let not this wicked Heart bin- 


der me; it may be I may have a Stream from 


Chriſt that may refreſh my tbirſty Soul, and 


make it glad; for Chriſt is in the midſt of his 


People, and my Soul deſires to enjoy him, my 
Soul deſires to hve upon him: There is a River 
makes glad the City of God, the Church oi God, 
And why may not my Soul receive Comfort? 
Thus Jeſus Chrift comes as rain from Heaven to 
make Glad the City of God: Though there are 
Swelling Waves of Temptation and Trouble, 
there are Streams that make glad this City. The 
Wrath of God is made known from Heaven to 
Unbelievers, and his Love is made known from 
Heaven to Believers ; though indeed the Believer 
may not always have the Comfort of it. But 
the Believer that lives on Chriſt, whoſe Deſires, 
and Thirſtings, and Ends and Aims are, that 
in all he may enjoy Chriſt; I ſay, when they 
are under ferrs and, Doubts, they ſeem to be in 
2 withering (tate, but when Chriſt, as the Rain 
deſcends down, the Believer is revived and re- 
reihed; As Gideon's Fleece was wet when the 
round, was dry, ſo hath a Believer Heavenly 
:n10yment and Communion with Chriſt, when 
all the World is b rren. When the Believer is 
under fear, and faith, I fear I am a withered 
Plant, that I am not watered ; Sauh the Lord, 
He ſhall come down 4s rain. If we ask many, 
where is your-Conitort? They will tell you, 
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our expcc tation? Hope is laid up in Chriſt, 
mY expeHation is — him. Io fuck. faith 
God, he (ſhall come down as rain, that is, with 
his Spirit revealing his Love and Cirace to the 
Soul, as Ruin comcs from the Clouds: 80 
through the Clouds of Darkneſs doth Chriſt re- 
veal his Grace to poor dark doubting Saints. 
When the Lord Jeſus poureth out his Hol 
Spirit into poor doubting Souls, to comfort and 
refreſh wed aw {Lp laden Soul, to give 
a Teſtimony of the Love of God to your Souls; - 
the efficacy of God's Holy Spirit revives the 
Saints, and begets Life in dead Sinners; Chriſt 
comes down to them and cauſes them to hve 
that never lived before. Indeed T confeſs there 
Chriſt is wonderfully beyond all ſhowers of 
Rain; for if we plant and fow, Rain brings it 
up; but Chriſt brings up 'Seed, brings forthe 
Fruit where it vas never before: So ſaith the 
Prophet, fa. 32. from the 12h to the 16:6: 
They Mall Lament for the Trat, for the.” pleaſant 
Fields, for the frunful Vine. Upon the Land of 
my people ſhall come 1 Thorns and Bricks: Yea up- 
en all the: Houſes of Foy in the joyous Ciry; dan 
the Palaces ſhal be for ſalen, the mulrinsde of 
Ii ſhall be li, the Furtr and Towers ſhall le- for 
Dent for ever, 4 ſoy of wild Afﬀes, a paſture of 
Hoch? Until the Hirit be poured 4pan ut from on 
high, and the Wildezne(; be a frairful field, and the 
fruit ſul ſteld be conmed for a Fore. This indeed 
was literally ſpoken of the Captivity of the 
Jews; faith he, All their pleaſant places Fall be 
filed with deſolation, ænd their Palaces ſhall he for- 
Jaken; How Jong? until the Spirit be poured 
upon us from on high. But how ſhould this 
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altho God 
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be? Why, it might be 

Lord came on Gras, and thoſe that gave the 
ews Liberty to go and build the City of God. 
t ſhall we think that this is the whole? No, 
. ſinner that lives upon the face of the Earth 
18.2 barren deſolate wretched Cxeatute till the 
Spirit of God is poured upon him. How long 
ſhall theſe ſinners continue ſo? Until the Spirit of 
the Lord be poyred from on high. And what then ? 
Why then this Wilderneſs ſhall become a fruitſul 
Field, the Wilderneſs becomes a Garden or Field. 
The old ignorant poor carnal iner becomes now. 
a gracious Saint. Doth he ſtand at a ay? No and 
ſruitful Field be counted for a Foreſt ? 

- When the Spirit of the Lord comes down, 
then the Wilderneſs becomes a fruitſul Field, 
and the fruitful Field is counted for a Foreſt. 
Many Profeflors there are that hear Chriſt 
ed, hear what it is to live upon Chritt, 


> bar they, not knowing Chriſt, not having the 


Spirit of Gcd poured out 1 them, art the 
fame as erer they were. Now how long wilt 
it be that you will hear of Chriſt, and not live 
on Chrift3 I can tell you, until the Spirit of 
the Lord be poured upon you from on high ; 
until the Spirit be revealed from on high, it ſig- 
nihes a plentiful communication of the Spirit; 
It hath a reſpect to the times of the Goſpel; tor 
gave his Spirit in ſome meaſure be. 
fore, pet he poured it not out before he Was firſt 
anointed with his Fulneſs; a larger meaſure of 
God's Spirit is now given than was before. 
Then we ſhall return and fay, Lord, the Wil 
dernefs is become a fruitful Field, and the fruit- 
ful Field is counted for a Foreſt ; but the mean 


time you fit concerned, while you fend us 
how 
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mourning z you ſit on your Seats unconcerned, 
and go home ſo ; but your poor Miniſter goes 
with forrow to the Lord. ; 8 
How long, Lord, - hall I preach before one 
Soul be converted by my Mini- | 
ſtry? How long ſhall I teach Dr. Ozenon 
before one Sinner is converted? the Spirit. 
The Lord anſwers, Until my 
Spirit be poured out upon them from on high. 
Many Sermons may be poured out, and Hearts 
and Lives of Miniſters poured out, before your 
Souls are converted, except the Spirit of God be 
poured upon you. How much do they err 
that tell you, If you will you may believe; 
and that there is no ſuch thing as an irreſiſtable 
Power put forth? But let them that know 
Chrift, ſpeak, whether the Arminians ſpeak 
Truth or no. You know you were barren be- 
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for your attention; the beginning is, Jacob 
was afraid he was forſaken of God; Mae of 
old was under Piſcouragements; and the E- 
vangelical Prophet reacheth to all the Maclite: 
of God, Verſe 1. Tet now hear, O Facob my Ser- 
vant, and Iſracl mbom I have choſen : Thus ſaith 
the Lord that made thee, and formed thee from the 
Womb, which will help thee ; fear not; O Facob my 
Servant, and thon Feſurun whom I habe choſen. 
We ſee here plainly, that which "many of our 
Age do deny, God's chooſing of one more than 
another. God laies the Foundation of -{ſ-ael's 
Comfort in his peculiar choice of them. He 
whom I have thoſen: If God hath not (choſen 
Jratl, what is all Bleſſings or Mercies? But 

rd, if Tam choſen, yet I am under Trouble, 
Straits and Fears. Sarth' God, In ill peur Water 
ub him that is thirty, and Flouds ub the dry 
grounds; I will pow my Spirit upon et, and 
y Bleſſing upon thy Offiprings: That is, all 


that are in Chriſt: If you are Chriſt's, than 


you ate Abrihan's Sced ; and what then? they 
all fpritig'up as among the Graſs, as Willows 
by the Water-courſes; by the Water · ſide they 
ſhall grow, I ſhall ſee my people grow: And 
hat then ? One ſhalt fay, © who ſhall ſay? 
why the poor doubting Soul, that hath long 
cried out, O that I could but know Chrilt 
were mige! O that I could but make mention 
of him as my Lord and wt Redeeiner! My 
Soul even ſaims with expectation, for his lov- 
ing kincknels to be revealed! What, (hall theſe 
flouriſh} and grow, and thrive ; Yes, they ſhall. 
One ſhall ſay, I am: the Lord's, and another ſhall 
call himfelf by the name of Jacob, and another 
ſhall. ſubſeribe with his band anto the Lord. W — 
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am no Caft-away. How comes this about? 
A poor Soul, n Crif, waiting for 
him, deſiring nothing more than to live on 
Chriſt, and with Chrif, yet under much doubt 
and fear. Why? the Believer wanted theſe 
Heavenly Showers to he poured out, the Teſti- 
mony abe Spirit: But when the Spirit is 


b {aith the Soul, I can call m 


y the name of Jacob, and ſubſcribe with my 
hand, I am the Lord's. Say to a Believer, What 
doſt thou deſire, Soul? Nothing more than to 
live to Chriſt, nothing more than to enjoy vii, 
nothing below him will content me: Where 
will you wait there? Where the Lord comes: 
And how long? Till the Spirit of. the Lord is 
poured out; and then I ſhall call my ſelf by 
the Name of the Lord, and not be ed.” 

This hath relation to the righteous and gra- 
cious Act of God in . righteous and 
oppreſſed Nation from crutl Tyrants and 
preſſors. This Work ſhall be ſo great and 
luſtrious, as if God bad rain'd down, ſhowers 
of Righteouſneſs out of Heaven. But this tis 
not all the meaning, the Myſtery of the Sinners 
glorious Redemption through Chrift is here in- 
cluded, and alſo God's gracious Act of Righ- 
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 -teouſnels, Za. 25. 8. Drop down ye Heavens 
above, let La pour down rip 2e0nſneſs 175 
[ 1 7225 and let Fr bring jor Selvarion, 
[ wid let Righteonſneſs ſpring ap together; I the Lord 
[ 12 a * et 11 ommand, 
and the Church's Prayer, drop down ye Hea- 

vens, Let the Skies pour down ri breonſoe 55 the 


| Lord commands it, the Church and Prophet 
Peas for it. When a poor Believer is prayin 
| 
| 


hing, looking up to Heaven, O that I might 
have a glimpſe this day of the Love of God! 
O that Idid but know that I were redeemed by 


thy Blood! Saith the Lord, Drop down ye Hea- 
dient. For until the Spirit of the come, 
' "here will be cold hearing and praying until 
le Lord reveal himſelf to the poor finner. A 
poor doubting Soul in his own 1maginations is 
 -undone. God's delivering his people from Tem- 
pPoral Miſeries, was but a Drop in compatiſon 
 . of is giving riß for poor ſinners to ſatisfie 
Dirine ſult; then he poured down Righte- 
'_ _ ,ouſneſs! Saith the Lord, You ſhall not want 
2 Righteouſneſs: I will ſend down a Righte- 
'  AHujneſsto that Soul, oy down ye Heavens, and 
lie the Kies pour downriphrteouſneſs : As the Sky 
; when it is clear gives Light, ſo does the Lord 
e his Spirit reveal to the Soul his intereſt in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and his love to his Soul. That is 
Apoor Life indeed, or Profeſſion, that you live 
dnn your ſelf, and your own performances, and 
- not on Cliriſt. You ſee when riß comes 
.Cown, be comes with the Power of his Spirit on 
the Hearts of ſinners in their Converſion, and 

en Saints in their Deſertion, and then you ſhall 


2 away rejoycing. O with what chearſul 


ve we hal many gone from an Ordi- 
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nance! They have been complaining in the 
Morning, and have been rejoycing in the AF 
ternoon. And how comes this? Did it lie in the 
power of a Man? Could an earthen Veſſel gire 
this? Na, the Heavens dropt down ; and then 
what praiſing and bleſſing God is there in the 
Soul, when the Spirit of Ghd in the Word is 
poured out on a poor Belieycr that was in Fears 
and Doubts > While the Hypocrite never queſti- 
ons nor fears his RN. 305 rag 5 Fon 
nothing more than decaying, tho he is e 
bliſhed that he ſhall never fall from uit, yet 
he would not be barren : As it 15 the deſire of 
x Believer to be glorified with Crif, ſo to glo- 

riſie Chri while on the Earth. Here a Reliever 
hath many Fears and Doubts Firſt, he fears 
that God is not reconciled to him; but the Spi- 
tit of the Lord comes to water the poor | 
ing Soul. Griſ manifeſts to the Sul, that 
„ iled: r 
Ila. 27. 2. 3, 4, 5. In that d [ing un- 
to her, a Vineyard of — Wine, Piuly it is rec 
Wine muſt make the ſinners peace; it is the 
red Blood of Chrif, a bleeding Redeemer, muſt 
give Peace unto the doubting Believer, '- Sing ye 
anto her, a Vineyard of red Wine ; Redemption 
thro the Blood of Chrift is the ſweeteſt Song that 
ever ſinners can heat; it is not a Vineyard to 
work in, but a Vineyard to ſing in, 4 Vineyard 
of red Wine ; without this red Wine, our red 
fins would undo our poor 2 Souls: But 
Lord, How ſhall I know: that this red Wine, 
this Blood of Chriſt is made mine? How ſhall- 
I know that Lam recontiled: by the Blood of 
Stil? Saith God, I will water it, I will pour out 
my ſpirit to reveal it and maniſeſt it. And what 
K. 2 then 
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; then Lord, Shall 1 know ? Fary i not in me, who 
| would ſet the Briers and Thorns againſt me in Bar- 
dle? JI would go tbrongh them, burn them 
' b#ogether You ſhall know that I am a recon- | 
| alled God unto you, I am at peace with thee ; 
How ſhall I be at peace with thee? Saith God 

in the fifth Verſe, Ler him tale bold of 

' firength that he may make peace with me, and 
' ſhall be at peace nh me. In that day ſing ye 
/ unto ber a Vineyard of red Wine. Sanh the 
Lord, 1 will eg ber 4 ſong ; every Sermon you 
hear of the Love of (ri is a Song to every 
; doubting Believer. | ay 
When poor Souls come to have the Spirit of 
the Lord poured out upon them, to reveal that 
God is reconciled unto them, then the Sod! 
goes on in the ways of God chearfully ; before 
the Believer was doubting, and fearing, and 
queſtioning. % ee 
But what doſt deſire, O Soul? I deſue no- 
thing more, I crave nothing more, than to en- 
1 ran Then faith God; I ill ſing you 4 
Song under the Goſpel, the Lord does not come 
to call you to Mount Sinai, he doth not ſpeak 
with Terror and Horror; but he comes to ſing 
a glorious Song of Redemption, that is, red 
Wine to poor undone ſinners, and to poor doubt- 
ing Saints: But I tell you, we may ſing and 
preach till we come to the Grave, and not one 
Soul be converted and brought home to God, 
except the Spirit of the Lord come and work 
with us. For 1 durſt ſpeak it, if I could but 
have acquaintance with you to know your 
Minds, there is not any one of you that will 
draw near to God, while you think God 1s an 
Enemy unto you ; but if any thing draws you 
Hos to 
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to God, it mult be the Song of red Wine, Re» | 
Coe through, the Blood of, Ori. And 
then as for the drooping Saint, he is atraid t 
| come before Gord white he is under his Fear 
and Trouble ; then what ſhall I do Lord? Take 
hold of my ſtrength, that is, on Chrilt, and be 
at peace with me. The Spirit of the Few... 
veals to the Soul a reconciled God, that God is 
at peace with them, and hath pardoned all theit 
ſins. But before tha$Soul cries, What am, an 
unpardoned Soul Lam afraid I (halt meet my 
ſins, that they will ſtare me in the face another 
day. O that I did but know that Ori was 
mine! That my ſins were forgiven me! That! 
had but the Love of God in Chi! 1 have been 
looking, faith the Soul,” when God will come 
aud ſay, 7% (ns are forgiven thee. David, fal. 
32, was greatly troubled, and faid, The Lord's ; 
Ham lay day und night: heavy upon him: And how. 
is it now, I achnonl:dged my ſin uno thee, and 
mine iniquity have I not hid; I ſaid, I nil: con- 
ſeſ my Tranſpreſſions unto the Lord, and thou. for- 
gaveſt the iniquity of my jin. I found great Com- 
tort, I had a ſweet ſhower, Chriſt came down” 
2 Rain upon my Soul, God revealed his pardon- 
ing Grace. I faid, I will confeſs my Trunſgreſſun 
uno the Lord, and thou forgaveſt the Iniquity of 
my ſin. What, was David's fin never forgiven 
before? Ves, all his Tranſgreſſions 5 
away, and lis Soul was pure in the fight o. 
God, through the Rigineouſneſs of Jelus Chriſt. 
But David had doubts on his Son), Feat on his 
Soul, he had a Summers Drought ;. would I had 
a ſhower of . Mercy: 1 contels 1 am 2 por 
ivretched Creature, I am a vile finger, I will 
vow look to the Lord; and he did not Jook in 
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Yain. Are not Believers fins pardoned? Yes, 

ſhall never be remembred more, But the 
Believer doth not know this always; and when 
he does not know it, he begins to cry out, Is 
thy Mercy clear gone? But then be cus to 
mind, this & ny infirmity:; Then he eries to the 
Lord, and in comes pardomng Mercy, e of good 
chear, thy fins are forgiven thee. O what a re- 

ing ſhower is this! It is this I haveJooked 
for, . for, waited füße Then next ſaith 
the Soul, I deſire nothing mòre than t6 enjoy 


 Chrift, yet Tam fo unrighteous, I queſtion whe- 


ther his Righteouſneſs be mine: Now come 
the Lord by his Spirit, and reveals-to the Soul, 
that it hath a Righteouſneſs to ſtand before the 
Lord in. Now the Soul can ſay, The Lord 


my Righteouſneſ;. 1 Cr. 1. 30. But of him are ye 


in Chrift Feſus, who of God is made unto us Wiſ- 
dom, and Righteouſneſr, and San#lification, and 
Redemption; * is made of God to me. O now 
he is made the Lord my Righteouſneſs. How ſhall 
F know this? The Spirit of the Lord reveals 
this to the Saints in the Goſpel of * Chriſt, 
No 1 can go boldly to God, and ask mercy 
boldly of God. P.. 1 26. 4. Turn again our 
Caprivity, O Lord, as the Steanis in the Huth: 
As the Streams in the South refreſh the dry and 


barren ground, fo does the Righteouſneſs of 


Chriff revealed comfort my Soul. How bar- 
ren was I in Duty ! I was afraid to come to 
God, I was afraid whether my Wandrinzs 
would not cauſe God to turn me out of his 
Prefence; but God hath prepared ( Hriſt to be 


my Righteouſneſs, therefore in him I come 


withont Spot. Indeed when I am qut of frame, 
Wis withora-Combort io my elf, but Thave ©1- 


ways 
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ways Righteouſneſs before God, I have always 
boldneſs to the Throne of Grace through Grif. 
Many Ptayers that'have been made when I was 
out of Frame, have been no ſmall Trouble to 
my Soul; but when it was revealed to me, 
that Chriſt was my Righteouſneſs, that he was 
made ſin for me, that I might be made the rig bre 
oxfneſr of God in him, 2 Cor. F. 21. that is, tho 
Chriſt was a Man without fin in himſelf, yet 
our fin was imputed to him, and he was 
God reckoned as a firmer ; and then he kit 
him, putting our Curſe upon him; fo that to 
us that are free, Chrift was made fo, that God 
looks on us as if we had performed perfect 
Righteouſneſs, and when that is done, he faves - 
us. You that have lived and not made Chriſt 
your Righteouſneſs, you will want a Righte- 
ouſneſs when you come to die: But they that 
have made Chrift their Righteouſneſs, though 
their ſins be as heaps of Sand, yet through the 
Righteouſneſs of Chrift you will ſtand as ſpot- 
leſs before God, as if you had never ſinned. 
Now how do you know this to be your Righ- 
teouſneſs? Why, the Spirit of God reveals this 
to your Souls, and you can as boldly call him, 
the Lord your Righteouſneſs, as you can call 
your Houle and Land, or any thing you enjoy, 
your own. If you go to God in Chriſt, what- 
ever is needſul for you, you ſhall as ſurely have 
it as oh + had it already. Then next, the 
Spirit of Chrift flowing the Heart of a 
Believer, gives the Belieyer ſweet Communion 

with God. The Soul thinks it is at a diſtance 
from God, the Spirit comes down in a ſweet 
ſhower, and brings it near to God. O, faith 
the Soul, tha Loud but enter wichin the 
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Vail to bare Communion with Ggd ! But me- 
thinks God and I ſand at a diſtince; ey 
' Heayen, and lam (as it were) in Hell ; 

[ as one forgotten; though I hey claim to — as 
my God, I would have the Knowledge of him 


that he is my God, and God of n eie Pfal. 
388. O Gol ef my Sluation, let my Prayer-come 
befere thee, incline thine ear to my y for my Soul 
& full of trouble. Sometimes a Believer 1s-full of 
Trouble. And what is the next? And my Lite 
drazeth nigh unto the Grave, I am connted with 
them that go donn into the Pit. That is dread- 
ful, when the fear of Death and of: Hell meet 
together. Tamas a Man that hath no ſttength 
to believe, yet I have ſome glimmerings that 
thou art the God of my Salvation: But Death 
and Hell is approaching to me in my appre- 
henfien : wilt thou (hew Wonders to the dead; 


ſhall the dead lire? Is it not poſſible 1 mould 
hve ? Shall I have a Shower of Mercy? ſhall 
thy loving-kindneſs be declared in the Grave, 
or thy faithfulneſs in deſtruction ? Shall I have 
a ſhower upon my dying Soul? Shall I be 
brought to have Commumon with God? Thus 
when the Lord ſeems to Rand at a diſtance from 
the Toit, that comes down in a ſhower by his 
he finds very familiar Communion: 
God Therefore the — when on 
prays for the Orinthians, prays, That the 
Grace of the Lord Je ſus, the o of God the Father, 
be communicated unto them by the Holy Gh. 
13. 14. The Grace of the Lord Fe wow, 
> love of Gal, and the Communion wy 
Ghoſt be with you all, Amen. ore 
ur Life, the Love of God in bly Cho: —_ 


dene to you through the Holy 
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hen the Love of God is come down. on the 
Soul, then the Soul comes to have ſweet Com- 
munion with God; before the Soul was afraxt 
to come to God, but now it can ſay, Lord, ban 
Inowe# me, and I Inom thee ; Lord,  thos Inoweſt 
what is in me, and what thou haſt wrought in ve. 
Thus the Soul goes on knowing and being 
known: So the Soul is carried on in this ſwecet 
Frame, with that familiar ſweet Communion © 
with God, that the Soul wiſhes it might ab. | 
ways be employed in God's Service, Again, 
When Chriſt is revealed by. the Spirit to the 
Soul, the Soul comes to know its Adoption, 
that it can and doth know God to be his Father, 
the Spirit of the Lord poured out, crying Abba 
Father, Gal. 4.4, 5, 6. But when the ju ＋ of 
the time was come, God ſent forth his Son 4 
Woman, made under the Law, to redeem them that 
were under the Law, that we might receive the 
adoption of Sons. Chriſt comes to redeem us, the 
Holy Spirit comes to reveal to the Soul that you 
are no more Servants; but Sons, that we might 
receive the Adoption of Sons: Sons of God re- 
deemed by Chriſt's Blood ; but the Soul ſeems. 
to be doubting whether it be fo or no: Well, 
{ah the Apoſtle, becauſe ye are ſons, God hath 
ent forth the Spirit of his Son into your Hearts, © 
crying Abba Father. O what would many a 
poor doubting Soul give to call God Father! 
Though many a Wretch calls God Father. But 
a poor Behever, if all the World were given 
tum to be his Portion, he would trample on all 
to call God Father in deed and in truth; to go 
to God as a Father, to have God for my Father, 
that glorious God that made Heaven and Earth, 
that glorious God that turns Men to Deſtructi- 

on, 
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on, and faith, - Come again ye Children of 
Men, who ſeeds the Saints above with eternal 
Pleaſure : This God I can call »yy God, my Fa- 
ther, my Portion; my Portion living, my Por- 
tion dying ; a Portion beyond all the World. 
This God,by the Spirit, the Soul comes to know 
to be his Father, and the Soul is never well but 
when he is ſpeaking to his Father, there 1s ſuch 
a Converſe between the Father and the Child. 
Again, The Spirit when it comes with its re- 
vealing Evidence, comforts the drooping Soul, 
that Jeſus Chriſt is averlaſting Lite to him. They: 
' that live on Chrift ſhall have everlaſting Life 
; from Chriſt, The Behever hath many. freeet 
and comfortable ſhowers, many precious 74 
flowing into his Soul, that he can witneſs the 
Prophefie is come to paſs. The Prophet. Jarl 
faith, Feel 3. 18. And it ſhall-comie to pays in 
that day, that the fountains ſbelldrop down new 
Wine, andthe Hills ſhalt" flow with Milt, and a 
the Rivers of Fudah ſhall flow with waters, and a 
Fountain come forth from the Houſe of the 
Lord. The Prophet alludes to-thoſe Waters that 
were conveyed from ſome Spring through Con- 
duit Pipes towards the Altar, Ezck. 47. 1, 2, 3. 
for the uſe of the Temple, in which Water the 
Prieſts wathed what was to be waſhed. Thus 
no doubt is a ſhadow of the purifying Blood o 
Chrift, and his ſanctifying Spirit and Word; 
and in that it is ſaid to come from the Lord, it 
intimateth that theſe glad Tidings, this ſaving 
Grace ſhall be firſt Preach'd from Fern ſalem, and 
by the Church, which is the Houſe of God, 
ſhall be publiſhed to others. The Valley of Shir 
tim that this Fountain ſhall water, the meaning 


is, it ſhall reſreſh, purge, and make fruitful 


2. Ce RP 
— 


2 „„ 


all 


Chut a C rilffans Lite. 83 
all holy Works. It was on the Plain of Mob, 
on the Borders of {ſrael, toward the South-Eaſt, 
Numb. 33. 49. Foſb. 3. 1. not far from the 
Red Sea. Theſe Waters ſhall flow down to 
the dry and thirſty, the barren and fruntlcts 
Gentiles, and make them fruitful. And it ſhall 
come to paſs in that day, in the day of the Gof- 
pel, in that day that a Soul believes in Chriſt 
what ſhall come to paſs ? In that day the Moun- 
tains ſhall drop down new Wine, the ner 


Wine of the Goſpel, not the old Lees of the 


Law, but Wine upon the Lees. ' The Law may 
fret and grind your Spirits to Powder, but what 
can melt them but the Covenant of Grace? . 
25. new Wine, new Comforts, new Peace and 
Joy; that” the Law could never bring, Chriſt 
rings; and the Hills ſhall low with Milk; 
the glorious Promiſes of the Goſpel, that ſhall 
be as Milk to the goor Soul, Milk to poor Babes 
in Chrift. But then a poor Soul may object, 


hd *, — 
NA, 


Truly I have deſired Chriſt, if 1 know my own 


Heart I would fain live upon Chrift ; but yet 
find my Heart very barren, I do not ſind my 
Soul flouriſhing, nor increafing, nor growing, 
but find Comforts are abſent from my — 
that I may fay ſtill, the Comforter that 

relieve my Soul is far from me. To this I an» 
wer, Soul, you that deſire Chriſt, nothing in 
in the World is like Chriſt to you; you ſhall 
not miſs of growth in Grace, you ſhall not 
miſs of this bleſſed Life; though the Lord may 
not give it to you according to your Meaſures, 
but according to his own good Will, Grace 
and Wiſdom ; for God hath very glorious Ends 
that you have not your Veſſels full at once. 
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8 Chit a Chilftians'Li 
The Firſt Reaſon is, That you may depend 
_ Jeſus Chriſt for daily incomes and ſup- 
ies, Alas! while you are in this Life your 


Veſſels are always filling, and you are always 


to live in a way of dependance on Chriſt, not 
only for that Grace you have reczived, but for 
: x7 manifeſtation of Grace to your Souls, for 
the grace of Faith, and for the love of God to 
r Souls. You are to wait daily on the Lord 

r ſtrength. Not I live, faith Paul; Tlive, yet 
mot 1, but Chrift liverh in me, and the life which 1 
now live inthe fleſh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, 2Gal. 19. 20, 21. 1 depend on Chriſt for 
al, Ilive by the Faith of the Son of God; and 
one that lives by Faith does not live by Sight. 
There is ſomething abſent that a Man waits 
for; for what we enjoy what need we hope for, 
and what need we act Faith for what we poſſeſs? 
We are to depend on the Lord Jefus Chrift, ſo 
as to act Faith in him for new ſupplies of Grace, 
We are to fet our ſelves under thoſe golden 
Pipes thatdoconvey the golden Oyl; you are 
to be looking to the everlaſting Hills from 
whence your help comes, as the Pſalmiſt ſaith, 
Pſal. 123. 22. Behold as the eyes of Servants look 
unto the bands of their Adafers, and as the eyes 
of a Maiden unto the hand of her Miſtreſs, ſo 
our eyes wait upon the Lord our God, until 
that he have mercy upon us. Pſal. 121. 1. / 
will lift up my eyes unto the Hills from whence com- 
eh my help. The Hills where the Temple was 
built, Son and Moriah, there will J look, from 


- whence comes my help: Now we mult look up 


to God inChrift for ſupphes of Grace, and Peacc 
and Comfort; we are to expect our Comfort trom 


thoſe Mountains that drop down new e 
ane 


3 
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and the Hills that drop down Mill; the Skies 
that pour down Righteouſneſs, and the Hea- 
vens that rain down Grace. Were your Com- 
forts always flouriſhing and green, were you 


always filled with Joy, would there be ſuch a 


dependence on-Chriſt, where you are dathy 
ſupplied and renewed 1 When Perſons are 
waiting for Rain they ſet their Veſlels forth day 


and night, and when they are full, they take \ 


them in again; but Perſons that turn thę Cock 
to let it run into their Ciſterns, it fills them 
preſently, they wait no longer. Alas! many 
run to their own Ciſterns, their own Duties, 
walk by the ſparks of their own kindling, to 
what they can perform, which the Lord com- 
plains of Fer. 2. 1. Ay people have committed 
two evils, they have for ſalen me the fountain of liv- 
ing water, and hewed to themſelves Ciſterns, broken 
Cifterns that can hold no water Alas! their Cifterns 
will not hold Water, their Veſſels will 
quickly be empty again; but the Soul that waits 
on Chriſt will be like the Husbandman that 
waits for Rain, is glad when he ſeeth the Clouds 
are gathering; the Husbandman is glad, he 
looks on his withered Grais and Corn, but, 
laith he, the Clouds begin to gather, and I wait 
for Rain, and that will revive them again : So 
taith a poor Soul, I do expect, yea, 1 do wait 
for the Lord to come with new Light, and new 
Love, and new Peace, and new Comfort, and 
new aſſurance of hi- Love, and that I may read 
my Pardon in his Blood, and my Comfort in 
his Love. Sauth the Lord, [mill be a dew to Ij- 
reel, Hol. 14. 5. In the myftical and fpiritual 
ſenſe it ſignifies Chriſt, who doth by his Holy 
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fil upon the Soul of Believers by his Princely 
'Fayours and loving Countenance, which is as 
a Cloud of the latter Rain : That which Dew 
18 to Fields, Gardens, Vineyards, Flowers, 
Fruits of the Earth after an hot and ſcorching 
day; that the Favour, Word, Grace, loving 
Countenance and Holy Sparit | 
will be tothe drooping and. af- Dr. Reynolds. 
flifted Conſcience of his People. 
A Believer hath his dependence on the Lord 
Chriſt, who is appearing before God for 


'yEIHS 
2 pleading the Sinners Cauſe, preſenting 


his own” Wounds before the Father, till he pours 
down his Grace into the Soul, and drops down 
ſhowers of Grace into the Heart. But a Soul 
that feeds himſelf with his own Gifts and Parts, 
he does his Duty, and is gone, therefore he 
does not wait for, nor depend on Chriſt. But, 
faith a Believer, I would be ina Believing Frame, 
though I do not find Chriſt coming, I will 
Look up, Pſal. 5. 1. 2, 3. Give ear to my nordt, 
O Lord, conſider my meditation. Hearken unto 
the voice of my cry, my King and my God, for un- 


Jo thee will I pray. My voice ſhalt thou hear in 


the morning, O Lord; in the morning will I direct 


iy Prayer unto thee, and will look 1b. There are 


many go to their own Ciſterns in the Morning, 
rforming Duty, exerciſing what Gifts and 
Parts they have, or what they remember ; they 
do Duty, but it may be think not on Chriſt 
one Moment more afl the day: Theſe are poor 
empty Ciſterns that can hold no Water: But, 
faith the Pſalmiſt, 7 will pray end lool wp ; tho I 
am come off from my Knees, 1 have not done 
looking up, expecting or-believing, for I wait 


lot the Lord's Anſwer, I look for a Return of 


Prayer, 


woo rye ů—— — — 


a . 1 20 
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Aa 26,2 
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Prayer, L look for ſupplies of Grace, for ſaps 
ports of Faith, for comforts to my Soul. Many 
pray, but do you look up, do you believe, do 
you make Chriſt your Life, depending on him 


tor the ſhowers of his Grace to come into your 
Souls? That may comfort you, and quicken you, 
and may be matter of praiſe, not only that-you 
may quiet Conſcience, but that you may en- 
joy God. When the Earth is dry, if a drop 
does but fall, our Hearts begin to be glad, we 
hope to have ſhowers from Heaven: So when 
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Luther ſaid, Though Chriſt come * me with 
is Arms. 
Secondly, The ſecond Reaſon 1s, That as you 
ſhould depend on Chriſt, ſo you ſhould be 
waiting in the way of Duty, waiting in Ordi- 
nances. What Confuſions have come into the 
Minds of Perſons, throwing off Ord inances; 
pretending they had the Light within the 
and were come to perfection, and had no n 
of Teaching, pretend ing they knew more than 
could be taught them? But ſpeak with a Be- 
lever, he will tell you another thing, he will 
tell you he wants Comfort, he wants Grace, he 
wants teaching, and that he wants new reviy=" 
ine, 1/4. 26. 8. Tea, in the way of thy Fulgments, 
O lord, have we waited for the: the defire of oar 
Soul is to thy Name, And to the remembrance of 
thee, With my Soul have I deſired thee in the nights 
ya, with my Spirit within me will I ſeek thee early; 
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yea, inthe way of thy Tudoments have wte waited 
for thee: Though 5 Hand hath been as it 
were againſt us, though thou haſt ſeemed to 
frown upon us, yet we have waited for thee ; 
though it be dark with us, whether it be the 
Night of Affliction or the Night of Deſertion, 
as well as in the Night of Trouble and Adver- 
fity ; though our Souls are in an afflicted Rate, 
or a diſcomforted ſtate, we will wait till thou 
return; we will wait ſor that God that hides 
himſelf from the Houſe of Jacob: Not like ſome 
That are ſecking purer Churches through the de- 
ceiving of Satan and their own Hearts. Many 
chers are that th they have Knowledge 
enough, and Peace enough ; but theſe are the 


Deluſions of Satan, that mor may not wait up- 


on God in the way of his Appointment; they 
think they need no more Teaching. But the 


Lord will not leave his People to theſe Deluſi- 


ons; for they ſhall, through his Grace, be fo 
kept; they ſhall be kept waiting on him in his 
Ordinances and Appointments; ſo from Ordi- 
nance to Ordinance, from Duty to Duty, car- 
ried on from ſtrength to ſtrength. If you had 
a full Harveſt preſently, you would be ready 
for Glory; and if your Veſſel were filled here, 
you wonld be ready for an immortal Lite; you 
would be ready for your Life to be ſw allowed up 
in Victory; as when you are diſtilling 4 
Vite, or any other Spirits, you ſet a Bottle un- 
der it, and that drops in drop by drop, an! 
when it is full you take it away; and if it hal 
been filled at once yon would have took it away. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt could fill the Veſſel at 
once: But what then? Could you contain 
your Joy? You muſt enter into the Joy of 

your 
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your Lord. When the Bottle ĩs full it 1s taken 
away, it can hold no more; fo when a Soul is 
filled with Grace, and Comfort, and Aſſurane: 


What is he ſit for but Glory? To go to enjoy 


God in that full mcaiure that the Saints and 
Angels do? But you have Mercy diſtilled out, 
ſome drops in one Sermon, and ſome in another, 
that your Souls may ine ſtill filling up till you 
are fit for Glory: It you were full at once, you 
would not need any more Ordinances. - But 
now the Soul faith, 1 blets God for his Ordinan- 
ces, for I have received tome comfort by them; 
O that I had a full Aſturance! O that I could 
fee more of Chriſt! O that I were perfect in 
Chriſt ! O that I could love him as the Saints 
dothat are in Glory ! If you could, then you 


need not come any more te Ordinances, Lou 
fee in a Cloud a bright fide and a dark fide, in 
Ordinances you have Peace and Joy: Ay, and? 


you have Temptation, that you may long for 
another Ordinance, that you may have Peace 
and Comfort; ſo you are led from Ordinance 
to Ordinance, you are led from Duty to Duty, 
till you are brought to Glory. So when you have 
received ſome Revelations of Chriſt, you long 
for Ordinances again, that you may receive 


* 


more: 1 lay, a ſincere Believer that waits up- 
on the Lord 


plaint he hath cauſe to rejoyce ; he mult needs 
lee ſomething ; though he has a dark Cloud, he 
cannot but ſay, Truly he hopes to fee a bright 


Cloud alſo: He cannot but own that he hath. 


fome Glimmeriug of Hope that were never 
found before. Converſion, that was never 


toand in a carnal Heart; as ſomctimes the 


L 3 Lord 


N eſus Chriſt, that waits for a ſuow- 
er fromm Heaven, he may ſee, that in every Com- 
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Lord is pleaſed in an Ordinance to give unto 


the Soul at one time one Promiſe, and at ano- 
If a Man had a Field of 


Corn, and ſhould threſh and grind it at once, 
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ther time another. 


could he eat it all at once? No, but a little and 
a little at a time: So the Field of the Promiles 
is a large Field, when you come to Glory, all 
the Fields will be bound up, and all the Pro- 
miſes will be accompliſhed, and you will have 

dur Souls in that glorious Paradice of perfect 

lefledneſs. But now the Lord is pleaſed to 


drop in one Promiſe at one time, and another 


at another. The poor Woman of Canaan de- 
fired to be under Chriſt's Table to be fed with 
Crumbs. They that wait on Chriſt for Crumbs, 
ſhall not miſs of having their fill at laſt. A 
poor Soul in Chriſt gets at one time one Pro- 
miſe, and at another time another, and ſo is 
carried on till the Harveſt is white; when you 
are ripe for Glory, there will be a perfect ac- 
complithment ot all the Promiſes ; but in the 
mean time we muſt wait for thoſe great and 
precious Promiſes, 2 Per. 1. 4. Hereby are given 
to u exceeding great and precious promiſes, that 
by theſe you might be partalers of the Divine Na- 
ture: exceeding great and precious Promiſcs, 
but theſe Promiſes drop down as you have 
need; hereby are given to u exceeding great and 
2 promiſes, great incomparable Grace, 

ove and Mercy are wrapt up in them, at one 
time one, and another time another is dropt 
into the Soul. The Sons and Daughters of Sion 
that wait on God in a way of Duty, O the 
{weet and precious Promiſes that they have 


given them ! As Ruth followed Boa s Feet at 
might. To ſpiritualize this, Who was 2 
| , us 


Ds 2 N * *. 2%; * . 


"tr 


- 
l 


> 
* 


» 
ctw — — T 
a — — f aa aA. 
2 6 ta Mos. Me * N 


= Chit a Chaiſtians 


but a poor Gentile ? ſhe was a Moabitiſh Wo- 
man. O how good it is to be waiting! It is 
the Believers Duty to be waiting on the Word, 
and all the means of Grace, and what ſhould 
he do at night? Lie down at Chriſt's feet, 
leave him not till you are married to him, nor 
then, till you are brought home to Glory, while 
you enjoy him fully: So J ay, wait on him 

leaning In his Field, and you thall haye ſweet 

_— Comfort and Conſolation from him at 
laſt. 

Secondly, As for Promiſe, ſo for — 
your Hearts by his Spirit, when you cry wit 
David, Pſal. 119. 25. Quicken me for my Soul 
cleaveth ro the Duff, The Lord is pleaſed ſome- 
times to come in with quickening Grace to your 
Souls, that you find your Heart quickened and 
revived like a dry Tree or Plant after Rain: 
do the Soul complains, I am like a barren Wil 
derneſs, I do not find my Heart aſcend up to 
God, my Heart is even cleaving to the Duſt, 
but he deſires Quickening ; Quicken thou me ac- 
cording to thy nord ; thou haſt promiſed quick- 
ening Grace, therefore I wart for Quickenings: 
So a Soul faith, O that I had Chriſt ! Could but 
my Soul taſte him! Could my Soul experience 
his Revivings ! And in waiting have you not 
found his Quickenings, when you have con- 
feſſed your Soul was free among the Dead? 

Again, Have you not found new ſtrength to 
believe in Chnift? You have gone home ſome- 
times, and ſaid in your Hearts, I will never 
doubt more, I will never give way to Unbelief 
more, I will never to my dying hour misbe- 
live the Promiſes of God, for h:s promiſes are ſure, 
and his mercies never fail. I could ſing * — 
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Pſalmiſt, Praiſe the Lord, for his Mercies en- 
dare for ever; praiſe the Lord, for his goodneſs ne- 
ver fails: And can witneſs what the Pſamiſt 
faith, Pſal. 138. 2, 3. I will worſhip towards thy 
holy Temple, and praiſe thy name, 2 thy Ioving- 
kindneſs and for thy truth; for thou haſt magnified 
thy word above all thy Name ; in the day when 1 
cried thou an ſneredſi me, and ff rengt be nedſt me 
with ſtrength in my Soul. In the day that I cried, 
that I waited upon thee, immediately I had 
new ſtrength from thee? When my Heart 
was faint, when my Soul was ina languithing 
condition, I cried unto thee, and thou ſtrength- 
enedſt me with ſtrength in my Soul; I had 
ſtrength to believe,” I had ſtrength to wait; 1 
had ſtrength to hope, and I had ſtrength to live 
upon Chriſt for all. Have you not experienc- 
ed this, that you have come weak to an Ordi- 
nance, yet have found ſtrength, as one that hath 
drank new Wine? Therefore the Lord is pleaſ- 
ed to give you ſtrength, that you may go from 
Duty to Duty, from Mercy to 1. from 
Peace to Peace. O you that wait on Chriſt in 
a way of dependence for new Reviving, and 
new — own to your Souls, what Com- 
fort will it be to you, tho' you have little 
ſtrength, to go from ſtrength to ſtrength ? The 
Lord hath promiſed it, Pſal. 84. They ſhall go 
from ſtrenath to frength till t hey appear before God 
in Sion. This was ſpoken of the willing 1ſrae- 
lites; many tarried at home to worſhip Fero- 
loam Gods, they would not come to Feruſa- 
lem, the Journey was too far, and the coſt and 
pains too much; they would rather ſerve the 
Calves that Jeroboam had ſet up: But the God- 
ly ſreclites went to Juden; and what did 
So | 1 
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the Lord do for them? See verſ. 5. Bleſſed s 
the man whoſe frength is in thee, in whoſe heart 
are the ways of them; whoſe Heart is found be- 
lieving and waiting for Chriſt, whoſe Heart is 
united to Chriſt, and found waiting in bis ap- 
pointments : What then? They go from ' 
ſtrength to ſtrength, every one of them in Sion 
appeareth before God; not one ſhall faint by 
the way ; every one ſhall appear before God in 
Sion if they have never ſo far to go, as ſure as if 
they had but a Mile to go: So it is in this day 
of our Goſpel-worſhip, in our warns on 
Chriſt in the means; the Soul ſaith, I have 
many Duties on my Hand to perform, and I 
do not kn:w how to da them; but if your 
Soul deſires to believe in Chriſt, to live in Chriſt, 
to row! upon Chriſt, to wait on him in his Or- 
dinances, you ſhall go from ſtrength to ſtrength; 
you ſhall every one come to Glory, tho you 
go through the Vally of Bacha; tho you have 
dark places, and barren places, you ſhall have 
Wells of Salvation, and they ſhall refreſh your 
Souls. Chriſt will be dropping his Comforts 
and Grace, that you ſhall be filled with Com-- 
fort; you ſhall go from ſtrength to ſtrength, till 
you appear before God. . 
Again, As for your Strength, ſo for your Vi- 
ctory and Conqueſt over Corruption: Have 
not you found in your waiting, that the Life 
of Chriſt hath been manifeſt in the Death of 
your Corruptions, in your Conqueſt, that when 
you have cried out, O wretched Man or M 


man]! O how unfit to wait on Chriſt! O how 


dark and dead am I! Yet have not you through 
tne Grace of Chriſt, found the Life of Chriſt 
mule manifeſt, that you have gone away con- 

quering 
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quering and Victorious? Though you do deſire 
to live upon Chriſt, yet you have not brim full 
of him at once, but do receive” your Joy and 
rt from him drop by drop, that you may 


„lie on Chriſt in the way of his Appoint- 
ments. | 
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I Thirdly, The third Reaſon is, that your 
[/ Soulsſhall not be filled as you defire, but 11 
drop, becauſe we are not able to bear much 
olf God's Glory at once, we ſhall be over-ſet 
With the Feaſt if it be too much, we are not 
able to drink much of this new Wine, it is a 
Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory; therefore 
the Saints are called to enter into the Joy of 
ttmeir Lord, dccauſt ddis Olory is unfp zeit, 
and cannot enter into them, as good Mr.Whelch, 
when we was in Prayer and Communion with 
God, Hold Lord, faith he, it is enough. So the 
; © Spouſe complains of being ſick of Love, not for 
an abſent Chriſt, but for the great Enjoyment, 
Cant, 2. 4. He brought me into his. hanquet ing 
Houſe, and his Banner over me was Love, What 
then? Stay me with Flagens, comfort me with Ap- 
"ples, for I am ſick of Love. But in the 5th Chap- 
ter ſhe was ſick of Love for an abſent Chrilt, 
for a withdrawn Chriſt ; not abſent in Union, 
then ſhe could not be ſick of Love, nor for 
Communion, but over- ſet with manifeſtations, 
not in that manner as ſhe enjoyed when the 
fatunder his Shadow in the third Chapter, that 
ſhe taſted his Fruit to be ſweet, for then ſhe 
had it by degrecs, but here in more abundant 
manner, verſe 3. As the Apple-tree among. th: 
Trees of the Wood, fo is my Beloved among the Sons. 
I ſat under his ſhadow with great delight, and his 


Fruit was fweet to my 1ajie. While the * 
rops 
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drops from the Tree, the Spouſe could eat it, 
falt it, reliſh it, and that with delight, and was 
not ov er- ſct with it ; but ſhe wants more Com- 
munion. He brought me into his Banqueting- 
Houſe to the Lave-Feaft, there his Banner over me 
was Love. 8 

Firſt, Vou ſee a Believer in a ſtate of Grace 
cannot move one Foot till Chriſt move him; 
how much leſs can a Soul that is in a ffate of 
Sin move after Chriſt? Chriſt brings a Soul on 
from leſſer to greater enjoyments, from lefler 
to greater manifeſtations : he brought me into his 
bangueting houſe, where it was ſweet to fit, where 
I had an Apple, a drop of Love, a taſte of his 
Grace: But he brought me, I could not get thi- 
ther of my ſelf; he brought me to. his bangueting 
houſe ; what Sauce to the Feaſt? His Banner over 
me was Love : What would have been the Ban- 
quet without the Banner of Love ? His Banner 
over me was Love, What then? I was made 
{o much of, filled with ſuch joy, ſuch comfort; 
filled with ſuch aſſurance, filled with ſuch de- 
light, that ſhe was fain to cry out, Stay me with 
Flagons, comfort me with Apples; my narrow 
Veſſel will not hold it, I mutt have new ſtrength. 
Fay me with Hlagont, new Wine, that is, the 
thing containing for the thing contained in it. 
By Flagons is meant the Wine contained in the 
Flagons, as we ſpeak in the Lord's Supper: We 
lay this Cup is the New Teſtament in his Blood, 
that is, the Wine in the Cup. So here, the 
Spouſe, Stay me with Flagons, I have ſuch a Love 
Feaſt, I want Flagons of Wine to ſtrengthen 
me; yea, and let me have ſome of the Apples 
too, that before dropt from the Tree, I am ſick 
of Love. Do you not wiſh ſometimes, O that I 
Were 
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were filled with Chriſt! O that I could praiſe 
him, loye him, behold his Face, and enjoy bim 
as they do above ! Could our poor weak Veſſels 
bear this? No. When the Lord paſſed by, 
Moſes was to lie in the Clefts of the Rock; 


and the Evangelift John fell down before him; 
therefore he gives drop by drop, that we might 


not have our Hearts over-ſet, but with an Ap- 
petite long for more of him: But for the full 
manifeſtation of him, that is reſerved for you 
in Glory, where you will have ſtrength for Vi- 
ſion, and where you will have ſupport for 
Fruition; there you will have your fill of him, 
when he brings you to the Throne of his Glo- 


ty. 
Fourthly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is pleaſed 
not to come down with thoſe full Streams, and 
pour in as your Souls, may be, would deſire, 
uſe your Souls may have a real Impreſſion 
of his Divine Grace and Love to your Souls. 
When the Soul hath longed and waited for 
manifeſtations of his Favour, what deep Im- 
preſſion does it make > Then O bleſs the Lord 
wy Soul, and all that is within me bleſs his holy 
Name, Pſal.' 103. How was the Pſalmiſt taken 
with the loving kindneſs of God? What deep 
impreſſions does it make on the Heart,when the 
Soul hath been in the miry Clay, and there hath 
been dead and cold, and the Lord hath quick- 
ened 1t ? ; : 
Fifthly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is pleated to 
give down to your Souls not fuch full flowings 
as you may deſire (but yet you are not barren) 
that nothing may be loſt of his Divine Grace and 


Love; there is Milk for Babes. What, would 
you 
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u have all ſtrong Men? What then 1 

| = do with the Milk? there is Milk for Babes, 
and Meat for firong Men? The Apoſtle writes 
to Children, to young Men, and to Fathers; 
there are Children that can farce go, mult be 
carried in Arms, there 1s the Breaſt for them ; 
and then there is young Men, that is the Chri- 
tian, that can weather Temptation better than 
ſome others. Alas ! ſhould we preach to weak 
Believers as we do to ſtrong Believers, they 
would be diſcouraged, and think they had no 
Grace: There are ſome that are able to weather 
Temptation, and to conquer Corruption, and 
to overcome the Enemies of their Souls, and 
bear the hidings of God's Face better than o-. 
thers; but then there are old Alen, Fathers in 
Chriſt, and they have more experience in Tti- 


- 


als, more experience in Comforts : David had 
experience, Hide not thy face from me, thou haſt 
been my help hitherto, leave me not, neither for- 
ſale me, O God of my Salvation. Conſider there 
are three ſorts; it every one ſhould be a Father, 
every one young Men and ſtrong, then there 
would be no Children: You that cry you are 
barren, have you no Grace, becauſe not fo - © 
much as others, and as you deſire? And tho 
you have not ſuch Divine Manifeſtation as - 
thers, therefore is not Chriſt᷑ yours? Have you 
not your longing Deſires many times filled up 
abundantly ? There are ſmall Veſſels and larg- 
er Veſſels, the Lord Jeſus would have nothing 
loſt of his Divine Grace and Love; and Belie- 
vers that ſerve him faithfully and ſincerely 
= have not ſuch manifeſtations, ſuch full 
owers as you deſire : Would you have all 
Love, all Aſſurance, all Comfort? and fo paſs 
M along: 
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along: But are not you conſcious that many 
of the Children of God are not ſoꝰ But they 
are longing depending on Cbriſt for Aunifeſta- 
ont; and would not ybu have ſome drops of 
Comfort for them? Yes, ſaith the Believer, then 
that would go beſide you at that time; for 
+ while you have Aſſutnce, you need not thoſe 
Comforts and ſupports as poor doubting Souls 
want; but you are rather for praiſing and bleſ- 
— Get But yet we are in divers Frames, 
| the Soul is fill tturſting or wanting, and 
ſees its want of Grace; that frame of Grace ſel- 
. dom meets with diſappointment in the Word, 
but ſomething falls to their thare. If you had 
your Hearts full of Joy, and had-full Aſſurance, 
you would rather be ſeeking a place to be prai- 
ſing God, than to be under ſuch Ordinances, 
where we are diſpenſing” and giving comfort to 
doubting Souls. As a Child at the Table, give 
it a bit and a bit, and the Child will be look- 
ing up in your Faces; but if its Belly were fil- 
led at once, it would be ready to be gone; fo 
if you were filled with Comfort and Joy, and 
Y were not living upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

for the manifeſtations of his Grace, yau might. 
not have one Sentence in ſome Sermons belong- 
ing to you. But the longing San! is ſtill long- 
ing and waiting, becauſe they are ſenſible they 
want more Grace, more of Chriſt, more of che 
pouring out of the Spirit When we have a 
plenty of Rain we have not ſo many Veſtels 
empty; but when the Hills are dry, and the 
Vallies want Rain, then the Veſſels are ſet 
forth, if but a little Rain falls: So when you 
have thoſe full ſtreams of Adercy you delire, 
there will not be ſuch running to ſet * — 
0 E * 
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Veſſels; as when you feel your Wants, and 
are more ſenſible of your Emptines. O with 
what earneſtneſs do you thirſt after Chriſt, and 
the means of Grace, when you are under the 
ſenſe of your dyn Poverty! Then the poor Be- 
lever cries, O let my Veſſel have ſome fillings! 
O that my Heart may not miſs any of that com- 
fort, that joy that drops in the Word! 

Sixthly, The Lord is pleaſed. to give ys by 
drops, and not in ſuch full meaſure as is dem:: 
ed, that they may be the more endeared to. Jeſus 
Chriſt: It is the whole Work of a Pelteyer, 
though he uſe means, yet to live on, Chriſt; 
Alan's Nature is too much in us, we think we 
have Stock enough, like the Prodigal, Give me 
my Portion und I will be gone; ſo we think we 
have enough of our own And if we have in- 
larged Hearts, imlarged Deſires, we are apt to 
reſt on Ordinances more than Chriſt: But when 
the Soul ſees nothing, neither Ordinanges nor 
Duties can help at,” then it reſts on Chriſt, then 
it lives above all upon Chriſt; though they uſe 
all means they may to enjoy Chriſt, they. wo d 
leave no ſtone unturn'd (as the Spouſe) that the? 
may meet with Chriſt, Cant. 3. 2. I will riſe um. 
and go about the Cc in the Streets,and in the broad 
ways will I ſeek him whom my Soul loveth: I fought © 
him bat I found him not. The Spouſe uſed all means, - 
ſecret Duty, publickDuty, all ways to meet with 
Chriſt, but ſhe could not prevail/till” Chriſt: 
revealed bunfelf to her. 

Seventhly, The Lord is pleaſed thus to give 
to us, that we may be more thankfal for every 
ihower of Grace. 

So much for the ſecond particular; the Soul- 
mult needs live a growing Lite that lives on 

M 2 Chriſt 
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, Chriſt, hecauſe Chriſt comes down as Rain on 
- , «the Soul; and although the Soul does not find 
fthoſe manifeſtations that it deſires, the Lord 
intends nothing but good towards them. 
Thicdly, They that live this Life cf Faith, 
chat deſire Chriſt in all, and live on him in all, 
"Jeſus Chrift will through his Grace, make them 
'. bHyea fruitful Life, becauſe Chriſt is to them 
the glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs: As he is 
Min from Heaven, fo he is the Sun of Righte- 
. - euſnels, that theBehever lives under the warm- 
ing Divine Beams of this Glorious Sun. For 

ms to live is Chriſt; to- live under his Divine 

Beams of Grace, to have my Eye fixt on this 

"glorious Sun of  Righteguſhels, to have my 
Aims and Ends, and my Eye ſingly fixt upon 
him; therefore the Believer that by Faith lives 
on him muſt needs live a fruitful Life, Aal. 4. 2. 
But unto you that fear my Name ſhall the Sun of 
righteouſneſs ari ſe with healing under his wings ; 
and you ſhall go forth and grow up as Calves of the 
Lal. Unto you that fear my Name. 

Firſt, You have the Perſons that enjoy this 

reat Priviledge, thoſe that fear the Lord, to 

it, Believers, diſtinguiſhed fromall others. 

Secondly, The Author of this- Glory, the 
Lord jeſus Chriſt. . 

Thirdly, The Mercy they ſhall receive from 


mm. | 
He ſhall ariſe with healing under his Wings up- 
en fuch as fear his Name. This general er 
hath three glorious Manifeſtationt: 
Fir(t, He riſes with healing under his Wings : 
Chriſt makes healthful Souls, the Believer bati 
an healthful Soul. 


Second- 
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Secondly, Here is Liberty to the Soul, b 

Ball ba i bel — eng Chriſt is in 
Bondage; but they ſnall go f 7 
Thirdly, Here is their u, oy wy 
ap as Calves of the Su; them that fear the Lord 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhall riſe with healing 
under his Wings. Though the Believer ſome- 
times may have his doubt ing Fits, his Dripons 
dency many times, yet the Sun of Rightebub+ - 
neſs will not let him periſh for want of Heal - 
ing; he will riſe with healing nnder his Wings, 

- Firft, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt heals the Souls of 
Believers with his Spirit, when he pours out his 
Spirit into their Souls comfort ye, comfort ye my 
— ** — the * to you Toa 
poor doubting, drooping, de ing Heliever, 
the Lord Jeſus Chrif riſes with healing under his 
Wings, he ſends him a Divine Cordial from Hea- 
ven, he ſends a drop from his own heart; the Spi- 
rit of God comes and heals the Soul. When the 
Diſciplet were under Trouble, the Holy Ghoſt is 
promiſed, Iwill ſend you the Cumſorter: Tliough 
it is a dark Day, though you think yu ſhall 
never bear your Burden, yet 1 will! fend the 
Holy Ghoſt that ſhail be a Comforter, that all 
lead you in all Truth, that ſhall be better than 
my Preſence: So when the poor Spouſe her very 

Bowels were turned within, her very Heart 
was broken: 7 ipened to my Beloved and he mas 
gone; my Soul ' fainted, my Heart meited: 
What then? Did he leave any thing behind 
him? Ves: He left Arrb upon the handle of 
the Lock ; he did not only leavea Lock and Key, . 
he did not leave an Heart without Faith, nor am 
Heart without ſome Peace, nor an Heart with- 
out Joy, nor an Heart without Comfort. A- 

M3 Soul.! 
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Soul that is under the Law, when be hath done 
2 is dead and hard ſtill; but the Lord 
_ brift leaves Myrrh upon the handle of the 
Lock; though he was gone and left her wound- 
ed, he left her Balſam to heal her. Whenever 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt leaves his People, he leaves 
Afyrrh behind him, My Beloved put in his hand 
the hole of the door, and my bowels nere moved” 
Firſt, Chrift heals with his Spirit. 
Secondly, Chriſt heals with hs Merits. 
When a Believer is under Trouble and Fear, 
this precious Blood of Chriſt comes freſn to them, 
and is applied to them; they - overcame by the 
Hoad of the Lamb. When a poor Soul gocs 
mou withing, longing, O that I knew 
that Chriſt were mine! Then Chriſt comes 
with his glorious Merit, with his precious 
Blood he comes and heals the Soul, comes and 
lies that Blood, in whom we have redemption 
through bis blood, the remiſſion of kn, Epheſ. 1. 7. 

Thirdly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt heals the Soul 
with his R iteoutneſs. a 

When a Soul finds it ſelf in a naked condi- 
tion, (as it were) it cannot draw mgh to God, 
it cannot look. up to God, it cannot ſpeak. 
chearfully of God, nor thank God for the 
niches of — fearing, Chriſt is none of 
theirs; then the Lord Jeſus Chriſt reveals his 
Grace and Redemption; and then the Soul 
faith, The Lord my righteouſneſs ; the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt heals all-the Faculties of the Soul. 

Firſt, He heals the Underſtanding : Though 
the Believer hath true knowledge of Chriſt, yet 
ke may be in the dark; when he ſtands behind 
the Wall, the Believer cannot ſce him. = 
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Lord ſeſus Chriſt is pleaſed by his holy Spirit 
to * the Oberen to * 4 


elorious and beautiful this Sun of Righteouſ- 


icfs is: The dun is the Glory of the World, fo 


Cbriſt is the Glory of the Soul. As the Sun is 


Speculam Mundi, ſo Chriſt is Speculum Anime; 
all the Spiritual Light that the Soul enjo 

comes in and through Chriſt, Pfal. 36. 9. For 
with thee is the fountain of light, in thy light we 
{hall ſee light; ſo that I fay this glorious Sun 
of Rightcouſneſs heals the Underſtanding ;- he 
opens the blind Eyes, and leads the blind in a 
way they knew not. The glorious Goſpel is 


the Chariot that the Sun of Righteouſneſs rides 


in, that brings immortal Life to light Be 
the Goſpel: Bit what would the Goſpel be 
without the Sun of Righteouſnels, 2 Tim. 1. 
10. But is now made manifeſt by the © appearing of 
our Saviour Jeſus Chrift, who hath abolifed Death, 
and hath brought life and immortality to light by 
the Goſpel, What would a Goſpel be without 
2 Chiift? It would be as a Box without a Pearl; 
it would be as a Glaſs without Quick-ſilver. 
Nay, a poor Sout would have no Eyes to fee 
this Glaſs, were it not that Chriſt ſhines into 
the Soul: Before Chriit comes every Soul is ſhut 
up as ina dark dungeon, and can fee nothing: 
But when this glorious Sun doth ſhine with his 
glorious Beams on the Soul, how does the Soul 
ſee his Beauty and excellency! Then it may be 
ſaid that the Light of the Lord is riſen upon 
them, Iſa! 60. 1. Ariſe, ſhine, for the light ts 
corae, and the glory of the Lord is revealed. When 
a poor doubting Behever hath the revelation of 
this Sun of Righteouſneſs, when he ſhines on 
He Soul with the: Diving Beams of lus'Grace, 
I 
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with the Divine Beams of his Love, with the 
Divine Beams of Comfort, with Divine Beams 
of Peace, this Sun of Righteouſneſs is unite 
-unto a Believer: We cant have a dark Woid 
while we have the Sun; our Horizon cannot L 
dark while we have the glorious Sun init: fo 
Chriſt is in the Believer the hope of Glory, and 
they live in Chriſt, and Chriſt lives in them: 
But does he always ſhine alike in them? No: 
The Sun doth not always ſhine alike; though 
it is the ſame one day as another, yet ſome-- 
times the Clouds keep it: from us, but yet they 
are enlightned with it. Take notice of this, 
you can never be thriving Souls, while you are 
ignorant Souls: But a Believer, though he 
complains of Ignorance, hath ſuch Knowledge, 
that he can ſay, I deſire none but Chriſt, none 
incompartſon of Chriſt - - The Soul can fay, I 
deſire nothing but Chrilt ; and if you ask me, 
what T would have, I would tell yon Chriſt 
Above all. Tf yow ask me, how came you to 
know this glorious Lord? He ſhined on my. 
| Ba in the glorious Glaſs of the Goj- 
pel, changing my Sont-into the fame Image, 
2Gr 31:18. But we al u it open face, beholding 
as in 4 glaſt the glory of the Lord, are changed in- 
to the ſame image from glory ro glory. When a 
Soul comes to ſee in the Glaſs of the Goſpel this 
lorious Lord, how glorious Chriſt is, then the 
ul cries out, O let me live in Chriſt! Let 
me gloriſie Chriſt! Surely now you are thriy- 
ing Souls in tlie knowledge of ſeſus Chriſt; 1 
mein, faving knowledge, ſanctified knowledge, 
ſuch as the Sun of Righteouſneſs reveals when 
he riſes with healing under his Wings. Therc 
arc ſome places that have not the Sun for many 
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Months, and O how dark and uncomfortable 
are they then! How dark are Souls till Chriſt 
comes into them! Whatever knowledge you * 
have, though you could diſcourſe whole + 
dies of Divmnity, yet you are dark and ignorant 
till Chriſt comes to enlighten and teach you. 
The weakeſt Behever is brought to this Frame 
to thirſt after Jeſus Chriſt, and to defire him 
with his 1 Soul; me 1 believe = 
Report Miniſters give of him, I. 53. 1. 5 
hath believed our — Ay and to whom hath the 
Arm of the Lord been revealed? for he ſhall grow 
up 45 4 tender plant, and as a root out of the dry 
ground, he hath no form nor comline(s, and when 
we ſhall ſee him, there is no beauty that we ſhould 
deſire him; many fee ſomething in good Duties; 
they would be doing ſomething _ for 
their Salvation, and think to patch up a Righ- 
teouſneſs there 4 but for to know Jeſus Chriſt 
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im, they ſee no defirableneſs 
in him. How much did the Phariſces do; Yet 
Jelus Chriſt was rejected by them. We ſhall 
{ce his Glory as the Glory of the only begotten 
Son of God, full of Grace and Truth. O what 
a Chriſt full of Grace, and full of Truth, and 
full of Love, and full of Glory, did theſe Jews 
reject ? The Sun of Righteouines, though he 
was come, he bad not riſen with his Glory upon 
them. Ah glorious Lord, that any ſhould be fo 
blind, as not to ſee ſome Beauty in this glorious 
Crit! And yet fo blind is the moſt of the World, 
and bans foe that though they have the 
glorious Light of his Word, yet how dark are 


their Souls? We may ſay as the Prophet, When . 
they ſee him there is no beauty that they ſee in 2 
at 
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$ 2 defire him. Tell a carnal Heart 
Of Chriſt, and Grace, and Heaven, they go a- 
Fay, and have no deſire to him; but when 
Chriſt comes in his Word, and ſhines into the 
Soul, and riſes with healing under his Wings; 
Othen, faith the Soul, let me have à Chriſt, 
let me live to Chriſt! Before they ſaw no Beau- 
ty in him that they ſhould deſice him; no Beau- 
ty, and yet altagether beautiful. What is the 
maoſt glorious Object when a Man is blind ? 
What is the glorious Sun to a Man that cannot 
- ſee? So what is the glorious Chriſt, this lovely 
Chriſt, this precious Chriſt, to a poor blind Sin- 
ner ? But for the Beſiever that hath Chrifthis- 
Late, he cries out for more Knowledge, more 
Grace, more Communication from Chriſt : 
Chriſt doth daily ſhine more and more in a Be- 
lievers Underſtanding, remgving Ignorance 
and Darkneſs. The pooreſt Beſiever in Know- 
; Jedgecannotbut.give God. praiſe for healing his 
Underſtanding; thowgh I know we are rather 
crying out for. what we want, than giving 
thanks for what we have receiy'd, The Lord 
eſus heals the groſs Tgnor-nce of your Under- 
tanding, and heals it more and more: Though 
God is pleaſed to give to every one according 
to their place and ſtation, yet every one ſhall 
have a ſaving Knowledgc. There is Mill for 
Babes, and Meat for ſtrong Men. ; 
Secondly. You ſhall profper and thrive, be- 
cauſe the Sun of: Rightcouſneſs, when he a- 
riſes on your Souls, heals your Affections. Be- 
fore the Heart was as dead and as cold as a ſtone, 
no lore for Chriſt; whatever you loved, no 
love for this Lord of Glory: But now when 


tus Sun of Righteouſneſs is riſen with healing 
; under 
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under his Wings, he heals the Aﬀections-of the 
Soul ; that now the Soiil is, let out in affection to 
jeſus Chtiſt; now the Soul cries out, How tot 

1; thy dwelling place, as David did; and why is it 
ſo lovely, David ? Becauſe there Lenyoy God. So 
faith a 2 How lovely are the Ordinances 
of Chriſt 1, Why Chriſtian, what makes them fo 
lovely? Oh, ſaith the Chriſtian, Lmeet with a 
lovely Chriſt there,/Satth the Spouſe, Tell thou me, 
O thou whom ney Soul lotet h where on fed IRR 
thou make ft thy Flock ts reſt at noon! Why, would: 
you be there? I would be wherethe Flock is, be- 
cauſe. Chriſt is there, Cant. 1.7. When the Soul feels 
the warm Divine Beams of the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, then the Soul comes to fee a Lovelineſs 
in Chriſt. Before you can love Chriſt, you 
muſt ſee that Chriſt loved you firſt, he firſt darts 
his Divine Love into yohr Souls,” When Elijab 
caſt his Mantle over Eliſha, faith Eliſha, Let me, 
I pray thet, kiſs my Father and Mother, and then 
1 will follow thee. Why what haye' I done to 
thee ? What haſt thou done? Enough to draw. 
me after thee. It was not any verthe in the 
Aan le, but a Divine Power from Heaven that 
did draw his Heart after the Prophet. Away 
he runs aſter him, and when he was taken from 
him, he cries out, A Fxther, my Father, the 
Chariots of Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereof, 

When the Divine Beams of the Love of Chriſt 
are caſt into the Soul, then the Soul cries: out, 
For me to live is Chriſt. O thut I may live to 
the Lord! O that I may die in the Lad! O that 
1 may have upboldings, that 1 may have 
trength in every Trial! Then J care not vrhat 
Igo through, that I may enjoy the Lord. Some - 
mes a Believer comes with * 
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dead and narrow, and doth not Jeſus Chriſt 
ſend him 8 as a burning Lamp? When he 
riſes with healing under his Wings, what Di- 
vine Love does he draw forth in your Souls af- 
ter him? The Spouſe was fo cold; "The could 
not ſo much as open to Chriſt; but when Chriſt 
had left his Myrrh upon the Handle of the 
Lock, ſhe runs after him, crying out, She was 
fick of Love, So ſometimes/a Believer is in a 
very dead frame, a very cold frame, a very nar- 
row frame; but the Lord Chriſt comes in the 
Ordinance with his Divine Beams, and the Soul 
is wartned,and transformed into the very Image 
of the God of Love: As for Example, the Diſ- 
| _ were walking in a freezing condition, 

Chriſt was among them but a little while, and 
their Hearts were burning hot within them; 
Was it Chriſt's bodily Preſence only? No, no, 
that many Thouſands enjayed ; but he came to 
them with the healing Beams of his Divine Love 
to their Souls ; he darted Divine Beames of his 
Grace into their Hearts : O then they talk after 
another manner. With what fervency and de- 
light did they diſcourſe of the Kingdom of Hca- 
ven, to what they did before? Sometimes when 
Believers meet together, how dead, and cold, 
and narrow are they? But hen Chriſt ariſes 
with new healing Beams of Divine Grace in 
their Hearts, how thriving is their Diſcourſe? 
How profitable > How warmly do they diſ- 
courſe of the Kingdom of God? How longing 
after it ? - Luke 49s And they ſaid one to ano- 
ther, Did not our Hearts burn within ut, while he 
talked with us by the way, and mbile he opened 10 #: 
| the Scripture? He might have talked of the 

Scripture-long enough, and opened the mean- 

£ ing 
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ing of them, and no warmth come to their 
Heart, till he ſhined into their Souls. Non 
that are united to this Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
you that live on him by Faith, you are under 
theſe thriving Beams, though you have not al- 
ways the ſame manifeſtation: But when theſe 
glorious Beams dart into your Souls, how live- 


ly are — in your walking, and in your tax - 


ing? Though you may have ſome froſty Nights, 
ſome cold Fits, yet while you are unitedgo this 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, you ſhall have ſome 
warm Beams that ſhall make you thrive: aud 
grow. All means of Grace are hke the Pro- 
phet's Staff, which will not bring the dead 
Child to Life until the Prophet comes. When 
the Prophet came and lay on the Child, the 


Child was warm, and it breathed and ſtirred, 


and roſe up and walked. Poor donbtuig Soul, 
is there Breath in thee? Doſt thou breath after 
Chriſt? Dot thou deſire no means, mercies 
nor bleſſings but what thou mayeſt enjoy Chrilt 
in them? I ſay, Chriſt hath already breathed 
on you, and his Divine Beams of Grace will 
cauſe you to riſe up and walk, I mean to grow 
ſtronger and ſtronger; ſo that the Sun of Righ- 
tzonſneſs heals the Affections of many. A poor 
Soul cries, I cannot love Chriſt; it is umpotſible 
I ſhould ever love him! But if you deſire to 
love Chriſt with your whole Heart you love 
him already. The Soul that hath a ſpark of 
Faith, that works by Love, ſhall be ſure to 
creaſe in Love: When Chriſt comes down, 
when he puts in his Finger by the hole of the 
Door, faith the Soul, Draw me, I will run after 
thee; his Love is better than Wine. Chrift 
lometimes gives you — Wine; a 

la- 
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Flagons of Wine; ſometimes a Sip, and ſome- 


times full Draughts. Draw me, and. I will run 


after ther; as if he had ſaid, Draw me, and 1 
will commend thee to others: As AMelandt ban 
faid when he was converted, He thought that 
he could have converted all. that he converſcd 
with ; but he found the old Serpent was too 


hard for young Melanci hon. When the Sou! 
comes to know this glorious Chriſt by Faith, 
and toalive upon him, the Soul thinks be 


could 
I commend him, that he could make all about 
him to love Chriſt. Draw me, I will ran after 
hee? Why, what is the matter? Thy Love 15 
better than Wine, verſe 3. Becauſe of the ſavour of 
thy good Oyntments, thy Name is as Oyntments 
pour ed forth, therefore do the Virgins love thee, 
verſe 4. Dram me, we will run after thee, When 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt witneſſes to the Believer, 
by the Spirit, that he is united to lim, when 


he ſends forth Divine Beams from this Glorious 


'Light, and Life, and Warmth, tbe Soul hath 
his Love drawn out abundantly. When Peter 
was freezing by the Fire in the High Pricit's 
Hall, one look from Chrift melts his Heart. Ah, 
my Friends, you may have the Fire of Ordi- 
nances kind led, yet have an Heart as cold as a 
MNone z but when Chriſt looks on you, then does 
he melt your Souls into the very Image of Love, 
then he draw the Heart after him in Divine 
Acts of Love, that what the Soul hath often 
thought of, now it comes more and more to the 
Soul, that Love is ſtronger chan Death. When 
the Divine Beams of Divine Love are darted in- 
to the Soul, and the Soul comes to conſider, 
Firſt, What unconceivable Love the Love of 
Chriſt is: O, faith the Soul, Chriſt bath loved 
5 | nic 
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me with.an unconceivable, unſpeakable Lover: | 
Sn Paul faith, who loved me, and gave himſelf 
for me, Noe I live, b Chriff lives in me; the 
Soul is acquainted, this is an unſpeakable Love, 
John 1. 3. Behold what manner of Love ig this 
that we ſhe'd be called the Children of G; O 
what unſpeakable Love is this, faith the Su, 
that 1 ſhould be called a Child of God ! Ho] W- 
comes it about > Othe Wonders of this Love! 
O that I ſhould be called a Child of God? 
What me, to be made like Chrilt ? For God. to 
be my Father in Chriſt? What manner of Loye- 
is this? How unſpeakable, how wonderſul 1s 
this love ? 4 1 EE 
Second ly, When Chriſt comes to ſhine on 
the Soul, it comes to ſee what diſtinguiſhing 
Love this is: Why me, O Lord? Who gave 
himſelf for me? Satth the Apoſtle, There is an 
application of this Love. Why me, Lord 
Why not many thouſands choſen, and I leſt 
cut ? Why I choſen, and many thouſands left? 
O that Chrift ſhould love me, redeem me, die 
for me! O my Soul, love thou the Lord, hye 
to this Lord, let him be all in all, who loved 
me before the World was: That I am not a- 
mong the Damned in Hell is a wonderful mer- 
cy: But that I ſhould be one of the Lord's re- 
deemed ones, that I (hquld be choſen out of 
the Kindred, and Tongues, and Nations of the 
Earth : O what Love is this! The Expreſſions 
and Impreſſions of Divine Love! A Believer 
would live with 1t alt lus days, and die with * 
At, and goto glory with it. Why me, Lord? 
- Why haſt thou pardoned me, ſindibed me? O 
that God ſhould give Chriſt for me!. That 
Chriſt ſhould go through his ſorrows for me! 
N 2 Throuzh 
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Through tis bloody Sweat for me! That 1 
 ſThouldhave a part in Chriſt's precious Merits ! 
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What tho' Chriſt loved ſinners, if I am not 
the ſinner that Chriſt loves? But when the 
Beams of Divine Love are darted into the Soul, 
it cries, O that Chrif bath loved me more than 
his own Life! more than his own Glory ! and 
loved me above others in the World! O what 
diſtinguiſtung Love is this! Then the Soul muſt 
needs have an endeared Love to Chriſt. O that 
for me to live may be Griſt! O that I may en- 
joy him in all my enjoyments ! 

Thirdiy, The Soul ſees the Love of Chris is 
rndeferved Love. O wretch that I am, that 
ever Chrif ſhoutd love me ! It is an heightning 
ot Love when the Divine Beams of his Love 
Hines on our Souls, to reveal how unworthy 
weare of Chriſt's Love. This 1s that the Apoſtle 
ſreaks of, and nothing more hightens our Love, 
than that Crit loved us, when we were un 
worthy of his Love, 1 Tim. 1.12, 13. And 1 
thank Chrift Fe ſus our Lord, who hath enabled me, 


or that he counted me faithſul, putting me into 


the Miniſtry, who was before a Blaſphemer, and a 
Per ſecator, and injurious, but I obtained mercy. It 
is a glorious Beam of Divinity ſhines on the Soul, 
when the Soul comes to ſee its own Unwor- 
thineſs: Why me, Lord, fo wretched and mi- 
ſerable a ſmner? What, Chriſt come from his 


Glorious Throne, from Heaven to Earth, to 


heal my Heart! To come here to die for me a 


vretched Soul! O when the Sun of Righteouſ- 


neſs riſes on the Soul to draw out its Love to 
Chriſt, then the Soul ſees its own unworthineſs; 
then a Soul loves Chrif really, when he fees 
riß loved him unworthy. How unworthy 
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is my Soul of his Love ! This was Paul's Cry, 
and ſo it is every Believers; and the more Chrif 
ſhines on your Soul, the more do you ſee your 
unworthineſs of his Love and Grace; and the 
Soul cries out, Lord, haſt thou paſſed by all my 
unworthineſs, crown'd me with Love, enrich- » 
ed me with Love, and ſhall I have my full rf 
Love? O what Love is this! Wee 
*Fourthly, The Soul finds it a Love that. paf- 
ſes, Eph. 3.14. And to know the love of Chrifh 
which ſſh knowledge. Truly, faith the Soul, 
I cannot tell you wherefore Chriſt loved me, nor 
T cannot tell you the Depths of his Love; but 
this I can tell, 1 ſhall ever ſhine in the Ocean 
of his Love to all Eternity. The more they 
meditate, the more they conſider; the more 
they think of it, the more they wonder; What 
was from Eternity in the Breaſt of God, that 
was manifeſted in time in giving Chrift. If yon 
ask me to tell you from whence it comes, it 
was from Eternity. 08-8 
Secondly, The Sun of Righteouſnels with 
his glorious Beams heals the aftetion, in giving 
the Soul an humble and contrite Heart,” Many 
think when they are not W are 
not growing; but there may be a taking 
Root, though not a ſhooting up; the golden 
Mines are not ſeen above the Earth, they lie 
low: By the Influence of the Sun the Sced 
takes root in the Earth, and'ſprings up. Thus 
it is with the Sun of Wan, he Lord. 
Jeſus Chriſt, in changing the Heart of a Be- 
liever ; when he is increaſing in the inner Man, 
not ſhooting forth, not growing hs nw > 1 , 
i he takes Root, is growing in Humility, . 
Wixn oncethe Lord Jeſus Chritt comes with 
, has 
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this Grace, and ſhines into the Soul, it humble; 
' the Soul, and makes it low in its own Eyes, and 
then the Soul ſees its {elf wanting in Grace, 
wanting in Love, wanting in Enlargements and 
Delights, but it grows humble. When Chriß 
appears the Soul ſees its own- Deformity, the 
Soul thinks it is decaying in Grace, hen it is 
not ef Graces, as we may fay, above 
ground. The Fruit-Trees do not bear Fruit all 
the Year, yet are alive all the Year, So I {a1 
to the Believer, it is the ſureſt way of Grow: 
when they grow in Humility. When a Soub 
comes to tee Chriff, the more Lines with the 
Divine Luſtre of his Grace and Righteouſnels, 
the more the Soul is contrite. Saith Paul, When 
the Lan came, fin revived and I died. Paul, was 
it the Law in the Letter that ſhewed you your 
in? (then why does it not teach thoſe poor 
Creatures that read it, and have it read to 
them?) No, but it was the Power of rig 
in the Law, the Spirit of the Law of Life in 
Cirif that ſhined into his Heart, and brought 
home the Law to tym, te be a condemning 
Bar on the Bench, to give the Sentence of 
ath, that Chrif might be there to be the Ob- 
ject of Life and Salvation to his Soul. Saith he, 
Sin revived and I died. Perſons will ſtrain what 
they can to keep an even reckoning with the 
Law, by doing ſome outward Duties. Such as 
the Lord Jeſus hath not tiſen upon, they are yet 
in Darkneſs, Children of the Night; they walk 
at uncertainty, they know not whether they go. 
Alas! many a poor Soul thinketh he is as fure 
to go to Heaven as he is to die, when he is in 
the very Road to Hell; only ſome go in the 
broad trodden Path, open, prophane, 3 
ent 


——ů —*— — EY 9 
— — — Dr Nn Lo : "1 4 x 
* 


Chaiſt a ChiiſſiansLife. 117 | 
dent ſinners; ſome Real thither behind the 
Hedg, they are going to Hell, but in a cloſer 
walk, hidden from others, and from many that 
are {aid to be Children of the ; 
Kingdom, that are Strangers Mr. Murcot on 
in Heart to an inward Revela- Mal. 4. 2. 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt. But 
when Chriſt comes to the Soul, he comes to the 
inward part; then the Soul is unhorſed of it 
ſelf, and laid low before the Lord. It was the 
Saying of an Holy Divine, We may fooner 
cl twenty from Profaneneſs, than one from 
his own Righteoufneſs : For faith he, ſm is a 
feveriſh Diſtemper to the Soul; and when the 
Man hath finned, he knows he is out of order: 
But for a Man's own Righteouſneſs, it 18 fo 
born and bred with him, that he makes it his 
grand Idol; till Chriſt appears co the Soul-with 
Divine Beams of his Righteouſneſs and Grace; 
this lays a Soul low and humble before the 
Lord, and makes a poor Soul behold its own 
Ignorance. Saith the Soul, T am fookth, but 
Chnift is my Wiſdom; I cannot manage my 
Salvation, nor 1 cannot chuſe aright, but Chriſt 
is my Wiſdom to chuſe for me. 

Thus a Soul is humbled under its own Ig- 
norance; he beholds Chriſt that glorious Sun 
that gives Light to ſee his Father's Face, and 
to have all the glorious Will of God revealed to 
the Soul in him. The Sun is the Glory of the 
Heavens, but one Star differs from another Star 
in Glory, but there is none like the Glory f 
the Sun. O the Lord hath put the Excelſence 
of Glory on the Lord Jeſus! He is the emavyds- 
we, the ſhining forth of hrs Father's Glory. 
He ſpeaks here of Chyſtas Incarnate ; _ 

ory 
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118 Chuſt a Thiiffians Life. 
Glory of God did ſhine in the Face of Xofes, ſo 
that the People could not behold; to now the 

Glory of the Lord ſhineth in the Face of Teſius 

Chit, as the Apoſtle hath it, ſo that we can- 

not behold it; it dazles our Eyes ſtedfaſtly to 

behold his Glory, as it doth to behold the Sun 
in its Glory. Here is the Glory of his Grace, 
the Glory of his Wiſdom, of his Mercy, of 
his Power, and all in Chriſt; he is the Glory, 
as it were, of Divine Attributes, they all ſhine 
forth in him, each with his peculiar Glory, 

The Temple, the Glory of the Lord filled it, 

ſo that they could not ſtand to Miniſter before 

himſometimes, So Brethren, now the Lord 
hath placed us in Jeſus Chriſt, he hath filled 
hun with his Glory. Therefore faith the Pro- 


phet, The Glory of the Lord is riſen 
on thee, Iſa. 60. 3. that is, Chriſt Mr. Murcit. 


manifeſted to thee. 

Secondly, The Soul ſees its ſelf unrighteous, 
therefore it is humbled under its ſinfulneſs, till 
Chriſt is made its Righteouſneſs. 

Thirdly, The Soul ſees its ſelf cloathed with 
Rags; like a Man that works hard, yet can- 
not cloth himfelf with any. thing but Rags. 
Saith a Soul, notwithſtanding all that F have 

done, have not a Righteouſneſs to cloath me to 
ſtand with before God: But Chriſt is my Robe 
of Kighteouſnc fs ; therefore hen the Soulis hum- 
bled, when he does not grow in enlargements, 
et he grows humble under the ſer ſe of his own 
nworthincſs, and ol Chriſt's Excellency. Ma- 

ny Trees are planted in ſhady places, that grow 
up tall, tho they bear no Fruit. When a Soul 
knows not Chrift, there may be ſome external 


Duties performed; yet the Soul does not oo. 
N en 
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When Trees are ſhort they bear thick. When a ; 
Soul grows in Humility, my bring forth much 
0 


Fruit, though they hang down their Heads. 
When the Bunches of Grapes are heavy, then 
does the Vine hangdownits Head: So when'a 
Soul grows out of Love with its ſelf, and in 
love with Chriſt, then does the Soul lie low be» 
fore the Lord. When a Believer thinks there is 
a decaying, it is not ſo; though it may be fome | 
Graces are not ſo much in Exerciſe at one tine 
as at another. But I do not underſtand how 
Grace can decay wilt Chriſt lives. The Trees 
are not green all the year, yet you do not ſay 
they are dead, the t is in the Earth and 
keeps alive. So a Believer groaning under a 
ſenſe of his unworthineſs, he is then beſt pre- 
pared to bring forth Fruit to God. The more 
we find our own unworthineſs, and the leis 
we find the Promiſes to belong unto us, the 
more we maſt deſire them, being aſſured that 
this deſire doth greatly pleaſe God, who deſir- 
eth and willeth his Grace ſhould be earn Hy 
defired. Therefore when the glorious Sun of 
Righteouſneſs caſts forth its Divine Beams, the 
Soul grows humble and lowly : There may be 
{omedeadneſs as to the exerciſe of Faith, ſome 
dead neſs as to the exerciſe of Love, ſome batk- 
wardnels in heart unto Duty. Is the Soul now 
decaying? No, it is a Winter Seaſon; and 
tho you do not find Grace in preſent Exerciſe, 
yet your Root is alive and will ſpring forth. 
Will Chriſt let it die? No, it is more to glo- 
rifie his Grace. Lax arus ſhall lie four days in 
the Grave, and then the Power of God will be 
more glorified in raiſing him up; and this we 
find moſt excellent in Perer : Did net Paley 
NOW 
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know Chriſt? Yes; but yet he muſt take a lit- 
dle better root; he muſt ſee that not only his 
KRighteouſneſs is in Chriſt, but his Life alſo, 
Peter was a brave Man before he fell, 7 n not 
for ſale thee,though all men do, L wilfftand by thee ; 
if al! Mien forſake thee, Iwill Rand alone. Aa- 
n times when we are carried on fmoothly and 
largely on Duty, we. are apt to think our 
Mountain thall never be moved, as David did; 
but, faith he, Thon hidf thy Face, and I was 
troubled. When the Sun is loweſt and furtheſt 
from us, then our Shadows are longeſt ; but 
when it is ſhining over our Heads, and nearctt 
us, then our Shadows art ſhorteſt; then the Sun 
is to us molt glorious: So it is, the leſs our 
knowledge of Chriſt is, the more do Men doat 
on their own Rightcouſneſs: The Shadow of 
their own Righteouſneſs is longeſt when Chriſt 
and they aremoſt Strangers ; but when Chritt 
comes to dart into them his glorious Beams, 
then they ſee themſelves nothing. The Soul 
that hath a glorious Revelation of Jeſus Chritt 
comes to ſee himſelf all in Chriſt, and nothing 
in himſelf. Saith the Apoſtle, Sin died and / 
revived, Chriſt is truly Omnipotent, and tru- 
Pl then reigns in our Souls, when we find our 
elves ſo weak that we can ſcarce give a Groan. 
Many, becauſe they have not outward Marl. 
or Signs in acting of Sanctification, they will 
concſude they are not alive in Chriſt; but 
Faith, when Chriſt ariſes with Glory on the 
Soul, beholds Chriſt what he is, in the Pro- 
miſes, and what he hath done for poor. finners, 
and ſo wraps it ſelf in Chriſt alone, in whom 
all the Promiſes are Yea and Amen for ever. 


Chriſt is that glorious Sun from whence f Be- 
ever 
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liever hath all his Light, and that precious 
Stock that a Believer receives ſap and nouriſh- 


ment from, to bring forth Fruit. A Believer 


may have a Winters ſealon, that he may not 
exerciſe his Grace; but I cannot underſtand that 
2 Believer can be {aid to decay in Grace, being 
engrafted in Chriſt. 1 | 
Do you think Peter is in a worſe condition than 
before, or that he decays? No, it is only Grace 
ſtopt in its exerciſe. N 
in a decaying Frame? (I know many conclude 
it was, but I cannot think it) Faith was only 
ſtopt in its exerciſe, his Faith was in the hands 
of Chriſt ſafe. Sin is ſin, and will colt the 
Saint dear; but though ſin is evil in its fell 
God brings it about for good; and theugh 
there is a top in theExerciſeof Grace, the Root 
ſhall not wither, nor the Branch neither, but 


the Sun of Righteouſneſs will ſhine on the Sul 


and revive it. What does poor Peter do? O 
how docs he break forth into forrow ? Luke 22. 
61. The Lord turned and looked uon Peter, and 
Peter remembred the word of the Lord, bow be hal 
faid, Before the Cock crow thou ſhalt deny me thrice ; 
and Peter went out and wept bitterly, Ms Peter 
in a decaying Frame ? The exerciſe of his Faith 
was ſtopt for a time, the Current of that Faith 
that works by Love, that ſhould have been 
ſtronger than Death, that many Waters cannot 
cuench ; that Laue that ſhould have been in a 
Flame, it was for a while under the Ashes, and 
Flouds did as it were overflow it. But did 
Peter decay? No, Peter's root was in the Ground, 
there came a glorious Beam from the Lord jeſus 
that did revive Peter. Peter, the Devil will 
lift thee, and thy Comforts wrll have a falling 

tune; 
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time; thy ownexperience will fail thee of thy 
love to . and confidence of thy Courage 
and Boldneſs. There is no building on expe- 
rience, we may take them for comfort, but it 
is Faith in Chriſt we muſt build on, becauſe ex- 
periences fail us. Peter comes to a ſad 
experience. of his own wretched Heart, his 
Love was as it were under Water ; but, faith 
Cutiſt, Percy I have prayed that thy Faith be not 
bot; thy experience will fail for a time: When 
a Tree does not bear Fruit in the Summer, we 
ſay it fails; but in the Winter you cannot ſay 
it fails, becauſe you cannot expect Fruit: So 
Chriſt told Peter, his Faith ſhould not fail; 
therefore it did not decay, but there was a ſtop 
in its exerciſe; but his Faith being kept by 
Chriff, prayed for by Cri, it did not fail. In- 
. deed poor Iudars decayed, Demas and Ale xan- 
ders decayed, becauſe theirs was but ſeeming, 
not real Grace. But is Peter's decayed ? No: 
He like the Flowers in Spring time, appeared. 
Chriff looked upon Peter: The Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, this glorious Lord, the Believer's Life, 
when he hes the Believer wants a Scaſon to bring 
forth Fruit, then he turns about the Divine 
Beams of his Grace toward the Soul ; Peter had 
taken Root, and now he ſhall bring forth Fruit. 
Peter remembred the Words of jeſus, he re- 
membred what Cprif had ſaid, Lord, thou haſt 
told me what a deceitful heart Ive. And what 
does he boaſt? No, he falls a weeping, he 
grows in Humility ; now he hath a look from 
Chriff. O how many ſweet Looks go forth in 
thoſe Divine Beams on Prters Saul] QMriſt takes 
care of his own; we have great Complaints 


from a Believer, but Griff always when — 
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Soul wants Fruit, comes with a Divine Beam, 
darting into the Soul. Chriſt doth gaſt many 
ſweet Looks on a ſinner, when he breaks tus 
Heart for ſin. VA x; 

Firſt, A Look of Love. Haſt thou dealt fo 
with the Lord that loved thee ? Ab 
Peter ! Tho thou haſt denied me, I will not 
forſake thee. Oh Peter, though thou haſt ſwore 
and curſt, I know not the Man, yet I know 
thee, and will take notice of thee, and will 
make known my ſelf to thee. Oconlider what 
Love this was! Chrift looked with a firſt Love 
on Peter; we love him becauſe he firſt loved us. 
Ah Peter ! Thou haſt made the Breach, but I 
will come to make it up; thou haſt turned 
from me, but I will follow thee with my Love, 
Iwill begin with thee : As Chriſt began our 
Life of Grace, fo he begins all our Revivings. 
Take a Saint under an hard Heart, under Guilt, 
he _—_— under means, and it is his Duty ſo 
todo, but no ſtirring till Chriſt comes. When 
Peter was in his ſinand rebellion, Chriſt looked 
on him with a firſt Love. 

Secondly, Chriſt looks with a free Love. Pe- 
ter, I will not wait till thou comeſt to me with 
Legal Repentance, I will look on thee before 
thou coufeſſeſt me. Chriſt begins firſt, be 
comes freely with his Love; Peter had ſmote on 
ts Heart, he had no preparation to come to 
Chriſt ! Chriſt loves freely, Hoſea 14. when he 
heals Backfliders he loves freely, Yer. 4. 1 wilt 
heal their backſliding, I will leve them freely, for 
my anger is turned away fram them. Every Act 
of Chrilt's Love to us is free Love; there is not 
any moment of our time that we can bring any 
ching that is our own to Chriſt to love us. 

* Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Chriſt's Love was a very fron 
Love, ſinners thall never break the Cords of — 
Therefore have I drawn them with the Cords of 4 
Alan, with the Bands of Love, Hol. 11. 4. O 
how ſtrong was Chriſt's Love to Peter Whey 
a Soul Jaments that it cannot love Chriſt, then 
theSoul is growing in the Grace of Love, Love 
then is ſtronger than Death, and ſo is Chriſt's 
Love to every one that he redeems, and ſo it 
was to Peter The ſtrong love of Chriſt broke 
in upon him, and now he falls a weeping, All 
Peter! Have I loved thee, and yet thou haſt for- 
Aken me; yet here Lam with a new look of 
Love, Love ſtronger than Death, that over- 
comes all our deadneſs and coldneſs; then the 
Heart breaks and melts ; when Chrift comes 
with his look of Grace, he will break the hard- 
eſt Heart there. 

Fourthly, Chriſt's Love was a very ſcaſona- 
ble Love; Then was the time of Lowe, when thou 
wert weltering in thy Blood, Ezck. 16. How ſeaſo- 
rably does the Sun ſhine on the Flowers and 
Plants to revive and comfort them When the 
Soul complains, Corruption is ſtrong, Grace is 
weak; my Heart is cold, Love dies, I find my 
Soul fainting, I fear I decay; Chriſt comes in 
ſeaſonably with a new Manifeſtation of his 
Love to the Soul, and this breaks the very 
Heart. That which is ſpoke of the Sun in the 
Firmament, may be ſpoken of this glorious Sun 
of Righteouſnels ; the Sun comes like a Bride- 
groom out of his Chamber, ſo does the Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt appear to his Bride: The Sun rejoyc- 
eth to run its Race as a ſtrong Man, and as a 
Bridegroom out of his Chamber does it appear: 


So does Chriſt come as a Bridegroom out of his 
| Chambcr, 
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Chamber, and as a ſtrong Man delights to run 
his Race; ſo does the Lord Jeſus Chiiſt break 
forth into the Soul with his glorious Beams of 
Divine Grace. 

Fifthly, Chriſt's love is a great love How 
great is that love that can pardon ſuch ſins, par- 
don ſack ſinners, viſit the Saints under ſuch 
Frames of Heart! This was the love of Chriſt to 
Peter, he lookt on Peter (to break his Heart) 
with a look of love. 

Secondly, He looked with a lock of Mercy. 
O Peter, I will pardon thee. Return, to me, 
ſuith the Lord, In married unto thee, Jer, 3. 
Ab Peter! 1am thine-; he looked upon Peter, 
it was Mercy broke Peter's Heart. The Ter- 
rors of the Law may make Men run diſtracted, 
but their Hearts are hardned againſt God. But 
when pardoning Gtace comes, that breaks the 
Heart, melts the Heart. Peter went aut and 
xept bitterly; what, ſhall I find mercy ? Shall K 
find favour 2 Shall ſuch rich Mercy be ſhewed; 
in pardoning me! O give thanks unto the Lord 
— 8 Aercy endureth for ever, Pal. 107. and 

lal. 136. | 

Thirdly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt breaks in 
with a Divine Shine of San&tihcation. IF 
Chriſt is your Life, vou ſhall never want 
Grace; it is our Duty to be waiting for Grace, 
praying for Grace, but 2 Believer thall never 
want Grace; he gives Grace to him in a time 
o need; it erer it was a time of need, this was 
time of need with Peter: It is good you 
[ould ſee your want, it is good you ſhould 
leck the Lord; he gives the Grace of Repen- 
tance, the Grace of Humility; he gives the 
Grace of Godly Sorrow. How n 
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Thirdly, Chriſt's Love was a very fron 
Love, ſinners thall never break the Cords of 15 
Therefore have I drawn them with the Cords of 4 
Alan, with the Bands of Love, Hol. 11. 4. 0 
how ſtrong was Chriſt's Love to Peter When 
a Soul Jaments that it cannot love Chriſt, then 
the Soul is growing in the Grace of Love, Love 
then is ſtronger than Death, and fo is Chriſt's 
Love to every one that he redeems, and ſo it 
was to Peter The ſtrong love of Chriſt broke 
in upon him, and now he falls a weeping. Al 
Peter! Have I loved thee, and yet thou haſt for- 
Aken me; yet here I am with a new look of 
Love, Love ſtronger than Death, that over- 
comes all our deadneſs and coldneſs; then the 
Heart breaks and melts ; when Chriſt comes 
with his look of Grace, he will break the hard- 

eſt Heart there. 

Fourthly, Chriſt's Love was a very ſeaſona- 
ble Love; Then was the time of Lowe, when thou 
wert weltering in thy Blood, Ezck. 16. How ſeaſo- 
mably does the Sun thine on the Flowers and 
Plants to revive and comfort them 1 When the 
Soul complains, Corruption is ſtrong, Grace is 
weak; my Heart is cold, Love dies, I find my 
Soul fainting, I fear I decay ; Chriſt comes in 
ſeaſonably with a new Manifeſtation of his 
Love to the Soul, and this breaks the very 
Heart, That which is ſpoke of the Sun in the 
Firmament, may be ſpoken of this glorious Sun 
of Righteouſnels ; the Sun comes like a Bride- 
groom out of his Chamber, ſo does the Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt appear to his Bride: The Sun rejoyc- 
eth to run its Race as a ſtrong Man, and as a 
Bridegroom out of his Chamber does it appear: 


So does Chriſt come as a Bridegroom out of his 
Chambcr, 
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Chamber, and as a ſtrong Man delights to run |! 
his Race; ſo does the Lord Jeſus Chriſt break 
forth into the Soul with his glorious Beams of | 
Divine Grace. ; | 4 
Fifthly, Chriſt's love is a great love How 
great isthat love that can pardon ſuch ſins, par- 
don ſack ſinners, viſit the Saints under tuch + 
Frames of Heart! This was the love of Chriſt to 
Peter, he lookt on Peter (to break his Heart 
with a look of love. | 
Secondly, He looked with a lock of Mercy, 
O Peter, Iwill pardon thee. Return, o me, 
ſaith the Lord, In married unto thee, Jer. 3. 
Alr Peter! I am thine ; he looked upon Peter, 
it was Mercy broke Peter's Heart. The Ter- 
rors of the Law may make Men run diſtracted, 
but their Hearts are hardned againſt God. But 
when pardoning Gtace comes, that breaks the 
Heart, melts the Heart. Peter went aut and 
xept bitterly; what, ſhall I find mercy ? Shall K 
find favour 2 Shall ſuch rich Mercy be ſhewed; 
in pardoning me! O give thanks unto the Lord 
for his Mercy endureth for ever, Pal, 107. and 
Plal. 136. | 
Thirdly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt breaks in 
with a Divine Shine of Sanckification. IF 
Chriſt ig your Life, you ſhall never want 
Grace; it is our Duty to be waiting for Grace, 
praying for Grace, but 2 Believer ſhall never 
want Grace; he gives Grace to him in a time 
ot need; if ever it was a time of need, this was 
a time of need with Peter; It is good you 
ihould fee your want, it is good you ſhould 
| {ck the Lord; he gives the Grace of Repen- 
tance, the Grace of Humility ; he gives the 
Grace of Godly Sorrow. How l 1s 
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126 Chelft a Chaiſians Life 
Grace given to a Soul that longs for it 1 When 
there is no Water in their own Ciſterns, the 
Lord Jeſus comes with new Springs of Grace to 
ſuch a Soul. A Believer never walks more 
comfortably than when he walks humbly, then 
the Soul mourns before the Lord. Such Di- 
rine Beams of Love from Chnit works in the 
Soul true Contrition and Humiliation. Ah, 
{a!th the Soul, have I had fo many Wooinge, 
O many offers of Grace, yet have kept Grace 
out of my Heart? Could I ſhut out the re- 
membrance of him one Moment? Hath his 
Love been ſo ſoon forgotten He that wept for 
me, and bled for me, and died for me, have I 
kept him out of my Heart? The Spouſe taſte! 
of this, but it was a growing time, but her 
Soul was in great bitterneſs ; Oh, faith ſhe, i: 
was the Voice of my Beloved, ¶ knew him, yet I did 
not open to him, Cant. 5. 2. I ſleep but my heart 
waketh, ſaying, open to me my Siſter, my Love, my 
Dove, my Undefiled, for my Hand is filled with 
Dem, and my Locks with the drops of the Night. 
ver. 3. have put off my Coat, how ſhall I put it on? 
1 have waſhed my Feet, how ſhall I defile them? 
ver. 4. My Beloved put in his Hand by the hole of 
the Door, and my Bowel were moved for him. 
When Topened my Bowels, my Bowels were 
moved to think that I knew it was my Belo- 
ved, yet would not open to hum. When a 
Soul comes to know Chnſt, it Cries, O the 
many ſweet Wooings Thave had! O that cycr 
ſhould Night, and neglect, and reſiſt as I have 
dbne! Othat 1 ſhould love ſo little, when he 
loves fo much! O how ſlight have I thought of 
him! How unkindly have I carricd it, and 
how untendlerly! O now let Chriſt be * 11 
all! 
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all! Now the Soul hath a weeping Eye; I look- 
ing cannot but love, and loving cannot but 
mourn. O now I wonder how | could ſhut 
him out of my Admiration, of my Adoration, 
out of my Praiſes and Delights one Moment | 

Thus the loving-kindnels of Chnft melts the 1 
Heart, wien Chriſt is made our Life, and 
Chriſt ſends forth new glorious Beams of his 
Grace into the Soul, the Saint would not walk 
with allighting Thought of Chriſt, but would: 
be always admiring and glorifying Divine 
Love. When a Soul comes to have a look from 
Chriſt, then there is the weeping Eye. What 
doit weep for, Soul? O, I weep Go joy, yet 
mouru tor ſorrow. O that I ſhould be ſo un- 
kind, 10 ungrateful, as to flight and difregard 
him! O that ever Chriſt ſhould knock and 
Knock again, love and love again! O Chriſt is 
my Lite: had he not been my Life, I had been 
dead and undone unto all Eternity. The Soul: 
that betoxe thought it {elf ſomething, now 
lends forth {ad Complaints, complaints of an- 
unbelieving Heart, that Chriſt hath beenden 
tertained no more, believed no more, relied on. 
no more; now. the Soul complains and cries 
out, O wretched Creature that I am, who Hall de- 
liver me from the body of this death and ſin? 
Ibis is not a pining Unbelief; but Faith be- 
ing railed up in an higher pitch, the Soul 
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grows in Humility, that it hath been ſo mis- 

| beheving, It ever a Soul comes to have the 

e bleſſed revelation of the excellency of Chritt, 

1e the thing which they lay to Heart, is unbelief- 

of Many think if they can but keep touch. with. 

14 Duty, it is well enough: but when Chriſt 
in comes, the. Soul mourus that it has not belie- 
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128 Chiſt a Chaililans Like. 
ed; the Soul comes to ſee how worthleſs its 
ſelf is, and how precious Chriſt is. O, faith 
the Soul, methinks all of Chriſt is precious! His 
Offers are precious, His Promiſes are precious, 
his Precepts are precious. O how unworthy 
am I of ſuch Grace ! 

Thirdly,. When, this Glorious Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhines into the Heart of a poor ſinner, 
the Will is ſubdued, they ſhall be a willing 
People in the day of my Power : Man hath a 
Will to ſet up ſomething of his own, but now 
the Will is conquered. When the Soul is brought 

to this, to have a conſtant and 
Mr. Perkins in his earneft defire to be reconciled 
Gra'n of Muſtard- to God; to beljeve and to re- 
ſeed. pent, if it be in a touched 
art, is in acceptation nib 
God,. as Reeonciliation, Faith and Repentance it 
felf. Saith the Soul; Let me have nothing but 
' Chriſt, whatever] have without Chriſt it will 
do me no good ; let me live to Chriſt, let me glo- 
rifig. Chriſt; bleſſed and glorious is ſucha Life ; 
I'would be fwallowelup in that Life, and {6 
then the Willis brought down. Lord, let mc 
be any.thing, ſo that I may glorifie Chnit ; 
then -the Soul will. trifle no 4 Faith the 
Hul, Jam reſolved to have a Chriſt; he is of- 
fered, why may I not have him? God hath: 
given him freely. Why not to me that am a ſin- 
ner? The poor Soul preſently laies hold on im, 
preſently ſtretches out his hand of Faith to lay 
hold on him. f 
Thus the Soul is growing, though not with 
thoſe Affections as it would ; yet the Aﬀecions 
are healed in growing in Contrition, by the Sn 
Rigi ccoulneb mung om it. 
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Secondly, A Soul is healed of the Wounds 
4 Guilt that is on him. When a Sinner 
comes to have the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhine 
on his Soul, his Guilt is healed, Jſa. 53. . The 
Prophet faith, by his Stripes we are healed : 
The Strides of Chriſt are our healing. Yerſe 4 
and 5. Surely he hath"born our Griefs, and carri? 
ed our Sorrows';" yet ne did efteem him ſtricken 
ſmitten of God and afficted. But he mas wounded, 
for our Trdn 51 he was bruiſed for our Ini- 
quities : The chaſti ſement of our peace was mpon 
im, and with his ſtripes we are kealed. There is 
no thriving in Grace till the Wounds of the 
Soul are healed 3 all our Wounds are inward 
Wounds ; it is not an -outward Prayer will 
heal your Wounds, nor outward Faſting, nor 
outward Confeſſion ; no, it mult be the fireams 
of the Blood of Chriſt running through the 
Veins of the Heart by Faith. The Soul never 
comes to have his Wounds healed, till Chriſt 
riſes with healing under his Wings: There is 
an imrard Wound within the Soul, there is 
Guilt within that will ſit as a Judge condemn- 
ing the Soul. Now by his ſtripes we are heal- 
ed, there muſt be an Union with Chriſt, the 
Suftertngs of Chriſt to be made over to the- 
Soul; Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to be made as ſure» 
ly the Soul's own, as if it had a perfect Righte- 
ouineſs of its own : Take away all iniquity, ſaith 
the Prophet, ſo will we render the Calves of our 
Lips ;- Take away all iniquity while there is 
any Guilt on y, you are altogether guilty, 
Plal. 143. 2. Enter not into Judgment with thy 
ſervant, for in thy fight no man be jufifed. 
If you are called to anſwer for one. Tranſgreſſi- 
on, you» are undone; if you are called to ac«- 
count ſor one, vou ile under the condemnation 
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of all; but when Chriſt is become your Life 
then all your Guilt is removed; no juſtificati- 
on but by Chriſt alone. The Diſeaſes and Di- 
ſtempers of our Souls are our ſins, the guilt of 
ſin is a wound that is cut deep in the Soul: 
No when a Soul is brought under the healing 
Wings of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, he heals 
this Wound, Pſal. 103. 3. Who forgiveth all thy 
Iniquities, and healeth al thy Diſeaſes : Sin cuts 
off a Creature from God, and ſo maketh a 
Wound, which now is heated and made up - 
When they are pardoned, forgiveneſs and heal- 
ing is all one with them in the Prophet, Hoſea 
14. 4. [will heal their backſlidings, I will love them 
freely ; the Juſtification freely by his Grace, as 
the Apoſtle calls it. Poor ſinner, thou that 
ever kneweſt what {in was, What a Wound it 
wasto thy Soul, kneweſt that thy pardon was 
a healing in thee ; ſo then this ariſing is, by his 
Spirit in his Word he conveyeth the Blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the merit thereof maketh it 
over to the poor Soul that beheveth, to the do- 
ing away of all the Guilt that lay on the Soul; 
alſo. taketh away that Anguifh and Trouble 
that did lie upon the Soul: When a Wound 18 
healed, the Anguiſh and {mart is taken away, 
tho' it may be, while ſearched and tented, there 
will be {tmaxt and fore, yet afterwards it is ta- 
ken away. Broken Bones are nothing to a bro- 
ken Heart, nor the broken Fleſh any thing to 
a broken Bone, The Lord healsthe broken Heart, 
he bindeth up their Woynds, Pſal. 141. 3. 1 have 
ſeen hit van I will heal him,ſaith the Lord. Fe 
ſpeaks to the conditions of a poor: diſconſolate 
Soul under the ſenſe of God's Wrath, Ia. 57. 8, g. 
He was wrath and ſmote him, yea, he did hide, and was 

xrath, Oh how this troubles a poor. Soul ! He 
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cannot but have his Heart full of Darkneſs» * 
Terror and Trouble, that hath the Face of God 
hidden from him. Well, faith the Lord, tho' 
he did walk frowardly before me, gave me not 
my ends in ſiniting him, > Iwill beal him; 
and wherein doth this heaſing conſiſt? Alas! 
In reſtoring Joy and Comfort to him. The 
785 Soul was overwhelmed with Sorrow, his 
cart was ready to fail and ſink within him; 
and leſt it ſhould do fo, he will heal him: Here 
is a healing indeed, the healing of broken 
Bones and broken Hearts; the Lord Jeſus was 
anointed by the Father, for this very purpoſe, 
with the Oil of Joy and Gladneſs above his 
Fellows, that he might ſpeak in due ſeaſon, th t 
he might bind up the broken Spirits. The 
Lord Jeſus delighteth to do this Will and Work 
of his Father. O he loveth to be doing with 
broken Hearts! And O that we had Work for 
the Lord Jeſus ! This day he is among us now, 
to ſee if there be any Heart in this condition, 
that he may heal us, it is his delight to do it. 
O how doth many a poor Sou! come under an 
Ordinance with an hartleſs Mind, cold and 
dead, and his Heart doth burn within him, 
while the Lord by his Spirit hath Communion 
with him in thoſe Ordinances, What retreſh- 
ing doth ariſe to a poor weary Soul, when the 
Lord that createth the Fruits of the Lips, ſpeak- 
eth Peace to ſuch troubled and weary Souls! 
He reviveth the Spirits which languiſn, and 
are ready to go out. As the poor Birds that in 
the Winter are hard put to it; ſome he, you 
hardly know where, as if they were dead or 
dying; when the Sun returneth, how doth xt 
revive their httle Spirits that were dead bar ! 
AC 


1 


"FL . 
CV 248 ———— ͤ 
2 #. I v / bb ed . 1 0 inn 8 —_— . 89＋—— «a> 


+ 
) 


- 


132 hut a Choiſthans Lite, 
The Night brings a heavineſs and burden along 
with it to the Body, but in the morning when 
the Sun ariſeth, how doth it enliven and en- 
lighten! Oh ſo it is in this caſe, many poor 
Souls can ſay by experience, when darkneſs 
hath been long on them, they have no light, 
no comfort, no refreſhment, no breathing of 
the Spirit to their Apprehenſions in Ordinances 
on their Heart. O how have their Hands 
hanged down, and their Knees feeble, and 
knock one againft another for feebleneſs! And 
that which was within them 1n their own Ap- 
prebenſion ready to die! But no ſooner hath 
the Lord Jeſus, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, look- 
ed on them, but they have had 

Mr. Murcer. their Amale-bones ſtretched, The 
'Foy of the Lord is their ffrength, 

eh, 8. 10. The Saint» indeed ſometimes may 
have ſome Graces that may not be in exercile ; 
but there are other Graces ſet on work, ſo that 
a Soul {titl lives a fruitful Life. While you are 
ignorant of Chriſt, there is no going forward 
whatever ; whatever Duties we do, it is all 
but an heap of Ignorance ; Legal Repentance is 
Juch Sorrow as is in Hell; but they that know 
Chriſt, go forth of themſelves to Chrilt tor all. 
Firſt; the Soul goes from his own Righteout- 
neſs, all becomes as filthy Rags, he goes forth 
from himſelf; you will never thrive while un- 
der the old Alam; no believing in Chriſt, no 
living on Chriſt, until the Soul goes out of him- 
ſelf: before you can ſee Chriſt glorious, you 
muſt go out of your ſelves, Cant. 3. 11. Go forth, 
O ye Daughters of Zion, and behold King Solomon 
vith the Grown wherewith his Mother crowned him 
in th: day of his Eſpoufals, and in the day of the 
gladneſ; 
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gladne ſi of his Heart. It is a glorious croninng ³¹ 
when we are crowned with Chriſts Crown ; 
but a withered Crown, when we are crownell | 
with our own Doings ar.d Duties. The Pha- 
riſces never thrived under any thing they did, 
becauſe they did not come forth of themſelves, 
Go forth from your ſins, from your ſelves, out 


ol your ſelves to Chriſt for your Lite. A poor 


Man hath nothing at home, and he goes. torth 
every day for ſomething to live on ; So a poor 
Belicyer cries, Lord, I have nothing in my ſelf, 
I will live upon Chriſt for all; it is not enough 
that I have made a Profeſſion, or can hear a 
Sermon, or have got good Books; but, faith 
the Soul that knows Chriſt, 1 will Lye every 
day on Chriſt for new experience, for new ſup- 
plies every day for the manifeſtation of his 
Grace, of his Love, of his Peace ! The Natural 
Man is bound up in himſelf, and is fond of his 
Priſon. As the Prodigal, he was reſolved as 
long as he could get Husks, he would live on 
them, rather than go to his Fathers Houle for 
Bread, Many poor Creatures, while they can 
but ſpeak to God in Duty, (though they have 
many fears) they will hve on that, rather than 
co to Chriſt to be their Life. The Woman of 
Canaan was highly to be commended ; for 
when Chriſt told her, ſhe was a Dog, ſſie deſi- 
red'a Cramb, Why Woman, fure you may fare 
better than to five on Crumbs ? hat, have 
you nothing at home ? No, ſhe muſt live upon 
Chritt, for ſhe had not a Crumb of her own 
that would feed her Soul, Mat. 15; 25, 26, 27, 
She came and zorſhiped him, ſaying, Lord, help 
me : But he anſwered and ſaid, It 1s not meet to 


tale the Childreng Bread and to caſt it to Dogs: * 
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Phe ſaid, Truth Lord, yet the Dogs eat of the 
Crumbs which fall from their Maſter's Table. I 
ſhall never thrive till I am under Chriſt's Ta- 
ble: A Crumb from Chriſt will ſatishe me 
more than all my own Loaves : I am ſure not 
a word drops from him, but it is Life; not any 
Look from him, but it is Life; not any Coni- 
munication from him, but it is Life. So a Sor! 
that lives on Chriſt, he goes forth of himſelf. 
O pray how do you that have been ſo long 
without the knowledge of Chriſt, that live up- 
on your own Duties? A Believer will tell you 
hie lives better, and fares better now he is Chriſt's 
Beggar, and lies under his Table for a Crumb, 
than he did when he lived on his own ſtock. 
There is Liberty in this Life, F the Son male 
on free, ye are free indeed: You are but Bond- 
ſlaves by Nature; a Slave to the Devil, a Slave 
to the World, a Slave to your ſelves, in Bon- 
dage to the Law ; and I believe many Profeſ- 
{ors in this day underitand not theſe words, / 
the Son make you free, then are you free indeed. 
Many will be my to fay,Make me free? will 
pray my way to Heaven, I will hear my way 
to Heaven: Ay, but do what you will, while 
you are out of Chriſt you are in Bonds, it is on- 
ly Chrift can make you free, John 8. 36. If :be 
San made you free, ye ſhall be free indeed. The Ser- 
vant abideth not in the houſe for ever, but the Son 
abideth ever, the Servant ſhail be caſt forth. When 
you have done all, you ſhall be ſhut out 
of Heaven, if you are not a Son. The Servant 
abideth not in the Houſe for ever, but the Son 
abideth for ever. If you bring the belt of your 
Performances at the Great Day before the 
Lord, and hope to be accepted for yeur io doing f 
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if you ſhouly fay, Lord, receive me into t 
Kingdom of Glory, tor 1 have prayed and faſted, 
and gave Alms, lived inoffenſively to all, done 
hurt to none; as fare as you live now, the next 
word would be, 1 know you not, depart from me: 
We muſt be ſanctified by the Righteoutnets of 
Farh,which is of God in Chriſt, O what a bleſt- 
ed thing is it to be found in him! That was Pauls 
care and deſire, Phil. 3. 9. And be found in bim, 
not having mine own righteouſneſs which it of the 
Law, but that which is Ta the Faith of Chrif, 
the righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith, and be 
found in him: Theſe words have an Emphaſis in 
them, And be found in him: O take heed every 
one of you that hear me this day, that you be 
in Chriſt; not having mine own righteouſue „ faith 
the Apoſtle. What Paul? none ot your Sufterm?s, 
none of your Prayers, none of your Duties? no, 
none of them; theſe are good in their places, but 
i would hays none of them in point of ſuſtificati- 
on, but be found in Chriſt ; 1 defire the Riglite- 
ouſne's which ts of God by Faith. 

I tel! you Friends, you can never grow, tit] 
you come to live this Life, till the Sun 
of Kightcouſneſs riſes on your Souls, and you 
do forth of your ſelves, and hve on Chriſt, and 
hen you grow; why ? Becauſe then you are 
grafted into another Stock, John 1. 1, 2. Iam the 
rue Vine, and my Father is the Fladbandwan; every 
Branch in me? that beareth not Fruit he rakerh away; 
and every Branch that beareth Fruit, he purgeth it, 
Met i may Ur ing forth more Fruit. You mit be 
united and gratted into another Stock before you 
can bring forth Fruit, It may be ſome will tay, 
hat, have I hved 0 long, and have not taken 
one ſtep to Heaven ? I tell you, until you 
«now Chriſt, you have not taken one a 4 

P len- 
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Heavenwards ! many Duties performed, and 
yet the Man be where he was. Cana blind 
fee his way until his Eyes be opened? Can adead 
Man walk till he is raiſed from the Grave? Can 
a Man ſerve God, and pleaſe God, that is dead 
in ſin, under ſin? Dead Godwards, Heaven- 
wards ? Dead to the Life of Grace? Bleſſed be 
God for every moral Man, and I wiſh we had 
more of them in the World. But this is Salva- 
tion-work we are about, there is nothing below 
the ſaving Knowledge of Chriſt will give you en- 
trance into Glory. Be under Ordinances as leng 
as you will, not one ſtep do you take Heayen- 
ward till Chriſt comes to be your Life, then the 
Soul proſpers, then it hath liberty. Take a Soul 
that doth not know this Life of Chriſt, the Soul 
is under burdens : I will appeal to yotr Con- 
ſciences, until you came to know Chrift, was 
there not a burden on your Soul? If you ſhould 
have prayed all your Liſe, you could not get the 
Burden removed : And can a Man thrive under 
2 Burden, under Weights, under Preffures ? 
There is a Burden on the Conſcience; the poor 
Papiſt, the poor Legaliſt, the poor Formaliſt, 
when they have done all they can, come to ſepak 
with them, the weight is ſtill left behind. What 


Af a Man lives twenty or thirty years in Twricy, 


he is ſtill in Captivity, notwitbſtanding 411 is 
torl and pains, if he be not redeemed by paying 


à Ranſom for him. There is great plenty ©: 


Means among Profe ſſors, but ſtill there is a com 
plaining, I pray, and 1 hear, and I have no 
comfort ; but when Chriit comes to re with 
healing under his Wings, when a Soul be. 
holds bis Iniquities 13:4 on Chrilt, never to be 
charged on him more, then he ſerves the L019 
chearfully, walks cheartully with God in all the 

Duties 
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Duties of kis Heavenly Calling. While a Man 
bears his own Iniquity, he can never walk chears 
fully never ſerve God comfortably. Whatever 
a perſon does, while he lives on any thing below 
Chtiſt, he lives but diſcontentedly. Mhar gives 
the Soul relt and ſalisſaction muſt be as dara- 
ble as the Soul; for if we can poſſibly Mr. Flavels 
find in this World a condition Treatiſe ot 
ant tate of things moſt arveeable in the Soul, p. 
all other reſpetts to ou Deſires and 121. 

Wiſhes, yet if the Seul be conſcious to 
i: felf that it ſhall and muſt over-live and leave them 
ail behind it, it can never reach true contentment in 
the groate}} affluence and confluence of them. Man 
being an immortal, it therefore a proſpetting Cre ature, 
md can never be ſatisfied with this, that its well with 
him at preſent, except he can be ſatisſed that it hail 
be fo for eber. Do what you will, there is a dif- 
contentedneſs, if you have not Chriſt to take away 
the ſin of your Duties. When the Meſſengers ot 
came one after another, what, will you nevet 
we done ? He might have faid. No, not hi le 
all is gone; neither will the Law have done 
curſing you, nor Conſcience accuſing you, while 
you ate under the Guilt of fin, there comes one 
Meſſenger after another bringing the bad News, 
Whatever you do while you are Strangers to 
Caritt, you have nathing but ill News : The 
juſtice of God meets you, the Law condemns 
you, the Devil takes all advantages againſt you, - 
Yxecaufe you have not Chriſt to be your Righte- 
oulne(s : But whatever a Chriſtian meets with of 
Croſſes, Affliction, Reproaches, if he ſay, Cmeſt 
h peaceably ? the Anſwer will be, I come 
peaceably, When Cuuiſt is become your Salvati- 
on, and hath taken away your Iniquity, there 
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is nothing comes to u but what comes peace- 
ably. Where is Daniel? In the Lion's Den: 
What, among thoſe deyouring Creatures? But 
there is the Angel of the Lord with lum to ſtop 
tlc Mouths. The three Children in the Fier 

Furnace ; but there is the Lord jeſus Chriſt wel 
hem. Wherc :s Aoſes ? on Mount Horeb; but 
there ts the Angel inthe burning Buſh with hin. 
Where are the Children of Iſrael in the Wilder- 
nos? In Affiiction; but the Angel of his Pre- 
tence is with them, 1/a. 63.9. In all ch. ir Affifti- 
on he mas agi led, and the Angel of his Preſence 
bed them; in lit love and in his pity he redeemed 


4 


him, au he bare them, and carried them all the 


tho eu And where art thou, Soul, that 
Gbr hy Life in A Hictions? All is for good, 
allis1n love e There is not one Providence comes, 
but it is for thy good. How can you love God 
when you lived:icontentedly ? How can you de- 
light in God, while vou fear God is angry with 
you ? White you think;tho J haye been at Duty, 
I have not done enough : Here will be au Oppo- 


ſition againſt Duty; a carna! Heart cannot hold 


Put long; and what you do will be but with 
difcontent. What Profit have we, that we have 
fifted and prayed, and thou regardeſt it not? 
Many Perſons look after large Experſſions, and 
great Enlargements; when they muſs of them, 
they are diſcoritented ; as Fonah was, becautc his 
Gnord withered. Here is a diſcontented Pro- 
feſſor, as well as an humble Chriſtian: Ibe 
humble Chrittian complains ; why? Becauſe he 
cannot believe more, nor love God more, nor 
lerve God better: But the diſcontented Profetior 
complaints for want of Gifts and Enlargements. 
Sliall we brug thouſands of Rams, or ten — 

ands 


_— 


— — 


Chuſt a Chuſtians Life. 135 
ſands of Rivers of Oyl, or my firſt born for my 
Tranſgreſſions; the Fruit of my Body for the un 
of my Hul, Micab 6, 7. What a proud: abſurd 
Queition is this? A carnal Heart will do any 
thing, rather than come to Chriſt, and yet have 
vo Contentment in what they do. But Squl, 
when Chriſt becomes thy Lite, and the glorious 
Divine Beams of his Grace ſhine on your Soul, 
you will live acontented Life; all comes through 
Chriſt's hands; all your Bleflings and Mercies 
are bought with the Blood of Chriſt, all your 
Duties ſanctified by Chriſt :Surely this Soul muſt © 
needs thrive. We fav diſcontentedneſs makes an 
unthriving Perſon, Indeed it is 1mpotſible the 
Soul that is not united to Chriſt ſhould thrive, 
for he hath altogether Impoſſibilities before him: 
It is impoſſible {oF qu to reach Heaven with your 
Duties, to get your {ins done away with all yout 
Teears and Prayers, withotit. yon are wach d in 
the Blood of Chriſt that cicanteth from all Sin, 
John 1.7. If ypu can fulfil the Law, you thall 
ive by the Works of the Law, but it is an un- 
poſible things: It you can pray your way to 
Glory, you thall be ſaved; it is impoſlible: But 
when a Min comes to Chriſt, he takes away all 
te Irapoilibylities, To what purpoſe were a Mau 
commanded to bring ina Sum ot Mony of his 
own to ſave his Life, if he never had it, nor ever 
will have it to pay? Murſince the Fall hath not, 
nor never can have àa Power of his own to obey 
God's Commands. Whatever God commands, 
Crit hath done it for the Believer ; what ever 
Law commands, or Juftice demands, it is all dorie 
for you by Chrilt,” Saith the Apoſtle, As ſat the 
Works of the Law, if you can do them, you thail - 
live ia them, Cal. 3.5. For as many 4s are f the - 
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Forks of the Lan, are under the Curſe ; for it is nrit- 
ten, Curſed is every one that contingerh nat in all 
things which are uritten in tHe Book of the Law to do 
them, Gal. E 22. But Scripture bath concluded all 
under Sin, that the promiſe by Faith of Feſus Chri t 
wiight be given to them that believe. Verſe 23. Bu 
before Faith came we nere lept under the Lam, hu: 
u unto the Faith which ſhould afterward be reveal- 
- 1 oy 55 we For Je, Ge hone fon 
that the promiſe by Faith of feſus Chriſt might le 
given to 7 that believe.. Chriſt comes and o- 
pens the Priſon Doors, lets the Soul out from Un- 
belief, lets the Soul out from under the Curſe of 


the Law. How. does Chriſt let the Soul from Pri- 


fon ? Chriſt comesta the Heart, cauſeth it to be: 
Jeve ; the Soul now believes the Promiſes, takes 
bold of Chriſt in the Promiſe; Chriſt comes to 
the Unbelicver, to the. Soul under the fear of 
God's Wrath and Curſe, aſfiſting it with a Di- 
vine Promiſe, working Faith in the Heart. As 
ſuppoſe a Soul is under the burden of his Sins, 
and fouls ſay, T am fo great a Sinner, I fea 
T thall never obtain Mercy; Chriſt comes with 
this Promiſe, 7: is a faithful Saying, and worthy of 
all Accep ation, that * ſus came into the Wor id 
to fave Sinners, of Whom I am chief. The believing 
Sinner Jayeth Hold on Chriſtin the Promiſes, aud 
findeth Relief. The Soul lies burdened with the 
ſenle of God's Wrath for ſin, Chriſt comes en 
with that Promiſe, Come to we all ye that are 

avy laden, and I will give you reff, Saith the 

put, Bit ſo indeed? What, reſt in. Chriit tor 
me? What, will Chriſt give me reſt? The Soul 
cloſes with the Promiſe, makes Chriſt ns Lile 
and Reſt to live upon. As ſuppoſing a Man ſhould 
de in a Crowd among Pikes, and Guns, and Hal- 


berts, 
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herts, among miſchicvous Men; he is afraid one 
will wound him, another kill him; but comes a 
Friend of his, and a ſtrong Man, and carries him 
through all. So does Cbriſt when a poor Soul is 
under fear in himſelf, he is afraid of every 
Frown. of every Trouble ; Chrift comes and 
carries him through all, from the Curſes of the 
Law, from the Wrath of God, from ſinking Fears, 
by applying himſelf a ſuitable Remedy, who 
died for their ſins, and roſe again for their Iliſti- 
fication No the Soul goes out and is at Liber- 
ty, Until you know this Life, you are but poor 
Pritoners, Slaves and Servarts, and you do Du- 
t but in Servitude, till you come to Know Chriſt, 
hie Soul that knows Chriſt {Hall grow; many 
go not grow, and they think it is for want of 
ſucha Grace, or for want of Gifts and Enlarge- 
ments.But here is the fault, It is in not living up- 
on Odriſt, and making him your Life: As you 
now the Flowers and Roots that are in the Earth 
peep up their Heads in Spring, as if they were re- 
yer g to fee a jubile. So does a Soul that hath 
been tugging under the Law, that hath not 
noen Chrilt. When Chrift comes to ſhine on 
tne Soul; the Soul comes to look up and to breath 
ina new Air, Now Chriſt appears to his Soul, 
he ust were hears a new Voice, Come away m 
Reloved, the Viinter it paſt, the ſinging of Bird: is 
cone, Cant. 2. 10. Ay beloved fpake, and ſaid uno 
mr, rife up my Love, my fair one, and come any. 
Vert. 11. For lo the Viinter is paſt, the Rain is over 
int gone, Verſ. 12. The Flowers appear, that is, 
nen the glorious Spring comes the Sun ſhines 
warm and glorioully ! and what then ? The 
bring ig come, the Flowers appear on the Earth, 
ne dune of che ſinging of Birds is come, andthe 
: YOICTE 
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voice of the Turtle is heard in our Land, the Fig- 
Tree putteth froth her green Figs. When the Sou! 
comes to live by Faith in Chriſt, and grow up in 
Chriſt, it puts forth green Leaves. They are all 
withered Duties that are performed out of Chriſt. 
Perſons may make a great Diſcourſe of Religion, 
and be divided into Parties, and they will al! 
pretend to on Chriſt; whereas if they are exa- 
mined, they deny Chriſt. But the Souls that 
do live on Chriſt, they do bring forth Fruit. 
What is the Law but the Winter to the Soul? 
Ari ſe, faith Chriſt, ay Love, my fair one, and come 
away, for lo the Winter is paſt, the Kain is over, A 
Man you know can't travel in Rain, becauſe cr 
the Floods. The Floods of God's Wrath arc 
dryed up when you come to know Chriſt. The 
Rain is ſweet and pleaſant when it comes dowr: 
moderateſy ? but when it comes down haſtily 
and in abundant manner, it cauſes Floods. 
Whatever à Soul does, until it knows God in 
Chriſt, there arc Floods of Wrath between God 
and them. But when a Sou! comes to know 
Chrift, ail God's Dealing are like moderate Rain. 
Riſe up my Love and come away, for lo the 
Winter is paſt, the Rain is over; no Rain to 
binder you from God, no Rain to keep you from 
the enjoyment of him: Mild all your Mercics 
are as Rain; ay, and all your Afflictions tov : 
Then you may go through all Trials chearfully 
to Heaven; you: my meet God imiling on von 
in every Trouble and Affliction. After a grea! 
Rain, how doubtingly does a Man go on 4% 
Journey? chere are great Floods of Water; 1 can- 
not go on with comfort, I fear deep Gults in the 
way ; but when the Floods are dried up be gges 
forward comfortably. So does a Soul when he 
COints 
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comes to live en Chriſt, he goes forward with 
Toy. We may ny to a Chrittan, you have great 
Atfictions, and great Temptations ; but it 1s 
al! {weet ; thete is no fear of God's Anger, Chriſt 
hath taken all that away, The more 1 pray; 
{aith the Believer, the more I 2am encouraged 10 
pray, the more Ido act Faith, the ſtronger | find 
my Faith; but till you come to believe in this 
Chriſt, to make him your Life, you go on very 
feebly, very deubringly ; and the Soul many 
times cries our, L Haint, I fear I Hall not come to 
Glory when have done all: And many under 
Convictious go backagain, and caſt off Religion. 
What is the matter? Truly, I fear I ſhall not 
come to Glory when I have done alle And many 
under Convictions go back again, and caſt off 
Religion. What is the matter? Truly, L fear! 
ſhall not hold out, I ſhall not reach Heaven at 
jaſt. But when you come to know Chriſt, faith 
the Soul, I know whatever I meet with I {hall be 
brought home fafe to Glory. O then what 
miſerable Doctrin is that of falling from Grace! 
As if Chriſt would bring Believers half way to 
Heaven, and then leave them. Hath this Glort- 
ous Redeomer undertaken this for the Believer, 
and at laſt will he leave him? No, no; if you 
avemade Chriſt your Life, you thall certainly 
be brought home fate to Glory. 

Secondly, if it be ſo that a Believers Life is 
wrapt up in Chriſt's Life, then a Believer lives a 
happy Life. ü N 

I hall branch theſe forth into ſeveral partt- 
culars, to ſhew wherein this Happineſs confitts. 

Frſt, He that lives on Chriſt lives an happy 
Life, becauſe it is a ſuitable Life to an immortal 
Sout ; while perſons live upon any thing below 

| hriſt, 
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| _ Chriſt, it is nothing but a little Duſt, 2 little 
Earth. What is Gold, or Silver, or Honour, or 
Life, or Liberty without Chriſt? Such is the na- 
ture of the Soul, that it is not fittgd to live upon 
groſs, material and periſhing things, as the Body 
doth. The Food of every Creature is agreeable 
to its Nature. One cannot ſubſiſt upon that 
which another doth, as we ſee among feverat forts 
of Animals. That is food to one, is none to ano- 
ther. In thefame place there is found a Root 
which is fit for Swine, a Stalk which is Food for 
Sheep, a Flower which feeds the Bee, and a Seed 
on which the Hirds Live. The Sheep cannot live 
on the Root as the Swine doth, nor the Bird on 
the Flower :.3 the Bee doth, but every one feeds 
upon the Plants, which are agreeable to its 
| nature; ſo its here, our Bodies being of an earth- 
Iy material nature, can live upon thines earthly 
] and material, as moſt agreeablet o him that can 
| reliſh and fuck ſweetneſs out of theſe thines : 
But the Soul can find nothing therein ſuita- 
| - ble to its nature, and ap- 
pets it muſt have fpiritnal Af, Flavel. 

ood, or perith. 

Now to hveChriſt is the only faitable Life 
to an immortal Soul. A precious Soul muſt have 
fomething precious to live upon; there 1s nothing 
can purchaie the redemption of the Soul: No one 
can redeem his Brothers Soul, that is too precious, 
Pſal. 49. 7, 8. None of them can by any means re- 
em his Brother, nor give to Geld a ranſorn for him 
a for the redemption of the Soul i; 8 and it ceaf- 
eth for ever. Every thing is below thts imme 


tal Soul; none can redeem his Brothers Sou! : 
no, not by his Riches, nor by his Prayers ot 
Duties, without Chriſt become his Life. Ihe 

| red m- 
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redemption of the Soul is too precious to be 
bought by any Duties that can be cone; 
Prayers, or Tears, or Faſting cannot buy a Soul ; 
therefore it muſt be a precious Chriſt that muſt 
be the Life of the Soul ; for he 18 ſuitable to an 
immortal Soul ; as we ſpeak concerning our natu- 
ral Conſtitutions. When Health is wanted, we 
{ay the perſon muſt have that which 1s ſuitable ; 
if they give him Food, we tell him he wants Phy- 
ſick ; if he have Phyſick, we tell him he wants 
Air; if he have this, we tell him he wants Con- 
tentment; and ſo if they do not hit of that which 
is ſuitable, the Man is loſt : A Man may be kill- 
ed with Food as well as for wa kit; and like- 
wiſe with Phyſick as well as e want of it : So 
if we do not hit of that which is ſuitable, it 1s 
the deſtruction of the Body. So if we do not hit 
of that which is ſuitable to the Soul, it is the 
Death of the Soul. Suppoſe a great many per- 
{ons endeavoured to make a Cure, but they mils 
of that which is ſuitable, then there can be no 
Cure wrought, The poor Papiſts tlunł to ſave 
thcr Souls by truſting to their own Merits, and 
their feigned Purgatory ; but alas? they mils 
the mark, So ſome carnal Proteſtants, they will 
do many things, and think to gain eternal Lite. 
\ ken they are convinced of ſin, they will run 
to Duty; they do well; but if they make that 
their Saviour, there they miſs theſlitable (2009, 
me they go to Reformation, they do well; but 
that will not do, if reſted on ; or to truſt to their 
own endeavours,or own purpoſes, they ſettle on 
a kalle bottom, all miſs the Mark of this glorious 
bigh Cailing in Chriſt Jeſus. I were therefore too 
braitifh and unreaſonable, of a man that undes tt ood 
the nature of hit on Saul, to Chear it ap with the 
i? * LY 
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| ſrores of earthly Proviſions made for 
Mr. Flavel's it, as he did, Lake 12. 20. Iwill 
Treatiſe of the fay to my Soul, Soul, thou haſt 
Soul. p. 59. laid up Goods for many years, 
| cat, drink, and be merry. A. 
las the Soul can no more eat, drint, and be merry 
with carnal things, than the Body with ſpiritual and 
immaterial things ; it cannot fied; upon the Bread that 
periſheth, it can reliſh no more in the beft and dain- 
tieff 3 of an earthly gronih, then in the White of 
an ; but bring it to 4 reconcile4 God in Chri/, 
to the Covenant of Grace, and the ſweet promiſes of the 
Goſpel ; ſet before it the Foys, Comforts and Earnef; 
of the Spirit; ani I it be a ſanctiſied, renewed Hul, 
it can make 4 Neat upon theſe. Theſe make a 
Feaſt of fat things full of marrow, as is expreſſed, Ila. 
25. 6. Hiritua hing: are proper, for 4 ſpiritual and 
immaterial Soul. Tf a Phyſician gives a thouſand 
Medicines, and miſs of the right, the Man dies. 
Evcry Man walks in the Name of his God, but 
how many arc ignorant of Chriſt, who 1s the Lite 
of the Soul > Now notwithſtanding all Dutics 
and Performances, they want a precious Chriſt 
for a precious Soul. At firſt Man lived on his 
own Works, but when he ſinned, the Soul had 
an immortal ſtroke, that can never be healed by 
ak his Works: It muſt be Chriſt that muſt re. 
deem his immortal Soul. When Adam had hin- 
ned, God ſaid, Thos ſhal: die, that is, in dying 
thou ſhalt die a double Death; while he uc, 
he lived a dying Life. To live Chriſt, it is a fun- 
able Life; a precious Chriſt for a precious Sou! 15 
ſuitable. For. ; 
Firſt, The Redemption of the Soul is precious; 
they are not redeemed with corruptible things, 
as Filvet and Gold, but with the precious Blood 


4 


i 


r we oo ee ef + 4 — — 


© "Chailt a Chiiftfans Life. 147 


of Chriſt, 1 Pet. 1. 18, * Eph. 1.7. In hom 
ze have redemption through his Blood, the forgivene(s 
of ſins, according to the riches of his Grace. Now 
this Redemption becomes not the Soul, till a Soul 
lives on Chriſt ; but this Redemption is ſuitable 
to a Soul under the wrath of God, under fin, aud 
under Guilt. ; | 

Secondly, Pardoning Grace 18 very precious : 
And it is in Chriſt alone that the Soul can be par- 
doned. Pardon is a precious Jewel to an imortal 
Soul. It is only living and laying hold on Chriſt, 
that this pardoning Grace is conveyed to the Soul. 
Bleſſed is the man whoſe tranſgreſſion is forgiven 
tim, whoſe iniquity is covered. Bleſſed is the man to 
whom the Lord will not impute fin, Rom 8. 32. Pal. 

1. 2. An immortal Soul is precious in its being; 
et for want of a pardon is miſerable to all 

ternity, becauſe of its precious Excellency and 
Nature, that wants the higheſt perfection to live 
upon him alone; and not having him to be their 
Life, their Death is more miſerable than any 
Creature ; becauſe other Creatures, when - they 
die, there is an end of their Miſery. If a Man be 
condemned to die, that is a Malefactor, if under 
the ſenſe of his miſerable end, looks upon him- 
{c}f better never to have been born, better never 
to have lived on Earth, than to make ſuch &*: 
end. A Soul out of Chriſt is the moſt milFable 
Creature that can be ; for the excellency of the 
unmortal Soul is caſt down tothe greateſt miſery, 
becauſe it wants that, which alone is the Souls 
cure and happineſs, 

Thirdly, Chriſt is ſuitable to the Soul, in that 
there is a righteouſneſs ſuitable to cover the Soul. 
Allthe Gold and Silver, and Jewels in the World, 
will not be of any account to an immortal Soul, 
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when it ſtands naked before God. But Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs is a precious Garment, that cloaths 
the Soul that is naked in fin. Buy of me white 
raiment, thou art poor miſerable and naked : but 
I counſel you to buy of meGold tried in the Fire, 
that thou mayeſt be gich ; and white Raiment, 

that thou may elt! be cloathed, and that the ſhame 
of thy nakedneſs may not appear. Here is a 
cloathing for the Soul, or elſe it will remain na- 
ked for ever, and have nothing to keep off the 
Wrath of God. When a Soul is convinced and 
awakened, and affected with the Love of Chritt, 

when the Beams of his Divi ine Love and Grace 
break into the Soul embracing Chriſt, what a 
quick ſight and ſenſe hath a Soul of Divine Com- 
forts and Blcfiings ? And on the other hand, 

what a quick fight and ſenſe hath a Soul of the 
Wrath of God, that is awakened under the fene 
of 1ts Guilt and Miſery. Many have ſtifled their 
Conviction, being fwallow of up in Senſuality, 

and are apt to forget the wwrakenings of Conſci- 
ence by reaſon of the hardneis of therr Hearts, and 
blindneſs of their Minds ; but when God comes 
to awaken thee thoroughly, that ye {hall not 
ſleep again, then the Soul hath a deep ſenſe of the 
Wrath of God. If we could have fpoken wit h 
Judas defore he hanged himſelf, he would | have 
told you, he had Heil begun here. If you wall 
have ſpoke with Cain, he would tell you, be 

ſound the Terrors of Hell while here on Earth. 
Were we to ſpeak to deſpauing Souls vet out 
of Hell, they will tell you their Souls are naked 
to Divine Vengeance ; apply to them what Com- 

forts you will, there 18 nothing will do them 
good, without an Application of Chriſt to t| heir 


Souls; and as tliey are awakened here, {0 they 
Wilt 
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feel another Day what they now fear, P/al. 
90, 11, What is ſuitable to the Soul but Chrift? 
Hive not many gone with all their Gifts, and 
parts, and Duties to Hell? What will ſerve tins 
* mortal Soul but the Robes of Chritt's Righte- 
oulne 6 > That alone will fave from the Wrath 
ot God, and will alone bring the Soul in the 
larour and. love of God: IT. herefore to know and 
behold Chriſt, is the only ſuitable good tor an 
Immorta 1 Soul, We ſay, when we ſſee a Man 
tailed from Death, by the uſe of means, How hap- 
py it was he was directed to that means or Phyſi- 
cian. Ahl but thrice happy, yea, everlaſtingly happy 
art thou, if thou art directed to know Chriff 
his is the only Righteouſneſs that can cloath 
yOu to ſtand in God's Preſence, and be lave 4 
from the Wrath to come, Then further, as there 
's in Chriſt precious Pardon and precious 
Rightecuſffieſs to cover the Soul: So there is preci- 
dus Peace fuitable. When a Man hath not 
Peace with God, he is a miſerable wretched Man. 
For a Manto be followed up and down where- 
ever lie goes with the Wrath of a ſin- reyenging 
oc, that he cannot come to G15 But where- 
ver he ge 05 he is afraid Divine Vengeance will 
{2320 lim. What a dreadful Rate is it! 
| Fifthly, To have Chriſt our Life is ſuitable, 
OY Uwe Chriſt lives for ever, and your Soul lives 
4b; and you mult have ſomething to u pholi 
nem tor erer. All the Sams in Heaven, though 
Vive tor ever; and all the Angels, thous, * 
ve for ever, tl ey cannot help you, if you 
t Chriſt for yours. If Chriſt, who is at 
Gods * 2 Hand, is not vour Lite, wh ere 7211 
br ir immortal Souls fink ! How |: pp is it to 
ve proviud fur an Immortal Liſe! Thy Throne, 
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O God, is for ever and ever + The Scepter of thy 
Kingdom is a right Scepter, Pſaligg. 6. The Sol 
liveth for ever, and therefore a ſhort od, tho never 
fo full, is not commenſurate t0 it. 
Mr. Murcot on There muſt be certitudo æternæ 
the Parable of fruitionis. There muſt be a 
the ten Virgms. never-dying Life, and that 
muſt be a Life wrapt up in 
Chriſt, Your Life is hid with Chriſt in God 
ere long you will all go out of this World, and 
muſt appear before God; and if you have not 
Chriſt for your Lite, what will you do? What 
a Folly is it to make any thing your Hope be- 
low Chriſt ; be it Riches, or Honours, or Duties? 
alas! theſe will all fail you. Saith 70% the Baptiſt, 
Ihve a decreaſing Life. He mutt increaſe, but 
] muſt decreaſe, Fohn 3. 20. but he is yeſterday 
and to day the fa:ne for ever; but all other things 
will wither and dic. Therefore how good is it 
to live in Chriſtl Take aSoul naked out of the, Bo- 
dy, and ſhew it all the Riches, and Honcurs?aind 
Bleihngs of the World; Alas! they can do it no 
good. Saith the Man my Soul that Ives tot 
ever, that never dies. It is immortal Lite = 
my Soul mult be bound up in; ſo that] tay, to 
live Chiriſt is a ſuitable Life, in that it is ſuitablc. 
to a Soul that lives for ever. We ſee Per ſons arc 
careful that they may lay up ſomething to hcl; 
them when they cannot work, and arc care.tu! 
to lay up ſomething for their Children; and alas 
will you provide tor a mortal Late, for a p00: 
dying Boly, and will you not provide for your 
unmortal, ever-living, never-dying Souls? © 
lay hold on Chriſt now, that you may hy 0 
ever! Ee long you muſt be gone from hence, aud 
tien no more praying, nor bearing. And you 
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that reſt on Duties, c're long you can reſt no 
more on them ; and yc u that are carcleſs and for- 
mal in Duties, or negligent of them, ere long 
ye ou will have no more Opportunities: And you! 
that arc careleſs of getting Chriſt, ere long you 
will have no more Offers of Chriſt. There are 
tf 


thereon Fools J have minded, mentioned in 

e Holy Scriptures. Firſt, The Fool that laid 
up much on Earth, but did not live to Rn 
An nd! he next, The Fool that hid up ſo Uttle 

1 lived beyond it. In Late 12. 29. we have all 
count of the Fo o! that laid up a great deal on 
arch; he thuught he bad a long time to live 
10 ith he, Hul, tale thine aſe, thou hat ie 
% fir many years. This was a Fool indeed, for 
be had not provided for, nor thought what 
would become of his Immort, a Soul. Thou Pool, 
halt thou not tho ght of tl LY Immo ta! Soul > Of 
thy aaa; ? Thou halt! id up for thy Body 
fx a long time, thi T7 97 [ba ul thy 5 55e SY 22 
d of thee, thou {halt Jive 1 longer here. 
Wat, take the ught for 8 for Riches, and 
10 thought for an immortal Sou! ! No thoughts 
ta Chriſt to fave thre to all Eternity? Many 
W wel] take great thought about the chin 5 Of this 
| orld, but no the ght for a Cl. ruſt, tor t be * 
undrtal Souls. You | lave e 10agh laid up k 
any Years as you think, but vt un be not be 

iy Moments, It you have not a Chrilt, ou 
«re not fate for one moment. And what W Ä 

2% 40 f! che Lord {ay to thee 514 Ri night 2 214 thy 


55 i of thee? © Fool, halt thou not 
[0 thing laid up for tunc t come, when thou 
| alt not an hour d live? Tild vi eu had the dug 
tor the things of this Lite, when thou haft not. 
Heut one thought for the things of atotitar Lite? 
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This mad Fool, he laid up Goods for longer than 

e had time to enjoy them. Conſidered for a 
great while to come, and yet laid not up any 
thing for hie Immortal Soul, that was to livefor 
ever, this night [hall hy Soul be required of thee ; 
thou ſhalt have no more time in this World, and 
haſt thou not laid up for Eternity? O Man or 
Woman, what a Fool att thou, that doit not 
look after Chriſt ! That doſt not ſeek in good 
exrneſt for thy immortal Soul to be happy to all 
Eternity! The ſecond Fools that are mentioned, 
are, They that out- lived their Eſtate, they had 
not enough to keep them. I warrant, you wil! 
ſay, they wanted care in this World ; and you 
ſhall hear many worldly Men fay, That will not 

do, T will take care to lay up fomething for a 
ſpending time ; but it 18 not worldly Riches we 
are concerned about, but higher matters, it is 
Spirtwual things. The Foolith Virgins out-!:ved 
their Eftates, they ſurvived them, they had no! 
enough to maintain them; my meaning 18, they 
wanted faving Grace, they took much pains 122 
outward Truths, yet wanted Grace to caryy them 
late to Glory, You may live on. Dutics a: 
Performances, and the out- ſide of Religion; and! 
teil you your Immortal Souls wilt ous- live vour 
Duties, and be undone for not having a Cir? 
Your Souls will out-live all external Dns 
and Ordinances, and if you have not Iivcu on 
Chriſt, you are undone, The foolith Virgms 
thought they had done very well, and had gr! 
enough to keep them to all Eternity; they 5-: 
out with the wiſe, and kept along with then 
bur here was the diſterence, the one had Chen 
in them, and the other was without lim; the 
one had Chriſt in their Hearts, and the oo 
lad 
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had only the Notions of Chriſt in their Heads; 
the one lived on Chriſt in their Duties, and the 
other lived on their Duties without Chriſt; the 
wiſe Virgins Lamps kept burning, becauie 
they had Oil of Grace, and Chriſt was in them, 
the Hope of Glory; but the fooliſh Virgins they 
wanted Oil in their Lamps; yet what confi- 
dence had they that theirCondi:ion was good, which 
did appear by their Confidence to the very laſt, 
Mat, 25. 10. Afterward came alſo the other Vir- 
gins, and ſaid, Lord, Lord, open to ut; {ure we 
have ſome part in thee, ſure we have ſome Trea- 
fire here: No, faith Chriſt, you have none at 
all, I knew yen not. They begged Oil of the 
wile, Give us of your Oil, for our Lamps are gone 
ox: They out-hved all their Duties and Gifte, 
and were miſerably poor for want of Grace, 
My Friends, be you never ſo outwardly religi- 
ons, if you have not Chriſt in you, you will 
out live all your Duties and Righteouſneſs, 
Prayers and Tears, and all Duties will be over; 
and if you have not Chriſt to your Righteouſ- 
neis, yon will be very poor at laſt: None fo 
poor as thoſe that lie down in the Grave with- 
dur z Chriſt. Give vs of your Oil, ſor our Lamps 
cre gene t. We have no Oil. What have you 
been doing all this while? What, fo long a 
Praying People? So long Hrarers? So long Pro- 
teſtors, and have you not a Chriſt for your Souls? 
hey thought they had Oi! enough in their 
Lamps, but were miſerably miſtaxen. Many 
mk certainly if they pray and hear, they tha!l 
10:0 Heaven; if they come to the Lord's Supper, 
and are baptized, and have other Ordinances, 
they ſnall go to Heaven. Why Friends, the 
fooluh Virgins were all this, ya, and more 

than 
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than this ;. for many Perſons may have ſcanda 
lous Lives outwar: uy, but thete were called 
Virgins ; they. ivalked fouprichily, none could 
charge them with Hypocriſc ; none could ſay 

black was their Eye, tillat laſt they {lept = 
oth ers flumbred. T he je: lit, tet ns ir faces Flea- 


de nuard, as well as the wiſe ; only the IHnocrites 
they N thei i ? ce, ONE 2 2. YOP an: 141 er, 4s 
—_ men do. But What was the diflerence ? 


The wile Virgins made Cant Ir Lite, and 
the fooliſh lived upon ther dun! Duties wi 
out Chritt. Many chu“ themſelves very w ell 
becauic they do perform Dutice, and attend on 
Ordinances, and can diicoutſe of Chritt 2 But 
do vou know what it is to have Ciriſt your 
Life? When the fooliſn Virgins found Chr 1 
was come, then cried, Alas! We Ire undone 4 
we have lived on cur own ſtock, and we want 
2 Lite beyond all that we have keg, And the 
foolith ſaid to the niſe, oive #; 9, Oi: Have 
you no O1l t ſpare us? No, nene: All the 
gels in Heaven, nor Saints in Heaven Canin 
belp a poor ſinner, that hath not made Ci ritt 
his Life, He that bath molt of Chriſt, cannot 
part with any of Cbriſt; be thi 5 hath molt 
Grace cannot part with any when. he Comes te 
die. O, faith the graceleſs Soril w lien he comes 
to die, give me of your Oil, have not you eme 
to ſpare ? Ihe ungodly uche nd will with 
himſelf ip the co adition of the Godly Wife, the 
Uugodly Parent of their Godly Child, the Un- 
godiy Children in the condition of the godly 
Parent, If the ungodly Child mould cry to 
the Godly Parent, Oh for ſome of your Grace! 
Oh ſpare me ſome fo - Grace! The Autiver 


will be, no, no, we have little enough for our 
icly » 3 
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felves ; would we had more Grace, pray go and 
buy for your {elves : But alas! "Tis too late, we 
trifed with Chriſt and with Grace: I could 
go home after I heard a Sermon and be content, 
and thought it was well enough, though I ne- 
ver minded it any more : I was told, if I had 
not Chriſt I was undone : It was preach d to 
me, if I had not Chriſts Righteouineſs, I 
ſhould be found naked; but I did not mind it, 
nor regard it; but now It is too late. I indeed 
performed ſome Duties, becauſe I 
was afraid of Hell, and becauſe Conſcience 
would not let me alone, I kept to hear- 
i: and praying, but to make Chriſt my Lite, 
hat | was Ignorant of. Whatever was preach'd 
tome of him, to make him my Life; whatever 
was preach'd to me of him to make ſure of bim 
for my own, I thought I could ſpare him well 
enough, I thought I could live on my own Du- 
rics. Alas! You may be full of Duties, and 
yet haye an Heart empty ot Chriſt : You may 
Keep a Sabbath outwardly, and yet have no en- 
joyment of God inwardly ; you may perform 
Duty, but if you have not Chriſt your Lite, 
vou will ſurvive all you have, you will live to 
focnd all. 

An Hypocrite may go very far, his Profeſ- 
lon way carry him very far, and yet fall ſhort 
at laſt, God doth not pluck away the Vizard 
at hr{t, but leteth them proceed. The fooliſh 
Virzins took their Lamps, and went boldly out 
ta meet Chriſt along with the Wiſe. More 
then ſome will be perſwaded too, that will hard- 
ly now ſtix a Foot for Chriſt; they continued fo, 
nt! the Bridegnoom tarried to long beyond 
den expectation, that they fall aſleep. 

What 
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What a dreadfal thing 1s it for Profeſſors to 
have nothing but what they may live and ſpent, 
and de undone when they come to die ? Your 
Immortal Sculs will furvive all your Prayers, 
and all your Sabbaths ; and if Chriſt is not your 
Lite, you arc undone for ever, This was the 
cate of thofe fooliſh Virgins : The Fool in the 
Goipe! provides for many Years to come, and 
lives but a ſhort time. And the other, they 
pretended to get ſomething for their Souls, and 
lived to ſpend all, You may be undone for 
living on your Profeflion, as well as thoſe who 
are Enemies to it. Many will fay, they have 
not time to look after the things of another 
World ; no time to mind Chrift, nor ſeriouſly 
to think of their latter end. Alas! It is not be- 


- 


ing on our Knees in a Morning, and remember 
the Lord no more all the Day; then to go hur- 
rying on in the World, never minding Chriſt 
nor your precious Souls, On the other hand, 
there are fooliſh: Profeſſors, that make their own 
Duties their Righteouſneſs, and fo think they 
have no need of Chriſt. The one lates up more 
for himſelf, than he lives for to ſpend. The 
other is ſo foolith, he lzys up fo little, (not 
having Chriſt) that he ſpends all, and {o 1: 
mierable; but let us have a care we are not 
thoſe Fools. V ou that are Profe ſſors, have a 
care you de Hot die poor, that you do not live 
tor your 
Souls to live upon. The tool:th 1::d to the 
wile, ire 25 of your Oil: But the wile aniwerey 
and ind. AV lo. . it 5 FE be Nöten g gar AS an 
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you : but go rather to them that ſell, and buy fo. 
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of you have a Chriſt when you come to die 
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How fun would every one of you have Grace 
when you come to die! You will go home, 
it may be, this day, and a few days more, and 
{:t quietly at your Tables without Chriſt ; but 
when you come to die, you will cry out, O 
that Lhad a Chriſt! It is hard venturing your 
Immortal Souls on this Line of time, thinking 
it will reach out longer; and you do not know 
now ſoon this Thred of your Life may be cut 
aſunder; and when you come to die, and are 
without Chriſt, you will with, O that I had 
cloſed with Chriſt when 1 was perſwaded to do 
it. You are always ready that know Chriſt, 
but never ready, whatever you do, without 
ri ; if you have performed ten Thouſand 
Duties, and kept a Thoufand Faſts, without 
Chri{t, you are undone. And when they came, 
the Door mas ſhut; the Door of the Kingdom, 
the Door of Grace, the Door of Mercy, the Door 
of Happineſs, of Comfort. What, the Door 
ſhut? What, the Door of Heaven ſhut againſt 
me! O where ſhall I go ? 
What ſhall T do? I am ſhut Thoſe Perſons that 
out: without the Kingdom, will ot in time 
i :thout God, without Chriſt, come to Cari for 
n everlaſting Burnings. A. Grace, they mill 
terards came alſo the other knock when it is too 
Virsias, ſaving, Lord, Lerd, late for entrance 
egen to ut. Thus ready will 2 glory. 
they be to call Chriſt Lord, 
dat never took Hum tO be their Husband. Lord, 
Lord, open 10 #5, we ate come, we are come, we 
knock now. O how earneſtly do they knock 
now | You that coldly deſire Chriſt now, that 
indifterently ſeck atter Chrilt now, you will at 
laſt knock and call earneſtly when it is too 
late, | There 
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There are three dreadful Outcries in this 
World, but there will be three dreadfuller 
Cries which a Perſon that dies without Chriſt 
will ſend forth in the other World. 

The firſt dreadful Cry in this World is, » 
Malefactor that is ſenſible of his Mitery whit 
he is condemned. What an Outcry, when it 
is ſaid, Thou muſt die? O how doch he cry out 

for Mercy! 5 | 
Ihe ſecond dreadful Outcry is, When a Ship 
ſufters Shipwrack, and, the Mariners or Paſſen- | 
gers are ſinking into the Sea, then what a dread- 
ful Outcry is there with them, that before were | 
curſiug and ſwearing ! | 
The Third dreadful Outcry is, When Soldiers 
or Rebels beſiege a City, and put Men, Women 
and Children to the Sword ; but a Perſon that 
lives and dies without Chriſt , there are threc 
dreadfuller Cries. 
Firſt, a Soul that is awakened departing this 
Life, takes a view of his miſerable ſtate in the 
other World, when Conſcience drags him be- | 
fore God's Tribunal, and there is condemned 5 1 
the Law of God; the Soul cries out, Lord, mu | 
mult I be ſhut up under thy eternal Wrath tor | 
| ever? There he ſees the Judge condemning him, 
the Law condemning him, Conſcience con- | 
demning him; he can look no way but he his | 
amazed; above him a ſin-revenging God, be- 
low him everlaſting Flames, O what a dreadtu! 
Outcry will a condemned Soul make! You may 
know by theſe fooliſh Virgins, Lord, Lord, open 

| 20 #5, what a dreadful Outcry will there be for 
= 2 condemued ſinner to appear before a ſin- re- 

: venzing God. You are all condemned in Adam, 


and if you have not a Chriſt you will be con- 
| demned 
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demned to all Eternity; when the laſt Moment 
comes, what an Outcry will there be, Lord, 
Lord, muſt I to Hell for ever! Muſt I be damn- 
ed for ever ! Vea, Soul, for thou halt no part- 
nor portion in Chriſt. | 

Secondly,As Seamen and Mariners when they 
ſuffer Shipwrack, and are ſinking, make a 
dreadful Cry ; fo a Soul that's out of the Body, 
that hath not Chriſt ; all your Duties, and Pro- 
feſſion, and Comforts, all your Righteouſneſs, 
and your Souls ſinking together. O what a 
dreadful Cry will there be! My hope is periſh- 
ed, my Righteouſneſs is periſhed, my Duties 
abhorred. Wo is me, Iam undone for ever! 

Thirdly, what a dreadful Outcry is there, 
when a City is beſieged and plundered. and all 
the Men, Women and Children put to Fire and 
Sword! So when Chriſtleſs Perſons muſt appear 
before God's Tribunal, the Sword of Divine Ju- 
{tice meets the Soul. The Angel that ftood at 
the Gate of Paradice had a flaming Sword in 
tus Hand; the Juſtice of God, that flaming 
Sword, will you meet at Heaven Gate: Soul, 
no entrance here, you mult for ever he in the 
Prion of Hell, till your Debts are paid; you 
have no Surety, you have no Chriſt, you have 
10 Grace; then you mult for ever depart into 
everlaſting Burnings, now too late, when ſu- 
ce hath took hold of them; Legions of Devils 
falling them down to the bottomloſs Pit: They 
Ty, Lord, Lord, open to us, when their Lamps 
are gone out. Now Lord we ſee our Sparks dy- 
ing before they reach Heaven. O pardon this 
our Hypocriſie! And O give of thy Oil! Thou 
art the Olive-tree, pour out thy Oil into our 
Veſſels. Had they with * wiſe Virgins Oil 
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in their Lamps, ſaving Grace in their Hearts, 
they had been ready, and entred with Chriſt : 
No, but they would not come to Chriſt; and 
fee now the Gate was ſhut upon them; now 
they cry, Lord open to us; they would not 
come to him for a Wedding Garment, but they 
would be beholden io him to let them enter in- 

to the Feaſt without one; tho 
Mr. Murcot. Heaven would have held them 

but a little while, if they had 
entred in that condition. 

Next, This Life is a ſuitable Life, becauſe it 
is a glorious Lite. Alas! You live a miſere ble 
Life till you know Chriſt : A Profeſſor without 
Chriſt is a poor empty Perſon. You read of a 
new Heaven and a new Earth, wherein dwells 
Riehteouſneſs. 

What z sthe Earth? A dark Chaos before 
the glorious Sun, that glorious Light, came. 
What is a poor Soul in this poor Houle of Clay, 
till you come to know Jeſus Chriſt, till you 
come to live Chriſt? We have a dark Chaos, 
but when you come to live Chrift, this is a new 
Heaven in the Soul, and a new Earth; every 
part of the Soul, every Member of the Body is 
put into a new Frame. O faith the Soul, ict 
me not act but for Chriſt, let me not walk but 
with Chriſt, let me not be employed but for 
Chriſt, let me not live but to Chriſt ;1t may be 
you will give us the hearing of a Sermon on 
the Lords Day, but what Mould are you caſt in 
all the Week? Alas! What Folly and Macnc!: 
is it for to be ſceking, looking, waiting anc 
watching for what is not, for what will not do 
vou good? Our Eye is fixed, our Thoughts 212 
Hxed, our Hands are employed, but 2 r 

Hill! 
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Chriſt ? Can you ſay you deſire nothing in com- 
pariſon of Chriſt 2 Or are your Thoughts twal- 
lowed up in the World? Where you have had 
one for Chrift, it may be you have had meny 
Thouſands for the World. To be a Profeſſor, 
and not live on Chriſt, it is as if a dead Mon 
ſhould be dreſsd with the Cloaths of a living 
Man, and ſhould have Meat dith'd out and fet 
before him to eat, who yet remains Dead, and 
the Meat untaſted. 
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Perſons may make external Profeſſion, anl 


ave Ordinances adminifired to them, but if 
= do not know Chriſt, and live Chriſt, what 

rofit will you have in all? What is the Chaff 
to the Wheat? Moſt of the Sermons you hear, 
you may have the Notions of Religion; but if 
Chriſt is not made manifeſt to your Soul, - you 
have but the Shell without the Kernel, the Chaff 
without the Wheat. He that knows Chriſt, he 
that lives Chriſt, is above that Sou}, let him 
live never {o noble a Life, that knows not 
Chriſt, Therefore the Prophet faith, That 4 
niſe Child is better than an Old and fooliſh King, 
Eccleſ. 4. 13. | 

A wiſe Cbriltian (though he is never ſo little 
in Grace and Knowledge) that knows Chriſt, 
is better than the greateſt Perſon in knowledge 
that doth not know Chriſt: Better is the poor- 
eſt, loweſt Chriſtian, than the gre:te Noble 
in the Land that doth not know Chriſt. 

Now! thall ſhew in ſome particulars the 
Glory of this Life. To live Chriſt firſt. If you 
come to live Chriſt, it is a Glorious Lite, for 


har s 16 4 — ©; y 
there is the beginning of Glory: Whatever you 


do, you never come to have Glory begun, till 
you come to live on Chriſt by Faith, Phil. 1. 6 
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He that hath begun the good Work in vou 
will perform it until the day of Jeſus Chriſt 
be that juſtifies, he glorifies. We are called to 
eternal Glory by Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 5. 10. If 
we have not Chriſt ours; eternal Life will never 
be ours, Col. 1.27. Chriſt in you the hope of Glo- 
5 All the Pearls of a Chriſtians Crown of 
zlory are the purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood. As 
ſoon as a Soul begins to know Chriſt, he begins 
an Heaven on Earth. Let Earth and Hell do 
what they will, Glory is begun; the World, 
and Devil, and Temptations may toſs you, but 
they are come too late to deſtroy yon, there 1s 
immortal Life and Glory begun, the immortal 
Seed is ſowed in the Soul; Grace in the Soul is 
Glory in the Believer : Chriſt dwelling in the 
Soul, is the beginning of Glory; you never 
come to know the Life of Glory, till you know 
Chrift ; and when you come to live on Chriſt, 
you are in the way to Glory, and ſhall as ture 
come there, as the Saints and Angels now in 
Glory. This is the comfort and ſtay of a Be- 
liever, when he comes to know Chriſt, he is 
certainly linked to eternal Glory. : 
Secondly, To live Chriſt is a glorious Life; 
for you are changed from Glory to Glory into 
the ſame Image; for there is a Glorious Union 
between Chriſt and a Behever ; there is the na- 
tural Facultics, there is the ſame rational Sou! : 
But the Soul hath new Qualities, being chang- 
ed by Ciriff dwelling in the Soul ; they are 
changed in their Underſtandings, their Affecti- 
ons, their Wills. It may be compared to Hon 
put into the Fire; while Iron remains red hot, 
and the Fire is in it, if you beat the Iron to 


pieces, you cannot ſeparate it from * ; 
| nock 
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knock but the leaſt piece of Iron, Fire is in eve- 
ry piece, yet the Iron is not the Fire, nor the 
Fire the Iron; yet the Iron is in the likeneſs ot 
Fire : So the Gul is not ſo changed into the 
Image of Criſt, as not to retain its own natural 
Faculties, but by reaſon of Chri dwelling in 1t, 
is changed in its Qualities from Evil to Good. 
So there is the Glory ot Chri appearing in all the 
Actions of a Chriſtian, tho they may have many 
Infirmities, yet all that they principally deſign, 
is the Glory of God. When Fire is in the Iron, 
you cannot ſeparate it; you cannot ſay, that, Iron is 
withou: Fire, nor Fire n ithout Iron : & in this 
Life, you may ſee 4 Saint hath many Imperfeflions, 
but yet Chriff is in him, ſwaying his Heart vnd Life 
mith the Scepter of his Righteon.ſneſs : Though there 
are the ſame Faculties, yet the Qualities are all: 
made New ; So though there ts corruption in Pray- 
er, and weakneſi in Faith, and weakneſs in Love 
yet there is true Love, and true Faith and Repen- 
tance, there is ſomething ſeen of Chriſt in all his In- 
frmiti-s, in every Facalty of the Soul. What a glo- 
rigus change is it to be chauged into the Image of 
Chriſt ! The Beams of the Sun have ſeveral effetlt,, 
ſore thinos it Wickhers, ſome thing! it Revives. The: 
Goſpel of Chriſt and the goolueſe of God, that 
melt the Heart oj a Saint, harden: the Hear: of an 
im;p:nitent Sinner ; but the Soul that hath Union: 
xi h Chriff, that Chriff is his Life, rhe Love of 
Crit conforms the Soul to Chritt, There is the 
mcekne [i of Chr iff, though not in Porfettion ; there ic 
the Lyve of Cl brijt, the Hamility of Chrift, though. 
9: in perfection, the ſelf denyal of Criſt ; there is 
he Part: nce of Chriſt, though ne: in perf. Finn; but 
ogg h Chriſt you are ¶ ardoned. Dr. Owen on the- 
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The Soul that is changed into the Glory of 
Griſt, hath natural corruption, natural back- 
wardneſs; but Chrift being their perfect Head 
and ſpotleſs Righteouſneſs, they are pure and 
lovely in God's Eye. Feſus Chriſt, God Man, 
hath ail the glorious Ideas of God's Image and 
Grace ſhining in him, as in a Glaſs, he reflects the 
fame in and by the yy the Goſpel in the Hearts 
of Believers, who by Faith contemplating, are by the 
efficacious - working of the Spirit of Grace transformed 
into the ſame glorious Image, even from Glory to 
Glory, ow one degree of glorious Grace unto ano- 
ther. Thus the believing Soul by Faith contempla- 
Ang the Wiſdom, Merkne ſr, Patience, Kindneſ:, 


Faith, by contemplating the Glory of God in Chriſt 
brings into the Soul Spiritual Ideas of the ſame glo- 
rious Image, a Divine Light and Life bearing 
fore reſemblance to the Life of God, or Divine 
Nature ; fo that Chriſt the eſſential Glaſs of God, 
hath not only a manifeſt ative, but alſo transforma- 
de, changing Glory ſhining in them. Mr Galc's 
Treatife of the Saints Ammity with Chriſt. 
Beloved, have you not -all immortal Souls ? 
What would you have your Souls be Ike when 
you come to die? Would you have them like 
the Devil ? Would you have the Pride and 
Envy of Hell, the Coveteouſneſs of Hell? Or 
would you have the Image of Chriſt ſtamped - 
on yon, that you may live Chriſt, and lead an 
bumble Life, a meck Life, a ſelf-denying Lite, 
an holy Gudly Life? What likeneſs would vou 
have your Souls appear in out of your Body? 


Wuoſe Image and Stamp would you have = 
ear 


8 222 ů K — — 2 
244 eds. a das aaa #- 0 2 F* «Cad. ! a 


Chuſt a Chuſtians Life, 265 
bear? Moſt Men will hve to themſelves, and 
make proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts 
thereof : And ſome hve to berevenged of others, 
to get the World of their fide. The Luſts Per- 
{ons ſeek to fulfil are innumerable to ſpeak of; 
but how v you have yourSouls appear? What 
condition would you have them in? Would 
you have them in Chrift ? O then beg Chriſt 
may be your Life ! Beg you may be changed 
from Glory to Glory, into his Image; every 
* of a Felievein Life he is going from Glory 
to Glory. | 

Poe. wretched, ignorant Profeſſors! What 
do ycu think will become of you ee long, if 
Chriſt is not your Life? Eternal Death will be 
your Portion. You ſee many Imperfections in 
a Believer, yet he is perfect in Chriſt, being 
changed into the Image and Glory of Chriſt. 
A Believer, all his works are works of Grace, 
all his walking, walks of Grace; all his Acti- 
ons, Actions of Grace; and in all that he doth, 
there 18 a Glory on it, through Chriſt his glori- 
ous Lord. They that live on external Dunes, 
they will give you the hearing of a Sermon, and 
away ; they ſetk not to know Chriſt, but they 
will be found as dreadfully miſerable as the 
Zurk or Heathen that never heard of Chriſt; 
lor notwithſtanding their Profeſſion, they are 
iwallowed up jn the World. Take a covetous 
Man, his Heart is on the World. Take a glut- 
tonous Man, his Heart is ſet to make his Belly 
ins God. Take a Man that lives on Chriſt, his 
Heart is knit there, he cleaves to the Lord with 
full purpoſe of Heart. 

Thirdly, It is a glorious Life, becauſe you 
tave the hope of Glory ; You never will _ 
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the hope of Glory, till you have Chriſt living in 
you, Chriſtin you the hope of Glory, 1 Tim. 1. 
1. If a perſon be without Chriſt, he is without 
all true hope of Salvation ; there 1s neither hope 
of the Glory of God, nor rejoycing in the Hope, 
whilea Perſon is without Chriſt. What, have 
you hope of Glory ? But, have you a good 
ope? It you come to live Chriſt, then you 
have a good hope; if you have Chrift in you, 
then as {ure as Chriſt as in you, you ſhall come 
to Glory. Who is in you ? Who lives in you? 
We know our next Neighbour, we know our 
familiar Friend or Acquaintance. Who do you 
converſe with? Who is your near Neighbour ? 
Chriit or the World, Chriſt or vain Thoughts, 
Chriſt or Cornality ? Is Chriſt in you? If Chriſt 
is in you, then he reigns in you, and you con- 
verſe moſt with him. What is your daily Food, 
your Livelyhood ? Miſtake me not, I would 
not have you neglect your daily Calling, I hope 
you underſtand me better: But, what do you 
make the chief of your Aims and Ends ? What 
takes up your Heart moſt 2 Does the Love of 
Chrift, the Mercy of Chriſt, the Peace of Chriſt 
affect you moſt 2 If fo, I tell you, you live a 
glorious Life. I warrant you think that they 
that converied with Chriſt on Earth were hap- 
py; TI tell you, there were thouſanus ſaw 
Chrifts Face on Earth, that fhail never ice his 
Face in Glory. It miy ve you think it you 
came and hear 2 Sermon, you have convericu 
enough with- Chrift tor all the Week, though 
au never had one precious thought of Chriſt; 
ut to have Chriſt your Lite, you have a Glo- 
L103 
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rious Life. Soul is thy Heart wrapt up in 
Chriſt > What would you deſire, if you were 
to have your Wiſhes granted? Is it Chriſt ? 
More of Chriſt ? To live more to Chriſt > To 
enjoy more of Chriſt ? If it is fo, you live a glo- 
rious Life! there is more Glory in one Believer, 
than in all Creatures on Earth beſide. When 
ry ſo tom was put to ſilence, ſaid ſome, Better 
the whole World were left in darkneſs, than 
ſuch a glorious, Light ſhould be put out. Now 
it the preaching oi Chrift be ſo glorious, what is 
the Life of Chriſt in the Believer. Sa 

Fourthly, To live Chriſt is a glorious Life, 
for there comes a glorions Train with Chritt, all 
the Graces of the Spirit. 

Believers are God's Hahitations, Eph. 2. 22. 
You are the Terreſtrial wherein the King of 
Glory keeps his Abode, till you be removed to 
abide with him in Heaven, If we did but con- 
ſider, and our Eyes were opened to ſce what a 
Train of Helliſh Luſts dwell in us before Chriſt 
is in us, we ſhould be amazed; the Apoſtle tells 
you of many of them : While you are fleſhly, 
and not know Chriſt, I tell you, whatever you 
are in Profeſſion, you are what the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, Gal. <.9. Nom the works of the Fleſh are 
manifeſt, which are theſe, Adaltery, Formication, 
Uncleanneſs, Laſciv ionſne ſe, Idolatry, Witchcraft, 
Hatred, V:riance, Emulation, Wrath, Strife, Sedi- 
tion, Herefies, Envyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, 
Revellings, and ſuch like. as if he ſhould fay, F 
will not foul my Mouth with what dwells in a 
carnal Heart, y be you may ſay, Many that 
have no Grace abhor many of theſe things. I 
an{wer, I may be, the Devil may not lead in- 
to all at once; but the Works of the Fleth are 
manifeſt 
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manifeſt in unconverted Perſons. What Man 
is there that knows not Chriſt, but loves ſome- 
thing below Chriſt, and that is Idolatry, though 
ou do not worſhip a ſtrange God. Do you 
hook ſtrange God? Ts God firſt and laſt? High- 
eſt and beſt,? Moſt prized and loved? Is all well 
when Chriſt is enjoyed? Do you not complain 
more tor other things than for Chriſt ? Hatred is 
a very reigning fin ; Variance, Emulations, 
| Wrath Strife, may fins dweil in the Heart, all 
| {in is rooted in corrupt Nature: but hat is 
meet for Sale he brings forth, like a Shop- kecp- 
er, he brings forth Goods that are fit for Sale, 
be hath all forts, but he doth not ſellall forts at 
ence. So the {inner hath all fin in him to be 
brought forth; Satan tempts him ſometimes to 
one ſin, ſometimes to another. When the De- 
vil comes to buy, the Sinner is furniſhed with 
all ſorts of ſins for him, and ſells what the De- 
vil pleaſes to buy. But when Chriff comes, 
what Train does he bring with him? He brings 
a glorious Train, Verſe 22, But the fruit of the 
Spirit is Love, Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gen- 
f tleneſe, Goodneſs, Faith, Mee ne ſo, Temperance ; 
againſt ſuch there is no Law; the Law hath no- 
thing to ſay againſt them, for Crit is formed 
upon their Heart, O what a glorious Train 
does Chriſt bring! When Grit is your Lite, 
you come to Chrif, and walk with Criſt, what 
a glorious Train of Graces poſſeſs the Soul! Now 
the angry Man, the wrathful Perſon is a mech, 
an humble Perſon : the worldly Man 1s com 
to love Chrif, and God, and the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and the Saints, and Holineſs ; he 1s 
come to have the Fruit of the Spirit. O what 
a glorious Life is it to live Ori! It ſets Cu 
on 
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on the Throne, and untbrones Ungod lineſs 
and at the laſt Day Grit will ſet you on his, 
Turone, and crown you with Glory. Griſt 
and the Believer are all one, he dwells in you, 
and you live on him. Alas! To be a Profeſ- 
ſor, and walk at random, to walk in the Su- 
burbs of Hell, while we Profeſs to be Citizens 
of Heaven, I proteſs it is a ſhame ſome Pro- 
ſeſſors ſhould profeſs Religion: Bleſſed be God 
that many are waiting on God ; but till you 
know Chriſt, there is a black Train in the Soul. 
The Hearts of many Swell, if they know but a 
little of the Letter, if they cau but ſpeak or diſ- 
courſe ; but when Chniſt comes, there 15 a new 
Frame of Heart; not new in Faculties, but in 
Qualities. O what a glorious Lite it is to 
live Chriſt 1 This Life is not to be parallel'd. If 
] had the Tongue of an Angel, I could not ſet 
ſorth the Life of a Soul that lives Chriſt; it is ſo 
tar beyond the Life of the carnal Profeſſor, that 
makes me repeat it over and over: There is fo 
much difterence between this Life and the Life 
of carnal Profeſſors, that they do not deſerve to 
be once named in the day the Believer that 
lives on Chrif is ſpoke of, What, for Chrif to 
have Union with the Believer ? For the Belie- 
ver to have Union with Chriſt ? It is ſuch a 
Myſtery, that the Angels deſire to look into 
the Myſtery of it. Thoſe that lire not this 
Lite, tho' they make a Profeſſion, they are 
cold Profeſſors, ignorant Profeſſors, aud indeed 
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fulneſi have me all received Grace for Grace. There 
is not only in Chriſt a fulneſs of Abandance, but al ſo 


; Fulneſs of Redundance; there is an everfirwing ful- 


neſs in ¶hriſt, as a Fountain overflows, and yet re- 
mains full, Grace for Grace, or Grace upon Grace, 
abundance of Grace, and the increaſes of Grace one 
by another; there is all good in Chriſt that poor Sin- 
ners want. Omne bonum in ſummo bono, »ll 
good is in the chiefeſt good. 

You may ſee Corn that is ſcattered on 2 
thatch'd Houle ſpring up, but it ſoon withers ; 
it is not like Corn town in its natural Soy], 
You may fee fome new Profeſſors under ſome 
Convictions, how hot and zealous they arc, but 
it ſoon withers, there being no root: But when 
a Soul is planted in Chriſt, it is got in 
good ground, it is not thorny ground, or ſtony 
ground. Many Perſons are very unhappy ; 
they are very diligent to do ſomething to attain 
Happineſs, yet miſs of Happineſs at laſt. Ma- 
ny Profeſſors are very unhappy, they make a 
great noiſe of Religion, yet never come to knovy 
Chrift, ſo never thrive in Religion. You never 
thrive, nor lead a rich Life, till you know 
Chrift ; all Treaſures of Wiſdom dwell in lum 
that 1s the true Wiſdom ; and the Lord humble 
this Generation, becauſe they exalt Chriſt no 
more, hve Chriſt no more: It may be you pray, 
and hear, and perform Duty; but alas! Ail 
this is nothing till we come to know Christ. 
The Lord humble us, I ſay, you, and me, aud 
»H of us, tor we are all Fools till we know 
Griſt. I do not condemn Arts and Sciences, 
but yet I fay it is all nothing to the knowledge 
of Chriſt, in whom are hid all the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, Ci. 2.3. Soul, would 
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you know God? It muſt be in Chriſt : Would 
you be wiſe? It mult be in Chriſtz Would 
vou have true Learning? It muſt be in ſeſus 
Chriſt: Would you know the Glorious Myltery 
of the Goſpel, it muſt be in Chriftg What is all 
Learning, all Knowledge, all Underitanding ? 
(though all this is good in its pace.) If you 
can tell the Name of God in all Tongues, what 
doth this ſignifie ? If you do not know God in 
Chriſt, you are but a poor Creature, the trea- 
ture of all Wiſdom is in Chrift, and Chriſt will 
cad you to the Father the Fountain of all Wiſ⸗ 
dom; this is a rich Life to live Chriſt. 

Firſt, You are enriched with the Preſence of 
of God. When you know Chriſt, then you 
dwell in the Preſence of God; the Devils dwell 
in his wrathful Preſence ; all of us this day 
dwell in God's general Preſence, the Saints only 
dwell in God's gracious Preſence, When you 
come to know Chriſt, you dwell in the ſpecial 
Preſence of God. P/zl. 1 30. alt. ver. The upright 
Hal dwell in th Preſence. None upright but 
jn Chriſt; none perfect but tliro' Chriſt. Sre- 
[y :1e righteous ſhall give thanks to thy Name, the 
eight ſhall dwell ig thy preſence. There is no 
Man upon Earth that hath Righteouſneſs in 
lumlelt; no, not one: There is no Man upright 
but in Chriſt. When Chriſt is become yours, 
tien God takes up his Dwelling with you; 
When Chriſt dwells in you, then the great God 
takes up lis Abode with you; then you have 
£1 gracious Preſence of God go where you will. 

Secondly, When you come to hve to Chtilt, 
Wu are enriched with the glorious Beneſiis of 
Chriſt ; all that Chriſt died for, is yours, Re- 
demption, Juſtification, Sanctification. 1he 
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Riches of Grace, and Riches of Glory 1s all 
yours, What, Saints 1n Chriſt, and poor ? It 
was never found, and can never be found: A 
Soul in Chriſt cannot be poor, all the Riches of 
Heaven, the Riches of the Mercics, Bleſſings 
and Comforts of this Life, and that to come. 
Thirdly, All the Promiſcs are yours: There 
is no condition you can be in, but there is a 
Promiſe to ſupply you: Truly that is a rich 
Man that hath a promiſe of Supplies whatever 
ſtate he is in. Though you have a great many 
Afflictions, you have abundance of Promiſes : 
you have a great many Trials, and you have 
great Promiſes, free Promiſes, glorious Promi- 
ies, vou are rich; for go with the Key of Faith, 
and you may open the Promiſes. And what- 
ever you take out, there is never the leſs left be- 
hind: That Promiſe that ſupplied you ſome 
years ago, it is as full now, as it was then. If 
a Man takes out of his Bags or Coffers, the more 
he takes out, the leis he leaves behind; but the 
Promiſes arc always full; go to a prone in 
Temptation, go to a promiſe in Deſertion, go 
to a promiſe in Affliction, yet they are ſtill full; 
indeed ſometimes Faith not being lively to ſuck 
out the Comfort, we think the promile is dry; 
but the promiſe is full. We are like a poor weak 
Child to a full Breaſt, that cannot draw out the 
Milk. When Faich is weak, we leave the com- 
fort of the promite behind, aud cannot draw it 
forth. Now how came you to be enriched with 
theſe promiſes? Do they not How in and thro 
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Chriſt ? all the Curles belong to them that arc 
out of Chrilt ; but in Cbriſt all the-promncs are 
Tea and Amen, 2 Ur. 1. 20. For all the promiſes 
of God in him are Tea, aud in him Amen, 10 the 
: O 
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Glory of God by us in Chrif., All the promiſes 
are Yea, that is, certainly true, and in him A- 
men: to the Glory of God, Amen. I know it is 
the deſire of molt to be rich, then beg of God 
that vou may know Chrift, beg of God that you 
may love Chriſt, beg of God that you may live 
Chriſt : In him all the Promiſes are, Tea and A- 
nen. What, art thou not in Chriſt? O wretch- 
cd, poor, miſerable Man or Woman? In Chriſt 
only are Promiſes, and the true Riches, Yea 
and Amen for ever. Whatever you do, go to 
Chriſt, for in him they are Yea, and in him 
they are Amen; ſee that by Faith you go to 
Chriſt, he is the way. What rich and precious 
Promiſes are in him! To take a promiſe, and 
nor take Chriſt to be your way to the promiſe, 
is to go a wrong way to receive comfort from 
the promiſes. If ever you have a promiſe, it 
muſt come by Chriſt : if you make Chriſt your 
Life, wrap up your Lite in Chriſt, as hath been 
diſcgurſed and all the Promiſes are yours, 

There is not a Soul of you ſo full of comfort, 
but you have need of a promiſe; not one of you 
fo well in the World, but you have need of a 
promiſe, 1ſa. 38. 6. By theſe men live. Go to 
the promiſes, and then living or dying, you 
are rich Men. Ah, Sirs ! if the promiſes in 
Chriſt are not yours, I would. not give a Far- 
thing for your Profeſſion; and when you come 
toute, you will with you never had made a 
Profeſſion. But the Soul that lives on Chriſt is 
happy. Bleſſed Souls, are you tempted? Are 
700 afflicted ? Are you troubled ? The promiſes 
n Chriſt will yield you ſweet Relief. 
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Fourthly, Tf you have Chriſt, you have all 
the Bleſlings of Ordinances : I tell you, tho' you 
may not enjoy that comfort as you defire, yet 
there is not a Sermon you hear but you are en- 
riched by it; for if thy Soul break and mourn, 
and long after Chriſt, thou art enriched : for a 
broken Heart is worth ten thouſand Worlds. A 
Broken Heart, through Chriſt, is accepted of 
God. Pſal. 3. 8. Salvation belongeth MAID the 
Lord. The means of Salvation, the preaching of 
the Goſpel, and all other Ordinances ; Salva- 
tion belonos to the Lord, compared with Eph. . 
2. where it, is ſaid, We are bleſſed with all Spiri- 
tual Bl flings in Cri Feſut in Heavenly places 
(pray mind it) Bl-/ſod be the God and Father of 
or Lord Feſat; what then, who hath bleſſed 
us? how? Vith all ſpiritual Bleſſing: ; all the 
means of Grzce are made Bleſſings. What a- 
bundance of rich Seed of Grace is fown upon 
ſtony ground, where Chriſt is not known ? But 
the Bleſſing is upon the people of God Bled 
be the God and Father of our Lord Feſt: Cri * 0 
hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritaal Bleſſings in Chri/? 
F fas, who hath bleſſed us with the Bleſſings 
of Faith, with the Bleſſings of Hope, Bleſſings 
of Love, Bleſſings of Patience, Blciſings ot the 
Sacrament, and all the means of Grace we en 
BE | 

You that live Chriſt, tho' you go mourmmg 
from a Sermon, this may encourage you to Wait 
for the Bleſſing of the means of Grace. It may 
be a Soul may object an] ſix, I am a poor 1or- 
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mourn, at other times you rejoyce in God, and 
joy in the God of your Salvation. You are rich 
in Ble (ings; all Sermons that you kear do your 
Souls 200d, and all Ordinances do your Souls' 
good; you are bleſſed when you are humbled, 
when you mourn, when you thirſt, as well as 
when you rejoyce. Theſe are Spiri tual I 
in Chriſt. O Chriſt-leſs Soul, till you kno 
Chriſt, there is not oneꝰ of th ele belongs to — 
O Sinne rs, you have inmimerable Curſes hang 
over your Heads, that are out of Chriſt, you 
have a Book full of Wo and Lamentation writ- 
ten without and within, Exel. o. 10. Aon; ſor- 
TO, Are 19 rhe Bicked, bat he that Fr. tet 79 the 
Lord, mercy com pa. Beth him about, Pal. 32. 10. 
Innumerabie are the Bleſſings that Believets are 
compaſſed about with. When vou come to an 
Ordin uce, and think you do not nicet with 
Cod, you complain, and go away mourmngy - 
you are bleſſed; if you go away in che dark-you » 
bleffed + How ſo? It lefled, that cannotidee - 
Chrit Ves; bleffed are they that t: M n bim 
and [try themſelves upon him, though they 
walk in Da Irkne!s, and fee no Light, O what a 
rich Soul art thou that livelt this Life of Faith! 
Lou are ble Me in all Ordinances, all Oppor- - | 
Untes : Itell you, whatever comes, God will 3 
vieſk eee Cocd's Provider C2 15 to all "the - 
V. he takes care of the who le Creation; he- 
5 WO! eful 111 G00 Ane is ; 411 1 Me 11 ve a8 A4 
rich Mi i at gives to many, yet in an CipC- 

i! manner, faith he, I muſt remember my 
ren at home, my dying Cinid, my vi eat 
il, this Chil 14, that Child. every Child. o 
gives liberally to all, but Wh Ipecial 
41325 are reſervecd tor his re lcemed on; O 
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what a rich Lite it is to live Chriſt! The Saint is 
rich in Faith, rich in Love, rich in Peace, rich 
in all Bleſſmas. Then the Soul admires, What, 
am I bleſſed in every condition? What, with all 

- Jpiritual Blelluigs? O Lord, not long ago I was 
crying out, Sure God hath forſaken me! But 
this was your infirmity and ſin. But is not 
Chrilt more precious to you than ever? Do not 
vou long for Chriſt, thirſt for Chriſt? Then 
you are blefled. Bleſſed ære they that hunger and 
thirft fer righreou ſuc ſi, for they ſhall be filled, Un- 
der Darkneſs, under Temptation, under every 
Afffiction you are bleſſed, and every Sermon, 
and cycry Sacrament, and every Ordinance you 
have, you are blefſed ; tho" you cannot rejoyce 
in God in all, yet you are bleſſed in all; tho 

ou go away hanging down your head. OT 

— not met with God! I tell you, yon are 

| bleſſecl: For it is ſaid, BI. ſſed are they that mourn, 
| and Hleſſe are the poor in Spirit. 

| Fourthly, You are enriched with the Love of 

| God. I do not know what you can have more 

to enrich you : I the love of God doth not make 
you rich, I am ſure nothing can; and you can 
never be rich if you have not the love of Co, 
and be fure God loves you if you know Chriſt, 
he looks om you in Chriſt, loves you in Chrilt, 
delights in you in Chriſt, 7% 16. 27. For the 

Fother hunſelf loveth you, becauſe you have 

loved me, and have believed that J came out 

from God: God's firour maketh rich thole 

W hon God farours; he hath grace that hea!s his 

Foul, which is that that mukes his RHaprinels, 

and is that which is the inward fathioning ot 

every Man's apprchenſion that makes him han- 

Py, that brings comtort to him. Pray mon 
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the Lord Jeſus ſpeaks with an Emphaſis, for he 
Father himſelf loweth you : You have my Father's 
love, a choice Love indeed: And how comes 
this Love about? becauſe you have loved me, 
and have believed that I came ont from God? 
becaule you have believed in me, and made me 
vour liſe: God loves you: What, God love me! 
confeſs it would make a Chriſtian go comfor- 
2bly through all the Tryals in the World, the 
very ardency and application of that: the Heart 
of God is the Ocean, the firſt riſe of all Love to 
the Creature : Chriſt 1s the Spring that 
firſt receives from lim, and then Dr.Cijp. 
through him all Love is diffutcd to 
the Creature: God loves me, tor the Father 
himfelf loverh you: What, God love me! I 
pray how comes it about? becauſe you have 
loved me. and believed that I came out from 
God: You have made me your Life; you hare 
Faith in me; and now God loves you God ne- 
ver loved you, whatever you did withou Chriſt: 
God abliors all out of Chriſt ; God elected you 
all in Chrift, chuſes you all in Chritt, pardons 
vou all in Chriſt: and then, Oh what Tmunente 
Love is this ! Ged loves you in Chrift: O un- 
\ne:k2ble Love! O finite Love! this Love is 
Love that paſſes Knowledge; Love that paſſes 
Bour.d*: O highth and depth of Love; you that 
uve in Chriſt, and belicve in Chriſt, are rich 
Souls : We we to fav, when we fce Men thrive 
and proſper in the World, This will be a rich 
Min: And what may you fay of the Saints? O 
they will be rich indeed, they will have a rich 
portion, becauſe they believe that Chriſt came 
aut from God. O Soul! hait thou with thy 
Heart choſe Chriſt, with thy Heart lired 
o 
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to Chriſt, wnh thy Heart wrapt up thy ſelf in 
Chriſt, none but Chriſt ? thou art a rich Soul; 
for thou art already poſſeſt of the preſence of 
God, and it will be thy portion to live in the 
Houſe of God for ever: For Brethren to dwell 
together in love and unity, how fiveet is it! 
O the harmony of it! but what a divine Har- 
mony is there in that Soul where the Love of 
God divetls? Turn about your Thoughts, turn 
about your Ears: Hear, IT beſecch you, for 
Chriſt's fake; accept of Chriſt, that you may 
have God's love: God indeed loved the Elect 
with Everlaſting Love in Chriſt: but God's 
Love is not maniteited to you, untill you believe 
in Chriſt; then all the things of this life are 
yours; there are many things which we cannot 
reach here, the price is too great: Is not that 
rare which colts dear ? there is not a bit of 
Bread you have (you that are Saints) but it 
coit the Blood of Chriſt ; all your Mercies are in 
a way of redemption; all is yours: Paul and 
Apnilos, ani Cephas, and life, and death, aud 
things preſent, and thinss ro come; jor ye are 
Chritts, and Coriff is Gols. May it not be faid 


ay * 1 T A . | Res * 
of them that know not Chriſt, Nothing is theirs? 


Is not the Minitter yours, as well es others? Js 
not your Bread yours, and your Meat yours, 
and your Drink yours, and Cloaths yours? No, 
Soul, "they are borrowed Mercies, ſtolen Mercies, 
and vou will be damned for them without 
Chriſt has pid fr them for vou: but the Soul 
that loves Chritt, his Mercies are all bougute 
the Miiſters of Chriſt, thoſe Ambaſſadors ot 
Peace, are all yours in Chriit: Paul is yours, 
Atmos is yours, and Lite and Death is yours, 
You that are out of Chriſt, it makes my fert 
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iremble to conſider that your Mercies are all to 
he payed for, to be reckoned for ; and you that 
are in Chrilt, you may lap and rejoyce at a 
drop of cold water and a bit of bread : Oh ! It 
is a rich Mercy, it is bought with the Blood of 
Chriſt : and then at laſt you will be inriched, 
you will fit like Kings in Glory with your 
Lord and Redeemer for ever and ever. 

Eifthly, It is a happy life, becauſe it is a Scul- 
fatisfying Life, the Sou! cannot be ſatisfied with 
any thing below Chriſt; whatever a Perſon 
docs enjoy, whatever a perſon does in a way of 


duty, he cannot be fatisfied if he hath not | 
Chriſt: Take who you will, whether they be | 
Formaliſts, or Legaliſts; whether Moral Men, | 
or Profane Men; whether Rich Men, or Poor i 
Men; or Profeſſors, that have not made Chrift 
their Life, they will tell you they want {atis- | 


faction; there is a complaint of this thing, or | 
that thing wanting to give contentment ; it 
they have Golden duties, if they do not bring 
the Water of Life, they cannot ſatisſie their 
Souls: Bur this lite of living upon Chriſt doth 
latisfie the Soul, I thall ſhew in theſe following 
Particulars. 

The Lord will ſatisfie her Poor with Bread: 
The pooreſt Man that lives upbn Chriſt, Ives 
more plentifully than the richett Man that 
Knows not Chriſt, Pſal. 132.5. T will abun- 
Gantly bleſs her proviſion ; Iwill fatisfte the 
por with Bread: Who is the Poor? The Poor 
5 a longing Perſon, a craving Perſon: The poor 
deſire ſomething they tant in need of, faith the 


Lord: I will blefs Sons Proviſion: It is a great 
Mercy to have our Proviſion bleſſed: We may 
be fed high, and yet not have healthy Bodies: 

Many 


= — — — 230 * - > —_—_—_ 
— * .. TE Cem ů ———2—¹—. * - * 


280 Chek a Chuimians Like. 


Many may fire high in means of Grace, but not 
having a Bleſſing with it, they do not proſper: 
Many have been long under the means of Grace, 
and yet not thrive nor grow in Grace: Saith 
God, 7 ill fatisfie her poor with Bread: The Poor 
are craving, and deſiring, and longing ; fo the 
longing Soul in Chriſt shall be fatisfied ; they 
ſhail not want: The Prophet Tſaiah ſpeaks of 
{pending their Money for that which is not 
Bread; which will not fatisfie : But the Lord 
Jeſus fatisfies the Soul, fills up the Deſires, what- 
loever they be: Take one which is under the 
Law and the greateſt Gifts and Parts, but is a 
ſtranger to Chriſt, and one that is the pooreſt in 
Gifts and Parts yet in Chrift ; he hath more ſa- 
tizfaction than the other with all his great Gifts 
and Parts: The pooreſt and meaneſt in Grace 
that is in Chriſt, hves 2 higher Life than the 
richeſt jn Gifts and Parts, or in worldly things, 
that Joc not h] Chriſt; fo that it is a ſatis- 
fying Life to live Chriſt: Here is enough! for 
this preſent Life, enough for hereafter : There 
is enough in Chriſt to fill up all the Faculties 
of the Soul, John 6. 25. I am the Bread of Lije ; 
he that cometh tn me [hall never hunger; he that be- 
licverh on me 55 al never thirf + Coming and 
Bclicving is the ame; he that comes or beſteves 
in me ſhall never hunger: What, doth not a 
Soul in Chriſt hunger? Doth he not long to! 
Chriſt > Yes, but as he hungers and tluxits 17 
Chriſt, be ſhall be filled, his wants (hall bs 
fupplied : We fay in our out ward things, 4440 
ney anſwers all things : But Money will not la- 
tisfie the Soul: Bu, faith Chriſt, Je 194! RNs © 
nee. I xill ſatisfte all his deſires : He ſhall have 
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Contentmeat, Supplies, Satistaction ; lie thal . 
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want nothing: 1am the Bread of life, 1 will ſa- 
tisfie his hunger: 1 am the water of Life; he that 
comes to me, ſhall never thir/#: They ſhall never 
cry I periſh for hunger, or I perith for thirſt. 
The Prodigal, when he came to his Fathers 
houſe, he did hunger, but he had bread to ſa- 
tisfie his hunger: A Sou! believing in Chriſt, 
making Chriſt his life, there is enough in Chriſt, 
to fill up all the deſires of the Soul, and to heal 
all the Wounds of the contrite Heart. What- 
ever the Soul deſires, in Chriſt are Eternal 
Springs to fill up the Scul; every thing thar is 
below Chrif, is too empty to ſatisfie an Im- 

10rtal Soul: They are not Springs, they are ö 
but Ciſterns; take Ordinances, take away (H riſt, 
what can the Ordinances do? Will not the 
Soul wither immediately? Ordinances are but 


Ciſterus, and not Springs: The Pjalmijt faith, ; 
All my Springs are in thee, Plal. 57. 7. Doth a 


ul deſire to love God? Hath the Scul a deſire 
to be ſatisfied with Love, with Beauty, with 
the Glory of Chriſt 2 There are Divine Springs 
from Chriſt, who is an overflowing and ever- 
towing Fountain to the Souls of Believers to ſa- 


t1sHe all their deſires. So that a Believer, let | 
hen YC, 20 | 1 111 ö (hall 2 4 a 518 N 

N Gelire as much as ne Will, ne an HAYT 18 ; 
I. . 4 4 / [ 
Gelircs ſatisfied, Pſal. 17. 15. As for we, I nill 
J 0d thy face tn Ni mhtearſne (s . IL fall be Jatisfe, 4 
wen [ awahe 11th 19y litenelcs. the lonaing Soul N 
hall not mis of being filled wich Wiſom in ' 


Chriſt, with Redemption in Chri#, with San- | 
Ctiftcation, with Salvation: Let the Sou! craye 
tor Holineſe, there is enough in CH to fill it: 
Let it crave for Love, there is enough in rig: 
ct it crave for Peace and Joy, there is enough 
v1 vi to fill it: Chrif? being ſuch an incxhau- 


ſtible 
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ſtible Fountain, is ſtill flowing into the Soul to 
give it daily ſatisfaction: The Soul may weary 
in other things, and not be the better. Belie- 
vers, that can but experience the leaſt true 
Longings after Jeſus Chriſt, tho' with a weak 
Faith, nced not doubt but they have true Faith, 
0 {hall not miſs of a true and full ſatista- 
Con. 

A weak Faith ſhews it {elf by this Grace of 
God, namely, an unfeigned Deſire, not only 
of Salvation, for that the Wicked and Graceleſs 
Man may baye ; but of Reconciliation with 
God in Chriſt : This is a ſure ſign of Faith to 
every touched and humble Heart, and it is pe- 
culiar to the Elect. What a Mercy and Bleſſing 
it is to have the leaſt true Delſires after ſeſus 
Chriſt, ſince ſuch Souls are aſſured in Gods 
Word, that their longing Souls ſhall be ſatisfi- 
ed. Saith Holy Bernard, He that Thirfts, le: 
him Thir jt more, and he that Defives, let him De- 
fire more abundantly ; becauſe ſ much as he can 
Defire, ſo much he ſhall Receive. Perkins on the 

reed. 

Perſons will be weary of their Pleaſures, 
weary of their Treaſures, and weary of their 
Duties: That Soul which hath made Chriſt his 
reſt hath the trueſt ſatisfaction ; when a Soul 
comes to know Chriſt, it may ſay with the 
Plalmift, Pſal. 116. Return uno thy ret, O my 
Hul; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with ih- 
What Reſt hath the Soul? There is a great ma- 
ny reſtleſs Enemies; there is Satan purſung, 
the Law condemning, Guilt purſuing, the poor 
Soul hath no ſafe Refuge to flee unto but tlic 
Lord jeſus. The Soul that hath Chriſt his Lite, 


can ſay the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath purchais! 
| | eternal 


— ow Vie 
Chit a Chziſtians Life. wF 
eternal Salvation for me; he became a Curſe fox 
me, and Redeemed from the Curte of the Law . 
and lt Satan and Conſcience ſav what they 
will, Je ſus Chri/ hath paid my Debts, ſatisficd 
3 given me reſt ro my Soul. Take up 
zu thy quiet Reſt in him, O my Saul, fox 
bat ever the Law faith, it ſpeaks to them that 
at Ar gem the Law + But J am Red dem. d by | 
Cha he is become my Rock, and n Sale 45 ; 
on ; my Soul return tl: ou to thy Reſt, Cal. 3. x 
10. Fo A ANY as are of the norks st the Lam, ave 
3c? ” the Curſe : For ii is written, Cur ſed is ever | 
ut continue 5 or in all things which are vi 
ein the Book of the Law to do them. Be ſure yOu 
do ul, or yo U 7 nothing; chere was never u | 


Man fince the of Alam, that could do al! 
things. m. np Ex ©: th ing as he ought. But 


s 
Chris tl tilted the Luv, and hach delivered” us ; 
from t he Curie of the LAY : for the ſult thall 
Ive by Fitth 1 In ri. Till a Soul comes ts 
e Cb. /7, tbe Sour cin never have feit | 
and quiet: Indecd you may (corect the Day of | 
your Death ; if you are v and zip in Carnal fe: 
ar!ties, that is not Re [t ; the Soul will be mo⸗ | 
1 led again, when Confſcicnce js awakened, to | 
onſider what the state of the & al is. But i 
tic La and Sin acculcs, tlie So that can tru! 
experience the Lord jſelus brit is his Lite, 
rg pee ve ny teur! Ol rh La w.hath * 
. 5 Hine — Ss . 
— nal Riſe: tor L um. and 18at Gods tigt 
Har  intercedling WII. Deine Wifi e, and b 0 
Paycl the ww! noſe Price and Ranſom; the Law 
wal condemus them that are under the Law. 
bus (Hris hath deliver a Believer from all its 
*CCURLIONS 5 who flull Jay any thing to tin 
Charos of Ot CLOS $$ "4 7 — 1 
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is a Believers own ; he is Righteouſneſs to eve- 
ry one that truly applies him. My Friends, till 
you know there is ſitisfiction made to the Ju- 
ſtice of God, you can never take up your reſt; 
doas much as you can, until you come to cen- 
ter in this Glorious Redemption, that Cri? 
hath purchaſed ; to ſee him San&tification and 
Redemption; that he hath ſatisficd for you, 
that you live on him tor all; then the Soul can 
take up his quiet Reſt. But till it is thus, do as 
much as you will, there is ſomething wanting 
ſtill : Not a word of Peace to be had from God, 
but in and through Chriſt. Do as much as you 
will in a way of Duty, without Chriſt, you 
cannot have Reſt and Quiet. It you have been 
a Praying Perſon this Ten, Twenty or Thirty 
Years, this will all be {wallowed up in this 
one thing, God is not ſatisfied, the Gui!t of 


| Sin follows me, my Conſcience accuſcs Saith 
C Luther, 1am not able to endure my Conſcience, i- 
tber am I quieted by my own Works, or by the Rich- 
| ec0::ſneſs of Gods Laws; much leſs have J any Cum 


for t by my ſanitity, which out of my own Devotion 
and good Opinion I make choice of; yea, the Devil 
through my Sin, fo hunteth me in ſuch fort, that 1 
thin the World is too narrow for me; only the ac- 
knonledgment of Chriff lifteth me up, and fettcth ri 
Conſcience in Peace. S 
Therefore 1 look not what I am in wy {«l!, 
but what Chriſt hath done; he hath bore the 
Curſe, therefore I ſhall never bear it. God hath 
laid on him the Tniquity of us all, therefore my 
Soul return thou to thy reſt, All the Debt 15 
diicharged, now my Soul can ave a quiet Lc 
in Chriſt. O what a Soul-ſatisfying lite 1t !, 
live Chriſt! and till then there will be 4 
complaiming; 
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complaining; when you have done all that yon 
can do, when you have done the belt you an, 
vou want a Righteouſneſs to ſtand before God. 
The Soubin Chriſt is cloathed with a Garment 
ſufficient for to cover its Nakedneſs. Here 
is 2 Righteouſneſs is as broad and long as the 
Wounds and Nakedneſs of the Soul; and that 
your own Duties can never be. If a Man could 
{tand bemoning his Sins fromMorning till Night, [ 
there would be fomething in that that he would | 
need a Pardon for; but now Chrift nas made S 
jor us, that we might be male the Righ:eonfn</s A 
God in him, 2 Cor. 5. 21. Made Sin, not only, i 
{aid to be fo, but made ſoz Sin imputed to- | 
him: And while our Sins lay on him, ne was | 
an imputed Sinner, bearing our Sins. The Wrath 
of God was poured on him, he bore the fault, 
and God laid cur Sins on him, that we might 
be the Righteouſnels of God in him. His Righs, 
teouſneſs is made our Perſonal Righteouſneis, 
a8 f we had performed all things our ſelves; we 
are made the Righteouſneſs of God; not thought 
to be ſo, or ſeem to be ſo, but really made fo: 
here is a covering to cover all our Nakednefs. 
Jaiab faith, our Righteouſnets is a Bed too ſhort 
for us to ſtretch our {elves upon, and a Covering 
too narrow for us to wrap our ſelves in: if a 
Man hath a Garment of Silk or Silver, and if it 
be not long enough to cover bim, there is a cauſe 
ot ſhame; to if you have the braveſt Duties and 
Expreſſions, Carriage and outzvard Behaviour in 
Religion, without you are wrapt up in this 
Rightcouſneſs, there is fill Omething wanting, 
that will cauſe ſhame and Confuſion to all Eter- 
mty; he was made ſin for us that knew no fin, 
that we might be made the Y a{rcoulnels of God 
. 4 In 
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in im. A Bcheving Soul ought to talk with 


*. 


our Saviour in this manner, I am thy Sins, thou 


ar! ny Righteauſn fs, therefore I am 769ful, and 
beldly 10 triumph for my Sins, not over ballancins 


th Kig hteon aſs, neither let thy Righteouſneſs at 


nie to bt or remain a Sinner: Bleſſed for ever- 
more, and praiſed by thy Name ſweet FJeſut. It is 
a glorious Expreſſion, a high Expreſſion, a com- 
thrtable Expreſſion, and truly a great Myſtery; 
that the innocent Lamb of God, that knew no 
Sn {hou!d be made Sin for us, and we made the 


| Riahtecufneſs of God in him, Col. 2. We are 


chmpleat in him, compleat in Chriſt, tho' not 
cmpleat in Sancti fication, yet compleat in the 
ſight of God and juſtification; he doth preſent 
you without Spot or Wrinkle before God. In 
the beſt of Men the beſt Performances leaves a 
ſenfe of Guilt upon their Souls; there is ſome- 


ing wanting; but in Chriſt there is compleat 


Righteouſneſs, compleat Wiſdom, compleat 
Redemption, compleat Beauty, compleat Glory, 
every thing compleat that the Soul is compleat 
in him. 

Fifthlv. To live Chrift is happy Life becauſe 
it is a ſafe Life ; vou ore never ſafe till you are 
in Chritt, and, and there is no ſafety any where 
elſe; you that are in Chriſt O look back frlt, 
what not long ſince you were; Secondly, what 
now you are; Thirdly, what you {halt be, 
and you will fee cauſe of Admiration. When 
you were cut of Chriſt, what a dangerous fire 
were you in, under the Wrath of God, the 
Curſe of the Law ! Conſider, where was I when 
knew not Chriſt? Where was I going? | 
was going to Deſtruction and did not knowy it : 
Was ] fo near the Brink of the Pit and did not 


1.1110 


— —— ᷑ͥ7.Qà»ñ!ñ —— 2 — — 3 


Chift a Chiitians Life, 28, 


mind? Was I ſo near ſinking and did not cry 
out? O how can I but admire and adore tins 
God that hath done this for me! He hath brought 
me mgh by the Blood of the Covenant; he 
hath brought me to a ſafe Condition; you were 

a far off, but now are brought migh by the 
Blood of the Covenant; ye were without Chriſt, 
without the Covenant, Epheſ. 2. 13. 

Thirdly, Conſider what ere long you ſhall. - 
be; you that are in Chriſt ſhall ere long be 
with Chrift, you ſhall be ſafely arrived in Glo- 
ry: O the danger that a Soul out of Chrilt is in! 
You are under the Sword of Divine Juttice, and 
how ſoon 1t may drop down on your Head, 
drop down on your Heart, you do not know; 
therefore you are never fate till you are in Chritt, 
that is a ſafe Life; Prov. 1. 33. But nhoſo Har len- 
eth unto me ſhall dwell ſafely and ſhall be quiet from 
fear of Evil, Whoſo hearkens ſo as to believe, 
accept and lay hold on, and cloſe with Chritt,. 
they ſhall dwell fafely, and ſhall be quiet from: 
fear of Evil, the Fear of Evil thall not hurt you: | 
Prov. 3. 18. ſpeaking of Wiſdom, the is 4 Tree; 
of Life to them that lay hold upon her, and happy. is + 
every one that retaineih her. There is in Cbriſt 
ſatety, there is firſt the Life of Jultihcation, . ſe- 
condly of Sanctification, and thirdly of. Glo- 
rification. 

Firſt, a Life of Juſtification, a Tree of Life to 
free from Condemnation : There is no C n | 
tion to them that are in Chri, Rom. S. 1. You? | 
are ſafe from the Condemnation of the Law, Ju- 
ſtice, Conſcience and Condemnation ot: the 
World: Who hail lay any thing to the.Charge - 
of God's EleR ? there is Lite laid up in Chriſt, 

Lite for poor dead Sinners, Life for poor: cone” 
| K3 demsed 
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demned Sinners that lay hold on this: Tree of 
Lite; there is no Condemnation to them more ; 
there thall be no following them, as it was with 
F»2b to the Altar to flay him there. Lay hold 
enthe Tree of Lite arid you are fafe tor ever: 
You may ſay of the Thunderings of the Law, 
Fam fete trom them all, the Tree of Lite ſtands 
ready to give you the Lite of Righteouſneſs and 
Juftihcation that you may be tree from Con- 
demnation; there is no Condemnation : What 
aJate cafe is à Soul in, that is in Chritt? let a 
Soul be condemned never ſo much, nothing 
wall hurt lum, God hath juſtified him in, 
through, and for Chrilt's ſake; tho the Devil 
come and accuſe, and faith this man is clothed 
with filthy Garments; this Tree of Lite ſtands 
ready, Zechar. 3. 1, 2. Satan comes and accuſcs 
Joſarta, he was clothed with filthy Germents. 
thou art a holy God, a God of purer Eyes than 
to behold leuguity with approbation': But here 
tie come with filthy Garments, here is a bu- 
tul Man come; he ccanes to offer up S:crifice for 
the People, but be 1s firful ; the Devil comes 
and accuſcs hun and (condemns him. Now 
while there is any thing to condemn a Man he 
is not fefe; the Devil comes and lays to hits 
Charge that be ig clothed in filthy Garments, 
but he comes not in Love to Holine's, but in 
Envy to hu, in Envy tothe Saints, and in 
Frvy to God, and in Enyy to lits Free-Orace z 
but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt aid to Satan, the 
Lord rebuke thee, Is not this a Brand pluckt out 
of the Fire ? I leave choſen hun, be is en 3-lect 
Veel, 1 bave redeemed lim, I have clotic: 
k'm with Change of Rarment, J have put a far 
Mitre on his Head ; Satan do thy worlt and 
ipeak 


Chuſt a Chuſtians Life, \89 


ſneak thy worſt, thou canſt not hurt Joh. 
So this Tree of Life frees from ores emnation , 

lay hold on Chriſt you are quit, let what Bills 
there will come in againſt you; if a Man {ould 
be tryed for his Life, and there comes in many 
ils of Inditement againſt him, but he ſhews 
ins Pardon tor all, then in vain do they come 
in; or if there be never ſo may [rms all is for- 
given ; fo let the Devil come 11 with never o 
many Tem, and the Law come in with never 
{0 many hems: the Lord Jus ſorgives them all 
to them that lay hold on him bY Faith. 


Secondly, Then! it isa Life of Sanchfication L 


Vhere fin reigned before, in {hall not have 
Dao over vou: YOU are not u nder the Law, 
but under Grace: Then you may ſce that the 
Law will not kill fin: The Law will tell you, 
you are a finner, but it will not kill your fin, 
Rom.16 14. Fer /in ſh. ol wot | hade Dem nion oder you | 
for you are not under the Law, but un1er Grace. 
Ibo fin may trouble you, it {hall not have 
Dominion over you; tho it may grieve vou, it 
{hall not undo you. The Serpent s Eecd is ſen- 
ten d. The Feed 0/ the Vormran {hall break the Ser 
Pen! He, . Rom. S. 3. For what he Law coul 
10! a, in that it was weat through the fleſh, God 


[4 


ſendiag his Son in the likens ls ſinſul fleſh, and 


” 
% ſin condemned lin in the 2 th. WW; hen 2 Soul 


ales not hoid cn Chritt, ſin!s in bis Nut ure, bis 


Luis dogging of him, his Lois reigmng and 
. over him; but through Chriſt he over- 
3 
Hirdly, A Life of Glory. I be A; -0!U agufec- 
kans th 5 tif ones among the lorified ones, 
"a hom ** Nn d, them he juttified : and whom 

e juttite], them he etcrifics, He ireaks in 
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the Preſent Tenſe, as if it were already done, 
that they that lay hold of this Tree of Life, arc 
as {ure of eternal Lite, as if they were already in 
Glory: So that it is a very ſafe Life to live Chriſt, 
and to lay bold on her: But mark it (hill, this 
Trecof Life is too high for carnal Reaſon to 
reach. This Tree of Le muſt drop Fruit into 
your Souls before you can reich up to that. We 
fee fruittul Tres te bending Trees Trees that 
are loaded wit Fruit bow down, 6 that even 
a Child may lie on the Ground and eat the 


Fruit: So Jeius Chriſt taking our Nature, hum- 


bled lumſelf to the Death of the Crots ; he con- 
deſcended fo low, to have Union with us poor 
finners, that a poor Soul cannot go to Chriſt till 
Chriſt firſt come to hm. Chriſt firſt comes to 
the Soul, he bends down to the carnal Heart, 
ani} poffeſſes the Soul of the Life of Faith, and 
then the Soul can reach up to to him. Come to 
me all ye thut are weary and heavy laden, and I nil 
grve yog ref, But how Shall I come, Lord? 
may a poor ſinner ſay. Says Chriſt, No man 
can come uni me except the Father draw vim. I 
mult firſt come by my Spirit to the ſinner, before 
he can come to me by Faith. But faith a poor 
Soul, I cannot lay hold of Chriſt, 1 cannot be- 
Heve, nor I cannot make Chriſt my Life, I am 
a poor undone ſinner ; but if Chriſt comes 10 
vou, and takes you by the Arin, as he did E- 

kraim. Hol. 11. 3. cannot you go along with, 
him ? It he comes and gives you an hand of Faith, 
and takes hold of you, can you not follow lum? 
This fruitful Tree of Life bends down with bis 
Fruit, that finners may lay hoid on him. It the 
Husbandman expects to have Corn, be mult 


fow ut; if a Man would have a fine Gardens. 
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he muſt plant it, for the ground naturally brings 
forth nothing but Briers and Thorns. The 
Ground was curſed whew Adam had finned, 
and every Heart 1s curſed, and all the finner 
can bring forth by Nature is curſed Fruit; there 
may be ſomething like Grace, ſomething like 
Faith, but no true ſaving Faith; as there may 
be Field- herbs like Garlen- herbs, and many 0- 


ther things alike, that are not the ſame; natural 


Gitis, may {hew like Grace: Put by natural 
Reaſon there is never a Man nor Woman, (do 
the molt they can) that can lay hold of Chriſt, 
till Chriſt comes and lays hold of them. There 
is nothing in cur Hearts but Briers and Thorns, 
we cannot believe; bur when Chriſt comes, and 
works Faith in our Hearts, then we lay hold on 
Chriſt, then we are fafe for ever. When you 
are got into Chriſt, all Storms whatſoever can- 
not hurt you, you are fafe. So the Lord Jeſus 
ſpeaks, Pros, g. 35. For whoſoever findeth me findeth 
Whoever is a.{tranger to Chriſt, is under the 
power of Death, the ſentence of Death and Con- 
dem mation; but whoever find. th me findeth Life. 
What then? They ſhall obtain Favour of the 
Lord.Jn the Feycur of a King or great Man they 
fay is lafety; but that is not true always, nor 
very often; but they are certainly for ever ſafe 
at enjoy the favour of God. You mult find 

110 before you know the fwaur of God; 
_ $ favour is manifeſt in Chriſt; when he 
ews kindnz!s it is in Chriſt + whoſoever _tinds 
= rt! { ſhall he God's favour, Pſal. 65. 18. He 
Path ecervel g. Fr; for men, yea for the rebellious 
alſo, that God may dwell among them. H you 
* rowld have the faour of God, ſeek after Chit ; 
in this Temple the fulneſs of the Godlicad drvells 
bodily, 
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bodily, and when you come to live in Chriſt, 
zd ſives in you, he comes and takes up his a- 
bode with you; Th haſt aſcended up on High, 
thou haff led cattivity captive, thou haft received 
gifts for men. What Men? The Rebcllious. 
hat encouragement is here for rebellious ſin- 
ners to come to Chriſt? O ſinner, come; Chriſt 
hath received Giſts for you: To what end ? 
That God may dwell among you. Chriſt hath 
received enough to make you lovely in the fight 
of the Father for ever. How ſhould Saints alſo 
be encouraged by this, under all their Infir- 
mities and Troubles? If you had all the com- 
forts of a preſent Life, and had not the favour of 
God, you would be undone for ever. He that 
finds Chriſt, finds Life, and ſhall obtain fiyour 
of the Lord; God will dwell among ſuch. As 
Chriſt by Death made way for the Soul to come 
to God, fo by the Revelation of his Grace a Soul 
comes to taſte of the Love of God. When a 
! Soul comes to know Chriſt, then the favour of 
{ God ſhines on him; and is not this a ſafe Life? 
| O Chriſtleſs Soul, that lives, but not in Chriſt; 
{ that knows many things but not Chriſt: that 
performs Duties, but not by Faith in Chriſf; you 
|, are never fafe, you do not know how ſoon your 
flaugtter-day will come, and it will be eternal. 
You that have not Chriſt for your Sacrince, 
your Souls muſt be a Sacrifice in Hell for cver: 
But vou that live Griff live an happy Lite, for 
it is 2 ſafe Life, As Abigal ſpake to David when 
ſhe met him, the greateſt comfort that ſhe 
brought to him, was, That his Life thould be 
bound up in the Life of his Lord, 28-29. 25. 25, 
29, I pray thee forgive the treſpaſs f thine hand- 


aid, for the Lord will certainly mate my 3 
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ſure Houſe: becauſe my Lord figbteth the Battles of 
the Lord, and evil hath not been found in thee all 
thy days, Tet a mants riſen o purſue thee, and to 
ſeek thy Soul. Saith the, Here is a mighty Man 
riſen to purſue thy Lite, but though he 18 riſen 
up againſt thee, thou ſhalt be ſure to be ſafe. 
Why? What is the reaſon? The Soul of my Lord 
ſhall be bound in the bundle of Life with the Lord 
thy God, Whatcver purſues a Soul in Chrif ſhall 
never hurt him. Ai! T-mptations, and Trou- 
bles, and Accuſations that rurſue the Soul ſhall 
not hurt it. Saith the, A Min :s riſen to pur- 
ſue thy Life, but however the Soul of my Lord 
is bound up in the bundle of Lite with the Lord 
thy God. Friends, you are never ſafe, till your 
Souls are bound up in the bundle of Life with 
rig, till you come to take Gris, lay hold on 


lim as your own, you are never fafe, you have. 


Purſuers. A man ts riſen up to purſue the life of 
ny Lord: But one poor Coriſtian 18 purſued with 
Temptation, another with ſtrong Corruption, 
another with ſtrong Fears and Terrors, another 
with great Defertion ; but &xiſtiant, never fear, 
your Life is bound up in the bundle of Liſe; 
the Life of Righteouſneſe, the Life of Grace, the 
Life of Comfort, the Life of Glory. The Soul 
that believes in Chri is ſo bound np in him, 
that the Devil cannot reach him, Temptation 
cannot harm him, ſin cannot undo him, Trou- 
ble cannot overcome him. O what a Life is a 
Believers Life! I am not {peaking of a Profeſ- 
ſors Life only; not one that performs Duty, but 
one that lives on Griſt. For me to live is Chrift, 
Oitis the ſafeſt of Lives! Whatever you have 
done you will ncver be ſaſe; whatever you have 
profeſſed, you will never be fate till you are 

bound 
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bound up with Chriſt, There is nothing 
you can do in outward Duty, but the Devil 
Will have more to ſay againſt you, than you 
have to ſay for your ſelves. There is no fear, O 
Saint, whatever comes againſt thee, if thou art 
in Chriſt. Therefore conſider it, every one of 
you, as you would appear at the Great Day, and 
your Faces not beaſhamed, pray ſee that Chriſt 
be yours, pray ſe: that you can produce the 
Seals and Witncis of tlie Spirit of God that you 
are Believers, or all your Profeſſion will leave 
you miſerable. To live Chriſt is a ſafe Lite, 
yp 14. 19. faith Chriſt, Becauſe of him you hall 
ive alſo. He lives, and you ſhall live; he is in 
Glory, and you ſhall be in Glory; he 1s on the 
Throne, and you {hall be on the Throne, he is 
beloved ot the Father, and you are beloved cf 
the Father. Believing in Chriſt is a ſafe way , 
no way ſafe but by believing in Chriſt. Thiere 
is a poor Chriſtian in Troubles and Trials, but 
he is happy, his Life is bound up in his Lords 
Life, which is the Lite of Lives. When css 
was in his Journey to Padan Aram, When fic 
came to lie down at Night, he had but an hard 
Pillow. Indeed many times it is hardeſt with 
the outward Man, when it is beſt with the in- 
ward Mau: He had a ſtone for his Pillow, but 
a Cordial for his Soul. A Ladder that 
reached from Heaven to Earth. 

This Ladder hath fix glorious Rounds, that 
make a Believer to aſcend up to the enjoyment 
of God, his Birth, his Life and Doctrine, his 
Death and Reſurrection, his Aſcenſion and It- 
terceſſion. Chiriſt is that Ladder that reacheth 
from Heaven to Earth ; the Saints Salvation 15 

egun, carried on, and finiſhed in and tluough 
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and by him; he is the Author and Finiſher c 
our _ we are —— rot —— — LY 
. Chrift is Principium Elethonis, he is the 
firlt Elect, in whom, and for whom all other 
are elected. God elected Chriſt to be Head of 
the Body, all the Members choſen in him, be is 
made All to the believing Soul, from firſt to 
luſt, he is made of God, Wiſdom, Rightecuſ- 
neſs, Sanctification and Redemption, 1 Cr. 1. 


. | . CL. 
: It was a Figurative Diſcovery of the Lord je- 
{us Chriſt, whoſe Deity and Humanity was er 
ſorth by this Ladder. | „ a, TH8 

T his Ladder may be confidered, either t. Literal- 

ly, and ſo ut is repreſented to Jacob, the Providence 
of God, wha tho" be dwells in Heaven extends bit 
Care and Government to the Earth, arid particular- +: 
ly makes uſe of the Angels, at miniſtring Spiri:s | 
Vr the good of bit prop; and theſe Anpelr do noe | 
ear idle or ftaming fill, bur dlweys in motion, ö 
einher aſcending in Gu, 10 receive his Cmmunds; | 
or de ſcending t Earth. for the execution of them; | 
» hich was A m4. ſcaſonuble Fife for Jacob in his 
ſad and ſorrow{ul condition, (bat though he was for- 
aten and perſecuted by Men, and forced to fie ay | 
leererly ſor fear i bus Liſe; yet be neither nas nr | 
/haxld be negleFett or 8 of Gad in his nhye | 
Journey. Or, Aftitally, and ſo ir repreſems Je- 
(as Chriſt, by mhom Heaven and Earth are united, 
»ho is called the way i Heaven, nhich this Lad» 
der at, who as the Head U Angels, is perperuatly-- - 
ſending them forth either to God, ar from God, ta 

| fer to the Heirs of Salvation. Mr. Pools An- 
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reached up to Heaven, and behold the Angels 
of God aſcending and deſcending, Gen. 28. 11. 
And he lt121eJupon a certain place, and tarried 
there al! Night. It is beft tarrying, though 
Night, when Chrift is preſent ; becauſe the Sun 
was ſet. When outward Comforts go down, 
and Chriſt ariſes, it is a bleſſed change. And 

he mi of the Fones of the place, and put them for 

Hit Pillont. It is a bleſſed Lodging where Chriſt 
i. And lay down in that place to ſleep Well 
may a Soul ſleep quiet, when Chriſt is preſent 
with him. And he dreamed a Dream, and be- 
hold, a Ladder fet upon the Earth, and the top of it 
reached to Flexven. This muſt be Jeſus Chriſt 
figuratively, | 

For Firſt, His Protection was ready, thouzh 
this was but a Dream God did viſit his Peo- 
ple in Dreams of Old, before Chriſt was mani- 
ſeſt in the Fleſh. Jefus Chriſt, © whoſe Huma- 
nity was fet forth, who humbled bimſelf to 
the Death of the Croſs, he came from Heaven 
to Earth, he was truly God, truly Man. And 
behold the Angels of God aſcending and de ſcending 
on it. Still there are always miniſtring Spirits 
about the Heirs of Salvation, ſtill they keep the 
Rounds of the Ladder ; they are ready to ſerve 
God, if they are ſent a thouſand Miles, yea, 
Millions of Miles, to miniſter to the Saints, 
ſhewing fi}! only, that a Soul in Chriſt hath 
Protection, and Cad Angels to attend up- 
on him, he hath the Chariots of God to accom- 
pahy him, Pſal. 68. 17. O Believer, what are 
you Chriſts ? And have you ſo many Angels 
waiting, on you daily? Where is your thank- 
fulneſs, where is your Heart-Jove to God? PJat. 
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boſs that fear him. Have you Angels waiting 
and attending on you? Angels aſcending and 
deſcending tor your Good ? You are in a fafe 
condition. Believing Souls, have you not 
found this Ladder many times when you have 
been in Trouble and under Deſertion; have yon 
not found your Hearts hard, you Comforts 
dead, your Sonls caſt down ; — not you 
found jeſus Chrift the Ladder, by winch yew 
have aſcended up to the Father? Hath he not 
brought you out of that Wilderneſs condition 7 

Whoſgeret thou art that feareſt the Lord, 
be of good courage, take thou no care, neither 
be faint- hearted, nor make amy doubt of the 
Angels walking, watching and Protection, for 
moſt certainly they are about, and by thee, and 
do carry thee upon their hands, But how, or 
in what manner? Fake thou no care. 
* therefore it muſt be ſure and certain. 


Although nov adays they appear not viſibhy, 


nor afford ſuch outward help, yet are th 
Heavenly Meſſengers employed for the ſafeguard 
and benefit of tlie Saints. As Ernbroidered Che- 
rubims invironed the Tabernacle, & do thoſe 
Heavenly Soldiers guard God's true Taberna- 
cle, the Church. Ainſworth. 

Ant. 3. 6. Whe is this that camet out of the Wil- 


derneſr? Who is this? Prom whence doth the - 


come? From the Wildernefs ; a Wilderneſs of 
Trials, Temptations and Defertions ; the turns” 
her Back on them, and her Face on Chriſt. Aud 
how doth the come ? She aſcends like Piltars of 
Smoke. WhatIncenſe hath the ? She hath per- 
fun Incenſe, Morrivand Frankincenſe, with: 
all Powders of the Merchant, with the {ſweet 

5 AM Savour 
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Savour of Chriſt, with the Nigliteouſneſs of 
Chriſt: It afcends, being drawn up by the Spi- 
rit of God ; it 1s perfumed, having Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs. No Powder of the Merchant 
can be ſweeter than the Prayers of 2 Saint to 
God in Chriſt; but they would not aſcend, if 
it were not for the Spirit of God. While Per- 
ons employ their Gifts and Parts out of Chriſt, 
they deſcend ; though they do perform Duty in 
the exacteſt manner, yet there is Evil enough in 
them for God to abhor it; they are as Smoalc iu 
the Noſtrils of a pure God : But when they are 
perſumed by Jeſus Chrift, they are a ſweet Sa- 
your. Therefore be not ?fraid of thoſe weak 
Prayers, ſmoky Prayers, they are perfumed with 
Chtiſts Rightoouſneſs. It may be the poor 
Soul complains, I have been at Prayer, but I 
have prayed with fuch wandrings, and ſuch 
dcadnefs, and ſuch coldnefs, - that I fear God 
will abhor me + But Soul, haſt thou breathed 
after Chriſt in them? Then Soul, they are per- 
fumed, tbey will be accepted in Chriſt : There- 
fore by Faith in Chrift your Prayers are fate, 
O bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt, bleſſed be 
God for the Perfume, md bleſſed be God for 
this aſcending ; for you never would have aſ- 
cended, if it were not ihr the Spirit of God; nor 
have yeur Prayers periumed, were it not for 
the wert Olour of Chriſt's  Righteonine!s, 
There are two things a carnal Hart is realy 60 
do; ifthey do a.Duty to their mind, then 
they ere apt to be proud of it, and ret on it; 
2nd if they do not do it to their Mind, then 
they are caſt down and complain, I cannot 
pray, I cannot profit by hearing, God hat! tore 
gotten me, 
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The humblegodly beligring Soul, that makes 
Chriſt his Life, he can truly ay, Though Lam. 


roor in my ſelf, yet Fam rich in Chriſt; IT am | 
indifferent and cold in Prayer, but Chril? 18: | 


— — — 


my Offering and Altar, and therefore in him I. | 
put up all to Cod. Therefore you ſee how. falg> 
a Sou! is that is in Chriſt. | | 
Firſt, Your Souls are ſaſe, none can rob your 
of them; go where you will, your Souls are: | 
ſafe in the hands of Chriſt; you that live Chritt, | 
know Chriſt, belive in Chri/#, lay hold om 
Chriſt, your Souls are fafe indeed, he will keep: 
you : Saith the Apoſtle, 2 T 1. 12. What E 
have committed to him, he will keep z my All b 
F have left with him; he that hath benant me, [ 
that hath paid- the price, have committed alk | 
to him: As you know, if a Man hath purchat-- 


ed a rich Jewel, and leaves it in the hand ob. 2: 
truſty Friend; faith he, I have leſt it with one: 
that is an able Man; but is he faithful? Yes;, | 
he is a very honeſt Min, O how mauctt. more. 
may we ſpeak of Chnſt * Halt thiou committed 
thy Soul to Chriſt? Why? Becauſe he is as; 
ble io pay what ever juſtice can demand: He. | 
hath paid it all: Whatever Troubles or Tfinis F 
go through, Ciniſt can bare me up. But is. 
Chriſt faithful? He is 2 faithful High Preis, 
{faith Paul, L have committed my All to him. 
You do not know what your ole by not cm- 
mitting-your ſelves to Chriſt: We count aur: 
{elves to our jelves, anid that is our great los. 
If vou believe Chriſt to be faithful, co amit: 
your Souls to hin, it 1s fats to leave your Al 
with Chriſt. | 

Sometimes a Man will not leave the worth of.” 
ix. pence inanoiher Man's han !; Vithy f Bee. 
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cauſe he is in debt, and fo he thinks it is not 
ſafe. Chriſt is not in debt, he hath paid all 
that God hath demanded, therefore do you 
commit you Souls to him; the Apoſtle had com- 
mitted his All to him; and truly Paul had 
Jearn'd very much of the knowledge of Chriſt: 
For the which cauſe 1 alſo ſuffer theſe things ; ne- 
wertheleſs I am not aſhamed, for I know whom 1 
bete believed. yy times a perſon ſays, I am 
aſhamed, I was ſuch a Fool to believe ſuch a 
Perſon. Many times you truft to yorr own 
Heart ; ay, the more Fool you. Many times 
you ſay, I truft to my own Duties; ay, the 
more Fool you: But 1 have committed my All 
to Chriſt: Why ? Becanſe-I know him, I hays 
 LEfr all with him, and I am perſwaded when 
I meet the great God, I ſhall not be a Farthing 
in debt, for Chriſt hath paid all. J am per- 
ſwaded my Comforts will be baſe; I am 
perſlwaded my Hopes, my Faith, my 
Soul, my Bod „ my Treaſure, are 211 fafe; 
when the poor Hypocrite will be aſhamed, 
when the carnal Profeſſor will be aſhamed. 
Whatever Denomination Believers go under by 
2 reproaching World, let them do all they can, 

ou that have committed your Souls to Chriſt 
hall not be aſhamed. MNewertheleſs 1 am not 
aſh:med, ſaith the Apoſtle, for 1 know whims I have 
believed, and ] am perfwaded that he is able to keep 
that which Thave committed amo him againſt that 
day. Look to that day, that great day of ac- 
counts is coming, that day that you muſt meet 
God at the Judgment-ſeat. I Cbriſt doth not 
then preſent his ſatis faction for you to God, you 
muſt lie by it toail Eternity: But if you are in 
Chriſt, your Souls are fafe. Pau was as me 
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of Glory, as if he were in Heaven; he was as 
certain of a Crown of Righteouſneſs, as if poſ- - 
ſeſs'd of it, 2 Tim. 4. 7. 8. I have fought a good | 
fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, J have kept the 
Faith; henceforward there is laid up for me a Crown 
of Righteouſneſs, which the Lird, the righteous 
2 ſhall give me at that day, and not to me on- 
y, but unto them alſo that love his apprarins, 
Friends, look to your Crown, look to your Souks, 
look to your Glory, ay, and that you may ſe- 
Cure them; look that vou lay hold on Chriſt. 
Methinks to conſider how many Millions of 
Souls will ſtand at the great Day ſtrangers to 
Chriſt, that have made a great Profeſſion of Re- 
ligion, but have reſted upon their own Duties 
for Salvation, ſhould awaken us to throw our 
ſelves upon Chriſt alone in all we do for accep- 
tance before God. Do as many Duties as can 
be performed, if Chriſt be not yours at that 
day, you will be confounded ; but if Chriſt is 
yours, your Souls are fate. | 

But Chriſtians, are your Souls in the hands of 
Chriſt? Bought with the Blood of Chriſt? 
Have you committed your Souls to Chrift ? Do 
you live on him? Pſal. 37. 5, Commit thy way 
umo the Lord, truft alſo in him, and he ſhall bring 
ie to paſs ; he will never fail them that commit 
them ſelves unto him, Heb. 13. 8. Tefferday and 
te day the ſame for ever, If the World be turns 
ed upſide down, he is the jame for ever, 
Secondly, The Soul that lives Chriſt, his Soul 
is ſafe, none can rob him of his Comforts. | 

Firſt, AfﬀiGhions ſha!i not rob you of your 
Comforts. Truly I tell you, Friends, there 
are many, we hope they are Believers, but for 
want of a teal denomination of Faith pa 
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and living on Chriſt, they are afraid in every 
Trouble, that God is coming to deſtroy theim. 
But if Chriſt is your Life, who can deſtroy you? 
Mat. 10. 28. And ſear not them which ill the 
Body, bat are not able to kill the Sou! ; but rather 
fear him which is alle to deſtroy both Body and Soul 
in Hell, What hurt can ali Atfliction do, when 
God is your God ? There is not one Affliction 
comes but 1t is in Love. You may write Love 
upon all your bitter Potions, they are all ſaſe, 
you. have them from a kind and tender Phyſician 
that underſtands his Practice, and loves his | 
Patients. If it is a bitter Portion, yet Love | 
and Care may be writ upon all. Many are apt ; 
to cry, God is againſt me, he is deftroying me, 
he hath found me out; but when Chriſt is be- 
er- Life, it is all in Love from God. If 
a Child be running in a pleaſant way, to the 
Rivers ſide, where many Children have been 
drowned, and one pulls this Child away, O 
let me go this pleaſant way; but the Perſon or 
Parent that pulls it away, knows the Danger 
that the Child doth not, therefore he plucks it 
away, tho againſt the Child's Will. So many 
times, when a Saint cries out, God is * 
with me in Anger, when God is dealing with 
him in Love; and tho it ig a green and plea- 
fant way, the Lord prevents you by Afflich- 
ons from the Evil that otberwiſe you would fall 
into. A Son; deſpiſe mt thou the rapper of the 
Lord, neithtr faint when thou art rcbuked of him. It 
may —— will ay, Doany deſpiſe the Lord? 
Yes, when you murmur. Truly God might | 
have prevented this Affliction, I cannot bear it, 
I ſhould have done well enough, had not theſe 


Troubles come upon me. But God is not 8 
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with a Believer, the Flame of his Juſtice hatÞ 
taken hold of Chriſt, The Phyfician does not 
intend any hurt in a bitter Potion. Chriſt 
bath paid dear for your Afflictions, that they 
might be ſanctified, Heb. 11. 6. Whamne the Lard 
lodeth he chaftneth, and ſcourgeth every Son whom 
he receiveth. If ye endure chaſtening, God 
dealeth with you as with Sons ; for what Son 
is he whom the Father chaſteneth not? But 
while a Soul is out of Chriſt, every Preſſure is 
a Laſh of Divine Juſtice : But a Soul in Chriſt 
may ſay, by his ſtripes am I healed, my, Ini- 
quitzes are laid upon him, God hath nothing 
againſt me, Chritt hath paid all for me, 
When God calls his Children aſide, and cor- 
res them, they may lay, I will go to my Father, 
and hear what he ſpeaks ; for Chriſt hath bought 
all, and whatever the Cup is, tho bitter, I wall 
drink it up; though a Cup of affliction it is 
bleſt. But Souls out of Chrift, every thing robs 
them of their comfort; while they can do any 
thing, and profper in in the World they go on 
bravely; but let God touch them, and they 
are filled with Amazement. But take Saints, 
whoſe God is their God, Chriſt their Life, they 
can go on comfortably. Lord, whatever bitter 
Portion I have, it is in Love. That God in 
anger chaſtiſes his Saints, is impoſſible, for 
Chrift hzth born the Wrath of God, and hath 
ſatisfied Divine Juſtice, that God hath not one 
drop to pour out upon you that are Chriſts. 
Your Afflictions are to keep you from fin, to 
ſubdue fin, io ſanctifie your courſe of Life, that 
vou may be weaned from the World, and live 
to God. Muay Perſons bring a falſe Charge a- | 
gatalt the Saints of God in their Afflictions, as | 


Job's ; 
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Job's Friewls did againſt him: You will fay 
to the Godly, when they are afflicted, The 
Hand of God is againſt you, the Curſe of God 
is upon you, the Devil and corrupt Hearts are 
very apt to make bad conſtructions of God's 
Dealings, and to cloſe in with ſuch conjectures. 
It Chriſt hath not paid all, there is ſomething 
for you to pay ; but if you are Chriſt's, Chritt 

\ hath paid all; therefore Afflictions cannot rob 
you of your comfort. 

Secondly, Juſtice cannot rob you. The Ju- 
ſtice of God is ſatisfied, yon may look Divine 
Juſtice in the Face boldly. There are two Men 
that walk very fearfully, the Man that bor- 
rows what he hath, and the other that ſteals 
that he hath, The one is afraid of an Arreft, 
the other of hanging. So it is with poor Sinners ; 
The ungodly Man that calls not upon God at 
all, ſteals all, for be never asks Gods leave; he 
ſteaks the Mercies of God without asktng God's 
teave whether he ſhall have them or xo, There, 
is another, chat is the Profeſſor that knows not 
Chriſt; he indeed will ask God for Mercies and 
doth perform Duties; be will pray, he will 
give thanks, and he will faſt, and, in his own 
conceit, do whatever God requires, but he reſts 
here; but notwithſtanding all this, Juſtice is 
not ſatisfyed. It is jour Duty to give thanks 
for Mercies, and your Duty to pray, and your 
Duty to fiſt. But do you think your Duties 
are Payment to God for what you receive? And 
do you think, becauſe you perform Duty, you 
fatisfic God? No, there will come a day of 
Reckoning, and you muſt lie in Priſon till you 
have paid the liſt Mite, if vour Mercies are not 
bought with Chriſts Blood ; but if Jetus Chrit 
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is become your Life, then all is paid ; for you 
have all your Mercies in a way of Redemption, 
50 the Pfalmilt, Pl. 197. 1. O give thanks un 
0 the Lord, for he 4 good, for his mercy endure 
for ever. Will giving Thanks entitle to theſę 
mercies? No, let the redeemed of the Lord ſay 
fo : You that are Chriſts, all God's Mercies are 
yours, made over to you, every Mercy is bought 
and paid for. But an Unbeliever, every comfort 
he hath he muſt pay dear for, his Mercies and 
Talents are but borrowed; but all the Mercies 
you have that are in Chriſt, are bought with the 
lood of Chriſt. What you haye is your own 
Chriſt Jefus, therefore none can take it from you, 
Thirdly, Satan cannot rob you of your com- 
fort, if you are in Chriſt; he may caſt Floods 
after you, but he cannot rob. you; he may waſh 
you, but ſhall not'drown you. Upon this Rock- 
will I build my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall 
not prevail againſt it. Youare not built on this, 
Rock, that have not Chriſt to be yours, do what 
u will; but taking hold on Chriſt, you are 
uilt on a Rock, Mat: 16. And I ſay alſo unto 
thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this Rock will I 
build my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſha!! not 
prevail againſt her. Chriſt is not only a Rock to 
uphold you, but he 1s Life to keep you, that all” 
the Flouds that the Devil caſts after you ſhall 
not drown you ; Satan's Temptations may come, 
and may try you; the Saint may ſee a great 
Cloud ariſing, but it ſhall not drown hirn. 
David complains, That Deep calleth unto Deep, 
and : har the Waves and Billows were gone over him. 
Tho' there may be great Waves, great Trials, 
great Temptations, they ſhall not overcome you. 
| tell you, the Devil {hall never drown you that 
1 are 
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in Chrift ; the Ship may be toſſed, the poor 
Saints may cry out, Lord, fave, or we periſh. 
but if Chrift is in the Ship, no fear, if Chriſt is 
yours; if you are toſſed with Temptations, arid 
perplexed with great Troubles, all the Devil can 
do againſt you ſhall but ſtir you up to awaken 
Chrift, though he intends the undoing of your 
Souls, Have you Temptation or Wandrings 
in Prayer? Does it not make you to cry to Chrift 
more vehemently, to run to Chriſt more con- 
ſtantly, to rely on Chnft more heartily? The 
Devil's Temptations do but waſh away your 
Filth, you are kept ſtill upon the Rock, you 
ſhall not be drown'd : The loving kindneſſes 
of the Lord are ſtill the fame to you, the Devil 
robs moſt of the World; he robs them of their 
Time, and their Souls and Comforts, and they 
will certainly be undon : But now though Sa- 
tan does trouble you with Temptations and Cor- 
ruptions, vou that are Believers, he thall not 
rob you of your comfort, becauſe you live on 
Chriſt. 

Fourthly, Death ſhall not rob you of your 
comfort. If Ctriſt is yours, Death in and thro' 
Chrift is conquered. If a Lion or Bear did he 
dead in the ſtreet, every little Boy would be 
read to ſtand on them, and make nothing of 
them; but if they were alive, they would be 
afraid of them, and not dare to come near them: 
So Death being conquered by Chrift, the Sung 
being taken a way, the weakeſt Believer in Chriſt 
may inſuſt over Death. Death coines peaceably 
to tell you, God would have you come te your 
Manſions of Glory. But a carnal Man cut of 
Chriſt, Death undoes him; he may cry out, I 


am undone, loſt and damned for ever; I thall 
never 
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never breath on Earth more, I ſhall never hear 

a Sermon, I ſhall never have an Offer of Clir:it | 
more, I am going to everlaſting Deftruction: | 
Butitoa Belicver the Sting is taken out. Sin was 
the Inſtrument that brought Death into the 
World, and the Death of Chriſt is the Death of | 
ſn. A Believer, when he dics, may fay, | | 
ſhall change my Late for a better, it Goth net 
rob him of his Joy; Enter chow into the joy of thy 
Lord, When Chriit, who is your Life a. 
appear, you ſhall alſo appear with him; I am 
going to hve a better Life, I am going to live 


with him that 1 hve to. Death is conquered to | 
a Believer, it cannot rob you. | 
Firſt, It cannot rob you of your Joy, for you | 


are going to a better Lite. A Believer may tay, 
i am going where L{hall never grieve God more, 
where I ſhall never cry more. Why hideſt thou 
ihy Face? I am going to that Chriſt I live to; 
my very Heart longs for him, whoſe Preſence 
I ſhall Cre long enjoy: You are but going out 
of the lower Room into the upper; you are but 
going from the Church Militant below, to the 
Church Triumphant above; you are goin p 
to him that came down to you: That Life ws 
lateſt that Death cannot rob us of. O what a 
lamentable Outcry will there be with many at 
their Death! There would be more Outcrics 
with Sumers than there are when Death comes, 
hut that the Devil ſtupiſies them, that they do 
not cry out till they are in Hell: But if Men 
were ſet on the brink of Hell, aud could tee the 
miſery they are going to, Chriſt not being theirs, 
O what a dreadful Outcry wou'd there be! But 
now a Soul in Chriſt may challenge Death, 0 
Death, where # thy ting? O Grave, nhere is thy 
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Lictor)? O Death, what haſt thou againſt me? 


Chriſt hath took away thy Sting. O you that 


have Chriſt your Life, how ſweet ſhould ever 

Sermon be? How ſweet ſhould every Sabbath 
be? How ſweet ſhould every Word be? Me- 
thinks your Souls ſhould be bound up in Love, 
Grace, Glory, and the Comforts and Bleſſings 
of the Covenant of Grace; and when Death ap- 
proaches, you ſhould think of Chriſt's ſweet 
Words to you, Enter thou into the Foy of thy Lord. 
O what a joyful day will the day of Death be 


to a Believer ! 


| Secondly, Death cannot take away the com- 
fort of a Believers Company. We ate ſorry to 


leave our Relations and Friends and Company 


that we delight in here; but never was your 
Heart ſo taken up with Delight in the Saints, in 
the beſt Frame that ever you were in, to the 
thouſandth part, to what you will be in Glory: 
But the Wicked will be rob d of the comfort of 
their company; they will then curſe the Day 
that ever they ſaw cach others Face; but the 
Saints will meet all the glorious Saints, Patri- 
archs and Prophets: God is yours, Chriſt is 
yours, and you will come to a glorious Aſſem 
bly ; the Company. that you delighted in on 
Earth you will come toafter Death, Heb. 12. 
22, 23. But ye are come unto Mount Sion, and 
unto 1 City of the living God, the Heavenly Feru- 
ſalem; and to an innumerable company of A:- 
gels, to the General Aſſembly and Church of 
the firſt born, which are written in Heaven, 
and to God the judge of all, and the Spirits of 
Juſt Men made perfect What a glorious coin. 
pany are theſe! O how many glorious Suns will 


you ſce in one day? The very firtt nomen vou 
| enter 
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enter into Glory what a glorious ſight will you 
ſee ! O how will you admire that bleſſed Face 
that was ſpit on for you! O how will you ad- 
mire thoſe blefled Wounds in his Arms, Legs, 
Side and Heart, that was made for your healing ! 
Satan cannot rob you of your company; you 
loved the People of God on Earth, and you are 
going to them. So the Apoſtle comforts the 
Theſſatonien:, that at the Death of their Relati- 
ons they ſhould not complain, 1 The. 4. 13, 145 
But I no0wld not hide you to be ignorant, Brethren, 
concerning them nhich are aſleep, that they ſorrow 
vor even 4s others that have no hope; for if we le- 
lieve that Jeſus died, and roſe again, den ſothem 
alſo which ſleep in Feſus, will Gol bring ni:h him. 
Do not you fear, Death thalt not rob you of 
your company, Chriſt will bring them with 
him. For this we ſay unto you, by the word. of the 
Lord, that we are alive, and remain unto the com- 
ing of the Lord. Death cannot rob you of your 
glorious Company, the glorious Saints tlr:t are 
gone to Heaven before, and they that remain be- 
bind. You ſhall never loſe one Friend by Death, 

Thirdly, Death cannot rob the Believer of hi; 
Life, for his Life is hid with Chriſt: when 
Death comes they do but ſleep; that Immortal 
Soul that God breathed into the Body that 1s 
now living, that goes immediately into Immor- 
tal Glory. Death does but enlarge it, and ſet 


it in that place where it will never be confined 


to a ſinful Body: The Saints will never cry out 
with David, Pf. 102. 2. Hide not thy face from me 
in the day when 1 am in trouble: But the time 
Will then come that all his Fetters will be 
knockt off, and he will then indeed come to 
know that "a that he hath long withed for: 
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do that Death cannot rob them of their Life; 
they do but fetch a Nap in the Grave, till 
Chriſt comes and call for them. If we would 
live for ever, let us live Chriſt now; if we 
would not have Death kill us, let us kill fin 
now, Kom. 6. 23. For the nages of ſia ts Death, 
bt the gift of God is eternal Life through Jeſus 
Crif eur Lird. So that there is eternal Life laid 
up in Chriſt. Dying, it is bur a going cut of 
your dark Chambers here below, to that Glory 
above, where you will have no need of a Can- 
die, or the Sun; for God and the Lamb are the 
Light of that place; there the Saints ſhall ne- 
ver cry out, O my Heart, or, O my Head, but 
hall be taken wn in the Arms of the Lord of 
Glory. When Chriſt appears, who is our Life, 
What then? we ſhall appear with him in Glo- 
ry, Gl. 3. 2, 4. For you are dead, and your Life 
i hid niih Chriſt in Gol: When Chrift who is our 
Vite ſhall ap r, then ſhall they al ſo appear with him 
in Gloay, The Saints, if they conſider, need not 
be & afraid at the approaching of Death, for it 
will be the real happineſs of their Souls; for 
then you ſhall enjoy that perfect Communion 
an{Blcfedncf that you long for here on this fide 


the Grave, Wexre willing to have reſt, but 
ere feath to go to bed; we arewnlling to be te- 
henſeꝗ of our ſins and troubles, bnt we are un- 
willing to die, and we thall never be wholly 
ff eel from them till then. How lingring are 
we, as if our Deſires were, that Chnift's Charti- 
ot-wheels ſhould Ray a little longer | But ſure 
were the Joy of this glorious Life more clcared 


Pay 


ep to ue, we ſhould long to put off cur Morts- 
Itty, 3nv to put on Immortality, 2 Cr. 5. I, 2, 
7, J. You that have Chriſt for * 22 are ve- 
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ry fafe, Death ſhall rob you of nothing; for 
the Apoſtle ſaith, For him to live is Chriſt, and to 
die 1s gain. Death does but take away that clod 
that we carry about us, that we may ke the & im 
of Righteouſneſs more glorious, and enjoy him 
more perfectly in immortal Life and Glory. 
Death robs moſt, but {hall not rob the Believer; 
you {hall but make an exchange of Heaven tor 

r:h, Glory for your Shame, Joy for Sorrow; 
for your crying and weeping here, Praite and 
Hallelujahs above. 

Fourthly, Death ſhall not rob you of vour 
Treaſure. Indeed the Damned live, but it is 2 
miſerable Life, living Death in exerlaſting 
chains. When Death comes, the Treaſute cf the 
Saint is perfectly enjoyed: What they had an 
earneſt of before, now they bave in poſiciftion ; - 
now they thall put on the glorious Robe, and 
the Royal Crown on their Heads; they thail- 
put on the Crown of Glory and of Rigintcout- 
nefs ; Henceforth is laid up for me 4 Crows of >i2h- 
reogſneſs, O what a laying up is here | When 
the Apoſtle was ready to be offered up, faith he, - 
Lam ready to be offered up, but I ſhal!ofe no- 
thing by it, for Tcannot have my Crown ill Tf 
die, 2 Tim. 4.7, 8. I have foucht the gol froht 
1 have finiſhed my courſe, I have Bert the ut, 
henceforth is laid up for me a Gorn of rigkeovfae}s, 
nhich the Lord, the righreons Fudge [pail give me 
as that day; and not to me oily, but unto all ift 
love his appearing. I am ready to go, I 09 not 
repent my going, I know very well the time of 
my departure is at hand: But what then? This" - 
it be, I have foug ht the 900! gaht, I he lept the 
Faith, IL have lived Chriſt, 1 have made him the 
nope of my, Life, aud now I shu receive my- 
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Crown: I have been in Troubles *nd Trials, 
and in my Lords Battles, but now I am going 
to reccivg a Crown of Righteouſneſs : Why ſo ? 
Had Paul deſerved it by his Works? No, but 
2s God 1s a righteous God, and had promiled, 
H-nceforth i Laid wh for me a Crown of Righteou|- 
ne ſe, which the Lord the righteous Fudge [hall give 
+?” 4; that day; I ſhall have it, When I am of- 
red up, when I am put to Death, and then 
mal TI wear a Crozvn, an Immortal Crown on 
my Head for ever; and this is not only for me, 
but for all that love his appearing ; they muſt 
needs love his appearing that have him for their 
Lie. O the glorious Crowns that the Saints 
ill be crown'd with at that day! a Crown of 
Liſe that never withers. Here our Comtorts 
either while we hold them in cur Hand; they 
wither like a Beautiful Flower, in the Morning 
t holds up its Head, but by Evening it is wi- 
thered. A Crown of Glory that never fades 
away. O what treaſures will the Szints have 
when Death comes, that have made Chriſt ther 
Lite! The Werldling will loſe his Treaſure, tic 
Hypocrite will lofe his hope, he will never hoy: 
more, Fob 27. 8. For what 16 the hopes of the H- 
pocrire, though he hath gained, when God taketi a- 
way His Souls? Tho he hath gained applauſe of 
Men, ke ſhall loſe it, Dan. 12. 3. And they that 
be nije ſpall ſh ne as the brightneſs of the Firma- 
rut, and they that turn many 10 righteoujneſs 3s 
ti e Stars for ever and ever, What is the hope 0: 
a Hypccrite, of a Chriſtleſs Soul, when he hath 
brenthicd his Laſt, when his Soul tits quivering 
on his Lips? Alas! I have made a Profeſſion 0! 
Religion, I thought I had ſomethiug laid up, but 
all 1s loft for ever. O that I ſhould hope in ee 
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now the end of my hope is come, and not 
in Salvation but Damnation of my Soul! 
Though I have donc many things, and made a 
clutter in the World, and eat and drank in 
Chriſt's Preſence, it is all in vain that J have 


hoped, my ſtrength and my hope is periſhed for 


erer; and then all his Peace is loſt; No Peace, 
{11h my God, to the wicked, Then the Storm 
of Divine Vengeance will come and awaken the 
falſe hope of the Hypocrite; then the Worldling 
will loſe all his Riches. Ihe Young Man was 
{orrowful to leave all and follow Chriſt. Per- 
ſons are afraid to do any thing for Religion, for 
fear of wanting. But whether the Young Man 
w1ll part with all to folloœ Chriſt or no, he muſt 
leave all at Death, Death does ſpoil them cf all 
their Treaſure: But it is not fo with the Saint. 
The poor Chritieſs Soul may fay, when he con- 
irders his fate, Whatever 1 have, ere long it 
vill be taken from me; if I have treaſured up 
the World's Goods, and have not made Chiiſt 
my Life, Jam like for ever to be undone; to 
ate this World to God's Glory, will be our Mer- 
y; but to over-love it, it will be our undo- 
ing; but Death to the Saint will be the year of 
Jubiie, they thali have double for all their Tri- 
als, Troubles and Sorrows; when Death comes 
they hall have all reſtored to thein; whatever 
they have loft for Chriſt, it will be gain then; 
they have laid up for themſelves a good Foun- 
damon for time to come, as the Apoſtie ſpeaks, 
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this world, that they be not Hiab- minded, nor trui} 
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felves a good foundation Againſt the times to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal Life. & good 
Foundation againſt the time to come; the 
Saints have their Treaſure in ſtore when they go 
hence, Mat. 6. 20. Lay up for your ſelves treaſures 
in Heaven, where neither moth nor ruſt doth cor- 
rapt, and where Thicves do not break through nor 
fieal. In Heaven there his Heart was, there his 
Hope was, there his Deſire was, there his Long- 
ing was, and now he coines to die his Treaſure 
is ſafe for him; then a Saint, while he lives, he 
need not fear Deaht, he lives a certain Life. 

2 He may live comfortably. 

Firſt, He may hve certainly on comforts. I 
am Chriſt's, andTknow nothing ſhall pluck me 
from Chriſt. Iam perſwaded: What are you 
perſwaded of, Paul? I am perſwraded that nei- 
ther Life nor Death, nor Angels nor Principa- 
lities, nor Powers, nor things preſent, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor ary other 
Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
Love of God, which is in Chriſt ſeſus our Lord. 
May not {ome Temptation, ſome Corruption 
over-iet you? No, faith he, they ſhall not, 1 
ſhall be a Conqueror through Chriſt, nothing 
{hall ſeparate me from him, I am-petfwaded 
Death {hall not; if 1 live I live Chritt, if I die 
I ſhall live with Chriſt. Nor Angels; Goo 
Angels will not, if they would they thoutd not; 
nor bad Angels ſhall not, nor Principalities, 
nor Powers, nor things prelent; Buffeting, Re- 
proaches, Scornings, Impriſorngent, Sufferings; 
what if you go through all this, and are not 10 
rarate from Chaiſt? Yet is there not ſomethins 
to come? Do you not fear Neath and Judgmcsr 
that will be a Terror ta molt of the Sons am 


Daugh- 


Daughters of Men. Whatever comes I {till am 
Chritts, neither height not depth ſhall ſeparate 
me from Chriſt. Let mine Iniquities reach up 
as high as Heaven, the rightcouſnets of Chriſt is 
ul higher. Nor Depth : It ſhall not ſwallow 
a Believer up, he is held fafe in the everlaſting 
Arms of infallible Grace and Mercy, What a 
certain Life docs a Saint live, that is jure never 
to be {eparated from Chriſt? things preſent can- 
not do it, nor things to come ſhall not. What 
a bleſſed Life, an happy Life, a fafe Lite is this! 
O poor Chriſtleſs Soul, how uncertain doſt thou 
Ive! You are not ſure of abiding here one mo- 
ment. The World is like an handful of Sand 
running through your Fingers, like the Air that 
you breath in, that you cannot hold a moment 
in your Fiſt. But the Believer hath a certainty, 
he can aſſure himſelf he ſhall never be poor and 
miſerable, nor deprived of true Happineſs, but. 


ſhall be fate for ever in the Hands of Chriſt: As 


for this World, it is uncertatn. ; how long we 
{hall enjoy Life, Liberty, or any Mercy we know 
not. But the beſt Counſel I can give you, is to 
get Chrift, and then you will be fate: Things 
may have a good Aſpect one day, and another 
tay as bad, but yet in Chriſt you are ſafe for 
ever, in Life, in Death, and to all Eternity. 
Here you are certain of nothing, Favour of Men, 
or ingh or low, rich or poor, is unconſtant; the 
Wheel turns in a moment. But if you have 
Cluiſt you have a certain Life. O how com- 
tortably may a Saint live in all troubles and 
changes whatſoever, that hath Chriſt for his Life, 
We ute to ſay, It is an ill Wind blows no body 
no good. But I fay, let the Wind blow as ill 
4s it will, it blows the Saint always good ; that 

the 


* ” RT” ³˙ t. — 


2 + 


àũàEfn ⅛ Avi] ⅛• A ̃ m— m•ů tro ew act we amd attic. 


ꝶꝙ—f— — ennutes — 22 2 


316 Chiiſt a Chaiffians Life. 
the Soul may fay, Let what will come 1 live 
well. We may compare a Saint that is trou- 
bled for outward things, toa Man that hath an 
Orchard full of Trees laden with Fruit, but be- 
cauſe the Wind has blown cf the Leaves, fits 
down and weeps. If one ſhould ask, What do 
you weep for? Why, my Apple-tree Leaves are 
gone. Why, you have your Apples, have you 
not ? Yes; then what 2 fooliſh Man are you to 
weep for 2 few Leaves, that might hinder both 
fizht and ripening of your Fruit? The comforts 
of this World are but Leaves: Why do you 
weep for the Leaves, while you have the Fruit? 
Glorious Promiſes, Glorious Peace, Glorious 
Pardon, Richesof Grace, Hope of Glory, and 
ſet down to weep or be caſt down for the Loſs of 
a few worldly comforts. And the truth of it is, 
ſo narrow are our Spirits, ſo unbelieving are our 
Hearts, that we many times weep for Loſſes here, 
as if we had no better Portion. What, weeping 
whilethe Boughs hang full of Fruit? What, 
weep whule your Souls have the glorious Promi- 
ſes, and glorious Peace, and glorious Pardon, 
and a glorieus Chriſt, and hopes of Lite Eternal 
through him? Will you weep for a few out ward 
Loſſes and Croſſes, while your Souls are filled 
with Fruit > White your Souls are as Trees brivg- 
ing forth Twins? This is much to be lamented, 
that the Saints do thus mourn for out ward com- 
forts ; let the Wind blow which way it wil, 
it cannot take away your Life : You may eat of 
the Fruit of the Tree of Lifezn the midſt of Pa- 
radife, that you may leave your Drops below, 
and come to the full Fountains above. It a Man 
hath enough, he may afford to loſe a little. Suh 
the Plalmiſt, I havea goodly Heritage, the be 
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is my Portion, Pſal. 16.5, 6. The Lord 1 the 
portion of mine Inheritance and of my cup; thay 
maintaineft my lot; the lines are fallen to me in 4 
aſant place, yea, I have a goodly Heritage. 

N hile Chriſt is my Life, my Glory, my Por- 
tion, I have goodly Portion : May be may the 
Winds may ariſe, Storms of Afflictions, Storms 
of Trouble, the Lord know what may be ; but 
make ſure of Chriſt ; let the Wind blow off the 
Leaves, it cannot take away the Fruit. The 
Church faith in Lam. 3. 24. The Lord nas her 
portion, ſhe would hope in him. It is ſo, that a 
Believers Life is bound up in Chriſt ? There 1s a 
great deal of difference between a Bchever and 
another Man at Death : What are the thoughts 
of a carnal Man at Death? What if they were 
known to the Standers-by ! My: Lite is done, 
and my Miſery is come, O that I were to live 
in the World, and never die. But what is a 
Believer's thought ? O, ſaith he, that my Heart 
may be ſetled on Chriſt, that I may know Chriſt 
to be my Life, and God mine, I would bleſs 
his Name for ever. There is a difference be- 
tween a moral Man and a Believer: How is it? 
I have lived honeſtly, I have done no body any 
harm, God deal with me as I have done with 
others. No a Believer will diſcourſe of things 
in another manner, I have nothing in my ſelt, I 
am fin and ſinful, but Chriſt is my Life, there- 
fore I'defire not to ſtand in one of my good 
Works in Judgment, but wrap up my ſelf whol- 
ly in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. Come Legal Man, 
one under the Law, O I would pray more, fatt 
more, 1f1 were to live longer. Thus he would 
do a great deal of Work in a little time, not con- 


ſidering if he lives longer he carries the ſame 
Heart 
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Heart about him. But a Believer faith, If L am 
to live it ſhalt be by Faith. I would believe 
more, know Chriſt more, I would live upon 
Chriſt more, and when dic I would dic in him, 
and be found in him at the great day. 
ufer. Is it fo that a Believer's Life is bound 
up in Chriſt? What boundleſs Love was this in 
Cod to poor Sinners, that he unboſoms himſelf 
to them, that he ſhould give Chriſt to be their 
Life ! When they were carnal, wicked and ſin- 
ful, that then jeſus Chriſt ſhould be revealed 
unto them; that the Lord ſhould beſtow on 
dead Sinners ſuch a precious Life, who were by 
Nature poor, dead, heavy Lumps of Hell? 
What infinite ſurpaſſing Love is this, that ſhould 
give ſuch a Life to raiſe up Lumps of Hell to 
Heavenly Glory! Chriſt cloathed himſelf with 
Human Fleſh and Blood, that ſo he might be- 
o_ an 8 win '5 and boundleſs _ — viſi- 
dle ſpeaking, breathing, weeping, ing, 
la 3 0 — Grace: Nr the glorified Saints 
and Angels are but living Monuments, and ever- 
living Tenants of this Free Grace; this Grace of 
Chriſt perfumeth Heaven and Earth: All the 
Grace which God doth, or can put forth for thc 
Salvation of Sinners, is laid up and exhibited by 
Chriſt; he has broad and ſtrong Shoulders, 
which can bear to Heaven the moſt heavy Lumps 
of Hell. There is more Force and Omnipotence 
in Chriſt's Infirmitity and Sufferings, than in all 
the ſtrength and efficacy of Men and Angels. 
There is more Life in Chriſt's Death., more 
Riches in his Poverty, more Victory in his 
hanging on the Crofs, than in all the World be- 
ſides; yea, Chrilt's very Sighs, Tears, Sweat 


Stripes, Reproaches and Faintings have a Sove- 
reign 
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reign Efficacy in them for the procuring and 


conferring Grace on his redeemed ones. Thence 


we receive of Chrilt's Fulnets Grace for Grace. 
Look as the Child receiveth from his Parent 
Limb for Limb, Member for Member; as theSozs 
of Adam receive all of his Fulnefs, Sin for Sin, 
Luſt for Luſt, ſo Chriſt's regenerated ones re- 
ceive of his Fulnefs, Grace for Grace; there 1s 
not any Grace in the Heart of Chriſt, but his 
Members have an Impartment and Reſemblance 
thereof. Now this infinite Plenitude of Grace 
in Chriſt, which renders him ſo glorious, pro- 
ceeds originally from the Election of God the 
Father; for all the Treaſures of Grace are ori- 
ginally lodged in the Sovereign good pleaſure or 

eart of God the Father, who has ordained 
Chriſt as Mediator, through whom all are to be 
conveighed to the Elect. This ought greatly to 
he remarked or heeded by the Friends of Chrift, 
that albeit the Divine Eſſence and Sovereięen 
Will of God be the Original Fountain oft all 
Grace, yet he has determin'd that not one drop 
of this Grace ſhall be derived unto Sinners, but 
through Chriſt a Mediator. This is the great 
Myſtery of the Goſpel, the great Wonder of 
Heaven and Earth, that the bleſſed God, who 
1s the Fountain of all Grace, 
ſhould fo far condeſcend to Mr. Gale of the 
Sinners, as toafſume Human Saints Amity 
Nature, and to make it a with Cod in 
Receptacle and Vehicle to Chritt. 
convey all Grace unto them. | 

4. tnfer, Is Chriſt a Believers Life, and ſuch 
a Life as hath been diſcourſed : How thould Be- 
lievers be endeared to * Chriſt ?, What a 
thriving, happy, bleſſed, ** ſurpaſling 
INT Lite 
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Life do Believers live! It is natural to Perſons 
to love their Lives more than all Enjoyments. 
What Colt and Pains will Perſons be at to pre- 
ſerve their natural Lives? but what are all the 
Lives that have been ſince Adam to the end of 
the World, if compared with Chriſt, Who is a 
Believer's Life? all their preſent and future 
Bleſſings are bound up in this Life: What cauſe 
hath every Believer to mourn, that they love 
Chriſt fo little, that hath loved them fo much! 
His Love to them paſſeth Knowledge, the Depths 
of 1t can never be fathomed. With what pur- 
poſe of Heart ſhould every Believer cleave to 
Chriſt! Chriſt loved with his whole Heart, as 
it doth appear by what he hath ſuffered for his 
— ones. Methinks I ſhould hear a Be- 
hever ſay with Peter, Lord, thou lnoncſt I love 
thee, It is much to be lamented, Chriſt hath 
many profeſſed Friends, but few real Lovers; as 
a Learned Author ſaith, Multi oſcul antur Chri- 
um, pauci vero amant, Many kiſs Chriſt, but 
few love him. Many do as Orpha did to her 
Mother Naomi, Kiſs and take their leave. 
And many with Judas, Kiſs and betray: But 
Oh with what an hearty and fervent Love 
ſhould every Believer love Chriſt ! 

5. Inſer. Is Chriſt a Belicvers Life? Then 
what Lite ſhould there be in x Believers Love 
towards each other! They that are bound up in 
the fame bundle of Life, ſhould be bound up in 
a bund le of Love. How can our Love be hid 
from them, in whom we ſee the Love of Chriſt 
appear? How can thoſe pretend to be made par- 
takers of the Life of Chriſt, that are Strangers to 
the Love of Chriſt ? Rivers of Waters ran down 


David's Eyes, becauſe Men kept not God's Law. 
Have 
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Have we not cauſe in our days to ſhed a Flood 
of Tears, that Chriſtians break Chriſt's new 
Commandment, who hath commanded his 
Diſciples to love one another. There ate many 
that pretend to be paſſed from Death to Lite, but 
tew there are that love the Brethren. Are. not 
many ſo bound up in their own Opinion, as if 
their whole Salvation lay therein, laying tuch 
weight and ſtreſs thereon, as if none could be 
{aved, but who jump in with them in their O- 
pinion, while it may be all the while they are 
groſly miſtaken ? But if their Form and way of 
Worſhip be right, they miſtake the Mark, that 
re there for Salvation. How do fuck deſpiſe 
Perſons hoher and founder in the Principles of, 
Religon than themſelves? and while they profeſs 
themſelves to be Chriſtians of the higheſt Rank, 
they deny an Article cf our Chriſtian Faith, 
that all that own themſelves Chriſtians profeis 
to believe, viz, the Communion of Saints, deny- 
ing Fellowthip with them that have Fellow ſhip 
with the Father, and his Son Chritt Jefus ; ſuch 
as are bound up in ſmaller things, as Tith of 
Mint, Annis and Cummin, neglect the weigh- 
tier matters, Judgment, Mercy and Faith; not 
but that it is good to be zealous tor every Truth 
of Chrift ; but not to let our Zeal run out more 
in the Form than the Power of Godlineſs, as the 
Phariſees of old did. Where Love is wanting, 
the life and power of Godlineſs is abſent from 
ſuch Perſons. It Love to the Brethren is a mark 
of Grace, ] believe many that account themſelves 
very good Chriſhians fail of that mark, except 
none 2re their Brethren bus thoſe of their own 
Opimon; then Papiſts, and Quakers, and all 
ſuch Perſons that hold gener a curſed Uni- 
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ty to uphold damnable Hereſies, may be ſaid te 
ve the Brethren, as well as ſuch; for they love 
not for Chrift's fake, nor as they bare the I- 
mage of God, but for Opinion ſake. They that 
ve the Brethren, that love ſuch as bave the 
Lord Jeſus formed upon their Hearts, will love 
every Perſon that 1s found 1n the Faith, and 
holy in Life, though he differ in Jugment in 
fome outward Forms, Perſons being great in 
their own Eyes, makes them look fo loftily up- 
on their Brethren, as Luther ſaith of himſelf, 
Tantus eram ſantins ut puriſſimus fuerim omnes fi 
potuiſſem occitere, J was ſo great a Saint in my 
own efteem, that T was ready to flay all it I 
could; and this he did out of a blind Zeal. The 
Pride of Men's Hearts, together with their blind 
Zeal, cauſe perſons” to exalt themſelves, and 
fr tve to make the Doctrine and Life of others 
oc aus to the People, altho they are ſuch as God 
has given his LV and Tbammim to. While 
Perſons are contending about Words, and di- 
ſtracting their Hearers with things that concern 
not then Salvation, and endeavouring to beget 
a Prejudice in their Hearts againſt Godly Mu- 
ſters, they in the mean time neglect to Preach 
domwn Hereſtes and falſe Doctrins, that ftrike at 
the Principles of Faith, and welfare of immortal 
Souls, Surely all thoſethat are begotten from 
the Dead unto a lively hope by Chriſt Jeſus, will 
love ail thoſe that are made partakers of the ſame 
Life, and will not ceaſe daily to mourn for their 
Deficiency therein. 

6. Inſer. Is Chriſt a Believers Life, and ſuch 
a Life as you have heard ? then what a miſera- 
ble ſtate is a Chriſtleſs Soul in! A Rate of Dark- 
neis while they live, a ſtate of miſery, when they 


die; 
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die; the Cup of Wrath without mixture, cter- 
ial miſery will be the portion ot the wicked. 
Oh what a ſtate of blindneſs and darkneſs do 
they hve on Earth? And what a ſtate of miſe- 
ry will they be in in the other World? But you 
may ſay, How ſhall I know that Chrift is nane 2 
I ſhall lay down a few Characters ; but I ſhall. 

Firſt, Shew who they are that have not 
Chriſt for their Life. 

Secondly, Who they arc that have Chrift for 
their Life. I hall begin with the Negative. 

Firſt, That Soul that was ncver ſick unto 
Death for Chriſt, never yet had Chriſt ſor its 
Life; that Soul that never ſaw himſelf undone 
without Chriſt, that Soul never made Chritt his 
Life : They that never groan under the body of 
din and Death, that never cried out, Wo is me, 
lam undone, what ſhall I do to be faved ? they 
are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins: They that ne- 
ver {aw the Sentence of Death in themſelves, 
never made Chritt their Life, 2 Or. 1. 9. Bi 
we had the Sentence of Death in dur ſelves, but in 
God which raifeth the dead. 

When a Soul comes to ſay, Alas, 1 have gone 
as for as] can, but Icannotget Peace nor Com- 
tort by all I do, therefore I muſt he down and 
periſh if I have not Chriſt to be mine; I have 
nothing of my own to cover me, I ſhall be 
niked ; if I have not this Blood to waſh me, 1 
{ſhall die in my fins. It you believe not in me, 
{uth Chritt, you thall die in your fins. Better 
die on a Dunghil, better die in a Prifon, bes- 
ter die ma Fiery Furnace in Chriſt, than in 2 
Palace out of him. But what remedy tha!l tre. 


be to fave us from our fins? Why, Chrift doth 
wot ſet them to work for Life. but to believe in 
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him, who is the believing Sinners Life. Let a 
Legaliſt or Formalift, they that never were 
pained at the Heart with a tenſe of their undon 
ſtate; they that haye not Chriſt for their life; 
what a deal of difference is between a Believer 
and them, as much 3s there 1s between a per- 

ſon that is ſick, and another that is dead He *» 
that is dead, if he be laid on the ground, there 
is all quiet, and lay a Weight on him he is 
quiet; but go and lay your Ear at the ſick 
Man's Bed, and there is groaning and crying, 
O my Head, O my Heart! What is it you 
want? I want Breath, I want Phyſician, I 
want Life. We preach Chriſt to you poor ſin- 
ners, What is the reaſon? You do not groan 
for this Chriſt: Why? You are dead in your 
ims: You goaway, and it may be ſome par- 
ticular things we tell you of, you can repeat 
them when you go home. Some particular Du- 
ties you perform, but are your Souls awakened ? 
Do you groan for Chriſt? Do you go home 
ypained at the Heart? Was Chriſt ever your Lite? 
Do you cry cut, I am dead and undone with- 
aut Chriſt be my Life? If you were ſick at Heart, 
and were pained for Chrift, we ſhould hear of 
vou: It may be you go to hear as your fancy 
jeads you, but not with a ſenſe of yout wants. 
You fancy ſometimes this Man, ſometimes 
that Man, but were yours Souls cver ſick for 
Chriſt? Did your Hearts ever break within 
you : Did your Souls ever mourn in fecret, Lord 
ve me a Chriſt? I am afraid of this little num- 
r,. many that are dead, that Chriſt was never 
your Life. When perſons are in a Swound, put 
Spirits or any thing into their Noſe they do not 
amnd it; but when they come to 2 
| they 
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they cry out, I am ſick, O give me ſomething. 
Saith our bleſſed Lord Jeſus, John 5. 25. Verih, 
Verily 1 ſay unto you, the hour is coming, and now 
16, when the dead ſhall hear the voice of the So of 
God; and they that hear ſhall live. When Chriſt 
comes with an effectual Call by his Spirit to the 
Heart of the World, it raiſes up the dead Man. 
If there be a whole Family dead, there 1s not 
one Groan heard; but if one that is alive be ſick 
or in pain, he fills the place with Groans. Talk 
of any thing rather than Chrift; any preaching 
is for ſome Men rather than Chriſt, that is foo- 
liſhneſs to ſome : Ay but Soul, whether thou 
wilt have Chriſt or no, we muſt preach Chriſt, 
and then we can give up our account with Joy. 
It is the whole Work of a -Minifter to preach 
Chriſt; whatever Duties are Spiritual, they all 
flow from Chriſt ; but where Chriſt is not dwel- 
ling in the Soul, all they perform is dead and 
formal. Silent Profeſſor, quiet Profeflor, quiet 
with outward Duties, with a Form of Religion, 
and foreſt until you are undone. If once God 
calls you, and awakens you by the effectual 
working of his Spirit, then your Souls will cry 
out, O give me a Chriſt If J have not the Blood 
of Chris I am undone !. If 1 have not the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt I am undone: If I have not 
the Spirit of Chriſt Iam none of his: And whoſe 
are you then? The Devils, Rom. 8. 9. Now if 
any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt he is none of 
his. There is no middle Rate, you are the De- 
vils that are not Chrifts ; you are. dead in ſin un- 
der Bondage, if you have not the Spirit of Chriſt: 
Be what you will, a Profeſſor, a Perſon in Com- 
munion, or out of Commumon, be rich or poor, 
a perſon of Gifts, a perſon that can hear, — 
an 
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and pray, if you have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 
you ate none of his. When tbe dead perſons 
rere raiſed up by Chriſt, ſomething was called 
for them to eat. O, ſaith the Soul, when he is 
awakened by Grace, give me a Chriſt or 1 pe- 
rith. O that Thad a Cordial of his Blood! I 
want his Blood, I want his Righteouſneſs, his 
Promiſes ; they ſhall hear the Voice of the Son + 
of God and live. 

It is called a Yruification. We are by Nature dead 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins, in our deliverance from them 
we are ſaid to be quickened, Eph. 5 5. Tho dead, 
we hear the voice of the Son of God and live, being 
made alive unto God thro” Je ſus Chris, Rom. 6. 11, 
Non no ** Works can be wrought in us, but by an 
* Communication of a Principle of Spiritual 
Life, and nothing will deliver us. Some think to evade 
the power of this Argwment, by ſaying, that all theſe 
Expreſſion: are metaphorical, and arguing from 
them are but fulſom Metaphors; and it is nell if 
the whole Goſpel be not a Mitaphor to them But if 
there be not an Impotency in ut by Nature unto all 
Atts of Spiritual Life, like that which is in a dead 
Man unto the 4 of Life natural, if there be not 

* a like poner of God required unto our Deliverance 
om their condition, and they work in us a Princi- 
ple of Spiritual Obedience, as it is required unto the 
raiſing of him that is dead. They may as well ſay, 
that the Scripture ſpeaks not truly, as that it ſpeaks 
metaphorically, nd ae the Almighty Power, the 
exceeding Greatneſs of God's Power that is put forth, 
are exerciſed herein, Eph. 1. 18, Col. 2. 12, 13. 
2 Theff. 1. 11. 2 Pet. 1. 3. And nhat do theſe Men 
intend by this quickning, this raiſing from the Dead 
by the power of God? A perſwaſion of our minds by 


rational motives taken from the Word, and the 
thing. 
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things contained in it. But was there ever heard of 
ſuch a monſtrons Expreſſion ? If there be not hing elſe 
in it, what could the Holy Writer: intend, by calling 
ſuch a Wark as this, a quickning of them who were 
dead in treſpaſſer and fins throug ) the mighty power | 
of God, unleſs it were by 4 noiſe and inſig nificant | 
Words to draw us off from a right underftanding of 
what is intended, and it is well if Tome are not of 
that mind. Dr.Onen on the Spirit. p. 279. 

Do you hear the Voice cf Chriſt continually | 
in the Word preached? but you muſt hear a- | 
nother Voice, or you are undone for ever. If | 
the Voice of the Miniſtration ofthe Word, with- | 
out the Power of the Spirit, would awaken | 
Men, there would be fewer in Hell, and more l 
in Heaven than there are. This 1s the_external | 
means; but yet there muſt be the pouring out | 
of the Spirit, or. elſe this will do no good. . | 

And here ſhall ſhew how the Spirit of God 
works on the Heart. 

Firſt, The Spirit of God works eftectually, 
that 18, the Voice of the Son of God. How long 
may we preach the Reſurrection of the Dead to 
a dead Man before he riſes? but that Reſur- 
rection that is preached when Chriſt comes with 
the Sound of the Trumpet, and faith, Ye dead 
ariſe; preſently the Dead ariſe. We may come 
and found the Trumpet in the Ears of Sinners, q 
but ex. not hearken, till Chriſt come by | 
the effectual working of his Holy Spirit; then it 
works indeed, Act, 16. 14. ſpeaking of Lydia, 
whoſe Heart the Lord opened, and then the at- 
tended to the things of rhe Kingdom of God, And 1 
a certain Woman named Lydia, 4 Seller of Purple of q. 
the City Thyatria, which worſhipped God, heard u, 
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unto the things that were ſpoken of Paul. She at- 
tended as one whoſe Heart was opened, and was 
ſick for Chriſt, and rejoiced to hear Chrif 
preached. 

Secondly, The Spirit of God. comes and per- 
ſwades the Heart to cloſe with Chriſt. Saith 
a fick perſon, I am perſwaded if I could but 
have ſuch a Phyſician I ſhould be cured, heal- 
ed of my ſickneſs: So poor Souls lie complaining, 
but not in Deſpair ; they are ſick unto Death, 
but yet ſhall not die; they fee themſelves loft 
without Chriſt, yet ſhall not die for want of 
Chriſt : The Spirit perſwades them to embrace 
Chriſt, Fohn 5. 45. It is nritten, they ſhall be 
taught of G; every man therefore that hath heard 
and learn d of the Father cometh unto me. It is 
written in the Prophet, they ſhall be all ranght 
of God : Is this to leave off all teaching ? No, 
they ſhall beall taught of God: How ? Why 
God ſhall teach them by the Power of his Spi- 
rit in the Word: And how then? Every Man 
therefore that hath heard and learned of the Fa- 
ther cometh to me: God teacheth them by the 
Word, and the Spirit perſwades them there is 
Lite in Chriſt: The Soul is perſyraded to cloic 
with Chriſt ; for the Soul that is ſick for Chritt 
ſhall never die. Saith Chriſt, be that believerh 
on ne ſhall never die. But the ſick Sinner is per- 
ſwaded that Chriſt can heal him, and will tical 
him; he groans, but not in Deſpair; he ſighs, 
but not as a Perſon that is out of hopes, but 
does believe that Jeſus Chriſt will be his Salva- 
tion, and is his Life; he ſhall hear the Voice cf 

the Son of God: The preaching of the Word 15 
the means, but it muſt be the Spirit of God that 


mult work and make it effectual; and n 
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Soul makes no delay, no conſideration of this 
or that, but cloſes with Chriſt, as a dying Per- 
ſon cloſes with a Medicine that may cure him. 

Thirdly, The Voice of Chriſt is a Voice that 
engrafts it ſelf with Power in the Heart. The 
Apoſtle faith, Fam. 1. 21. Receive with meekneſ; 
the engraffed nork, which is able 10 ſave your Souls. 
They are perſwaded that Jeſus Chriſt is their 
Life, the Promiſes of Chriſt are become theirs ; 
though they are ſick of Love to Chrift, they 
ſhall not die for want of Chriſt. Ask Believers 
what it is they want; they will tell you, they 
want more ſtrength from Chriſt, more know- 
ledge of Chriſt, more Communion with Chriſt: 
Now they that have not had theſe Symptoms cc 
Life, lie yet in the Grave of Sin, and the Worm 
of Conſcience feeds on them, and they feel it 
not : Millions feel not the Worm of Conſcience 
till they come to Hell. Saith Chriſt, 7 came not 
eo call the righteous, but ſinners to repentance. The 
whole need no Phyſician, but they that are ſick. The 
Second Character of fuch that never made Chriſt 
their Life, are thoſe that never ſee themſelves 
poor and undone without Chriſt. Thou ſayeſt 
thou art high, and increaſed in Goods, and haſt 
need of nothing, and knowelt not that thou art 
wretched and miſerable, poor and blind, and 
naked, Rev. 3. 17. What, without Chriſt, and 
not cry out, thou art poor, miſerable and un- 
done! They that never ſee themſelves poor, mi- 
ſerable and undone, are yet without Chrift, 
What, without Chriſt, and well enough! What 
hath enrich'd you? Need of nothing! What, 
are you well enough without Grit? Thou 
ſayeſt, I amencreaſed : What, can you patch up 
with any Dutics, with any Hopes, ago” =. 
thing 
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thing below * But, faith ri, thou art 
poor, and vrretched, and miſerable, and blind, 
and naked. 3dly. They never made Chriff their 
Life, that never prized that glorious Goſpel that 
brings them Tidimgs of this Life. It a Man be 
ſick unto Death, as he thinks, bring him ti- 
dings of Life, it is the beſt News he can hear 
of; bring him Tidings that his Will is made, 
his Eſtate is ſetled very well; but bow 1s it 
with you? Iama dead Man: O Sir, but I have 
brought one with me, that faith, he can cer- 
tainly cure you: This is the beſt News, faith 
he, that you have brought me : So is Jetus 
Chri/f come to fave poor Sinners, of whom I am 
the chief, ſaith a poor Soul. This is a Saying 
28 of all Acceptation. _ that do not 
prize the Goſpel, and find it the ſweeteſt thing 
in the World, yet have not Qriſt for their Lite : 
There is that in Nature that perſons muſt be do- 
ing ſomething, that they may obtain Bleſſed- 
nels. The Jſraelites ſtript themſelves for to 
make them a God : So do formal Profeſſors, 
they will be at much Coſt and Charge for an 
outward Profelfion, and then fall down and 
adore their own Doing; but to prize this Goſ- 
vel, that brings them News of a Redeemer, it 
1s very rare to find one among many. But now 
the Soul that longs for Chriſt, is ſick for Chriſt, 
rejoices to hear theſe glad Tidings. Saith Paul, 
1 Tim. 1. 15. This is a faithful ſaying, and wor- 
thy all acceptation, that Chriſt Feſns came into the 
World to ſave ſinners, of whom I am chief. It is 
the beſt News that ever I heard: If the Goſpel 
is not joyful News to you, if it doth not affect 
you, you never had Chriſt. When a Soul comes 


to cloſe with Chrift, he faith, And is there 7 
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for me, and did Chriſt die for me? And did 


Crit come to be Life for me? © welcome 


News, the beſt that ever I heard i my Life ! 
2 Iim. I. 10. But now it made manifeſt by the ap- 
pearing of our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who harb abo- 
liſhed Death, and brought Life and Immortality to 
Light through the Goſpel. Life is brought through 
the Goſpel : What Life ? Immortal Life, Im- 
mortal Grace, Immortal Salyation, tp à pgor 
undone Sinner. If this Goſpel is not prized, 
but as a thing indifferent, as many make their 
calling and buſineſs their main end ; but the 
Goſpel is athing they can beſt ſpare; Such never 
made hriſt their Life. In ver. 9. the Apoſtle 
ſaith, Chriſt hath called us n#th an holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to his onn pur- 
poſe and Grace, which was given us in Chriſt before 
the World began, nho hath aboliſbed Death. The 
Death of immortal Souls under the Curſe of 
the Law and Wrath of God. Chriſt takes Death 
away: And what bath be brought? Life and 
Immortality to light through the Goſpel : Were 
you but ſenſible of the Worth of this Life, how 


would you love the Wells of Salvaclon, from 


whence is drawn the Water of Liſe? Love the 
Pot that holds the Mannz that preſerves this 
Life? Love the Meſiznger that brings you Ty- 
dings, You ſhall Eve and not die? How would 
a condemned Malefactor love that Perſon thy 
{hould bring him a Pardon; yea, the Meflenger 
that ſhould bring him News of 1t ? So it is with 


the condemned Sinner, the Sentence is paſs d, 


He that believes not, is Damned. O what Joy 
is it to hear of Salvation by Chriſt, when the 
Sinner hath the ſenſe of his miſery ! This im- 
mortal Life comes through the Goſpel : When a 

„ dermon 
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322 Chit a Chiiftians Lite. 
Sermon of Chriſt is preached, News from Hea- 
ven is brouzht to Sinners; and what News is 
it? O, that there is mercy and pardon for poor 
Sinners! Saith the believing Soul, ſhall my Soul 
live, is Chriſt become my Salvation? O what 
bleſſed Goſpel is this! What precious News is 
this! Now Soul, do you look on the Goſpel 

lad Tidings, and the Feet of them that bring 
- miu; if not, be ſure Chriſt is not your 

ife, | Fn, 

| Fourthly, They never had Chriſt for their 
Life that live in themſelves, that center in them- 
ſelves, on themſelves, and not above themſelves : 
As thus, Take a dead Man, and wrap him up 
in Silk and Silver, with the beſt Perfumes you 
can, it centres all in Putrifaction, Rottenneſs 
and Death; all the ſweet Smells and Perfumes 
will not keep him from corruption. But take a 
living Man, he lives on ſomething to preſerve 
Life: It would be improper to fay a Man lives 
ou nothing ; a living Man muſt have ſomething 
to {1;Þfilt with. A dead finner centres in hyn- 
ſelf. wit Duty he performs he takes to be his 
1. But a Soul in Chriſt lives on Chriſt, and 
not on his Performances, tho he performs Duty. 
So much for the Negative, now follows the At- 
firmative. What are the Characters of them 
that have Chriſt their Life? : 

Firſt, It Chriſt is your Life, you will love the 
Word of God, and look upon it to be very pre- 
cious, that hath been the means of begetting and 
' nouriſhing this Life in you; As new horn babes 
defire the ſincere milk of the word, that you may grow 
thereby, 1 Pet. 2. 2. If you have taſted that the 
Lon is gracious, you will love the Food that the 


Lord gives you. The Prodigal, when he mur. 
| ; ; e 


— — 21 
— — — — — 


a ] 
. N 
* 


R's bp 


4 n 
Ps LEA * 


Chailt a Chuſtians Like. 323 
ed home to his Father s Houſe, then he thought 
his Food precious. The Word of Chrilt is that 
which is very precious to the Soul; if you do 
not taſte that the Lord is gracious, you can ne- 
ver fall in love with Chriſt: There may be ſome 
Convictions under the Word, but they will wear 
oft again ; there may be ſomething that may 
delight, but Souls that Chriſt 1s their Life, they 
come to relith the inward {ſweetneſs and power 
of the Word of Chriſt, if you have taſted that 
the Lord 1s gracious, k 

Firſt, They will long for it, 

Secondly, They will make it their Meat and 
rink. 

Firſt, They will long for it. If a Child be 
crying for the Breaſt, if you give it a Rattle, or 
any other thing, it will not pleaſe it, or ſtill it 
without the Breaſt: It is not any thing of this 

World, nor the Glory of it, will (till a Be- 
hever without Chriſt, Pſal. 84. Sce how the 
Pſilmiſt praifes the Courts of God, , how lovel 
it is, One day in thy Court is better than a thouſand: 


I had rather be a Door-keeper in the Houſe of 


God, than to dwell in the Tents of wickednefs. 
Why, would you be a Door-keeper in the 
Houſe of God? Truly tere Beggars fare well: 
Hungry Souls would 6 firſt in, and laſt out, 
they would be ſerved more than once. Saith a 
longing Scul, Lwou!d not have a Word drop 
before I come, that I may loſe nothing; i x ould 
be one of the firſt in and laR out; I would notꝶ 
have a Word drop, nor a Crum fall, I would 
hear all that is ſpoken of Chriſt: How ſweet is 
every Word of Chriſt! The Law of the Lord it 


perfett, converting the Soul, Afore are they to be 


defired than Gold, yea than much fine Geld; ſweeter 
Z 2 than 
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324 Thiuiſt a Chuſttans Life. 
than the Hiney or the Honey-comb, Pfal. 19. And 
faith Job, " prize thy Word mare than my neceſſary 
Fd. Soul, thou that longeſt for the Word of 
Chriſt, certainly thou art alive in Chriſt, Surel 
thou that longeſt for the Food of Chriſt, liveſt 
on Chriſt. I believe there are many poor doub- 
ting Souls among you. If you were asked, when 
you are an hungry, if you were invited to a 
great Feaſt, woold ou not leave that to go and 

ear Chriſt preached, would you not leave your 
Meal to hear Chriſt's precious Word? Saith Fob, 
Chap. 23. 12. 1 have eſteemed the words of his 
muah more than my neceſſary Food. Then if thy 
Soul longs for the Word of Grace, it is a ſign 
that your Souls are made alive by Chriſt. Who- 
ever can ſay of the Word of Chriſt, My Soul 
longs for it, I long for the Courts of God, I long 
for the glorious Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, I long for 
the Pot of Manna, that I may taſte of the Gol- 
den Manna; I Jong' for the day when Manna 
comes down from Heaven; if it is fo, I ay, from 
God's Word, though you may have many caſt- 
ings down, your Souls are made alive by Chriſt, 
and he is become your Salvation. A Saint makes 
Religion his Meat and Drink. It is ene thing 
to be waiting on God in an Ordinance, and a- 
notier thing to make it your Meat and Drink. 
An Hypocrite may perform many things, and 
be large in Duty, and yet not make it his Meat 
and Drink, Fobn 4. 31, 32. His Diſciples prayed 
wi, ſaving, Maſter, eat: But he ſaid unto them, 
1 have meat to eat that you know not of, Alas, his 
Meat was to do his Father's Will: The Word 
ofChriſt,his Ordinances and Duties are Meat and 
Drink to the Believer ; I live a Lite that you do 


not know of, I have Meat and Drink that you 
0 
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do not know of, I live in doing my Father's 
Will. Saith a Believer, I live on Chriſt and 
his Word, and of all Mercies I enjoy nothing 
ſo ſweet to me as Chriſt and his Word, who is 
better to me than all outward Mercies: If it be 
fo with you, you may take comfort in this, that 
Chriſt is become your Life; where the Word of 
Grace and means of Grace is become as Meat and 
Drink to your Souls, 


Secondly, A Soul that lives Chriſt, and hath 


made Chriſt his Life, he lives above the World: 
He may have ſome Fears and Doubts : But it is 
the Deſire of a Saint to live above the things of 
the World, If ye then he riſen with Chrift, fe 
thoſe things that are ahove, where Chriſt [ateth on 
the right hand of God; ſet your tins on things 
above, and not on things on the Earth, Col. 3. 1,2. 
When I was in my natural ſtate, faith a Be- 


liever, when the World went well with me, 1. 


was mightily content ; but now I am riſen with 
Chriſt, made alive with Chriſt, now my Heart 
is ſet on ſeekiug things above; had I but Com- 
munion with Chriſt, could I but walk with 
Chriſt, live upon Chriſt, let the World gowhich 
way it will, tho I have many Fears and Diſ- 
couragements, when I have Communion with 
Crift, my Heart is above them all. O my Soul, 
what a good Day it is when thou canſt enjo 

Communion with Chri/f? The Believer lives above: 


Though many times a Soul hath his glogmy days 


in the World, when Fears furround His Faith; 
but he gets above it again. 1 

When they look above, where their Glory 
and Comfort is: Ser your affeftions on things 4 


bove, and not on things below. There is an EX 


hortation and Dehortation. Set your affetl;ons 
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en things abotre, there is the Exhortation: And 
nd on thing. below, there is the Dehortation. 
Chriſtians are often forbid, That they ſhould 
not love the World, and commanded poſitively, 
that they ſhould ſet their Heart on things 
above. Tho a Believer is many times com- 
plaining, that his Heart is too much on this 
preſent World ; but, faith a Believer, I deſire 
my Heart may be above. O that it might ne- 
ver be below again! O were it my Duty, I 
would with to be always in the Houſe of God. 
Therefore when your Heart is carried up above 
the World, you have an Intereſt in a better 

Life then this 1s below. ; 
Thirdly, To perform Duty, and to live on 
Chriſt above all Duties, is another Character of 
one that makes Chriſt his Life. They are carri- 
ed up above Duty; they pray, and yet live on 
Crit by Faith; they hear, yet live on Chrif for 
Righteouſneſs. Paul was a Man prizing Duty, 
and loving Duty as much as any Saint; preach- 
ing all night, praying night and day, preach- 
1g in Scaſon and out of Seaſon ; he was much in 
praying and faſting, yet, faith he, I count all my 
enn righteouſneſs but ling and droſs without (Hr iſt. 
It is rare Wiſdom to be a Student in the Know- 
ledge of Chrif, An exact walking Chriſtian, 
yet to live above Duty upon Chriſt. For 
one to neglect Duty, and yet profcis Chriſt, that 
is a Delufion: To profeſs Qhriſt, and live upon 
any thing below Chriſt, is Confuſion; but to 
walk circumſpectly in our Duty, and yet to 
live above all upon Chriſ, is a Character of a 

true Believer. 

Fourthly, If Chriſt is become your Lite, you 
will be diligent under all means of Grace, un- 
der 
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der thoſe means where Life is begotten and pre- 


- ferved. The hnpotent Folks lay at the Pool of 


Betheſda, waiting for the moving” of the Wa- 
ters; if ever they had healing it muſt be there. 
A Soul muſt be diligent about Chriſt's Table, 
where Crumbs fall to feed their Souls, Lke 5, 
5. And Simon 2 ſaid unto him, 0 
we have toiled all the night and have taken not hing, 
nevertheleſs at thy nord 1 will let down the Net. 
A diligent waiting at Wiſdom's Gate, a dili- 
gent hearkning when Chriſt wi peace, 

e will hear what the Lord wil enk, are the 
Words of gracious Souls. | 


Fifthly, They that have Chriſt their Life, 


Chriſt is very precious unto them. O how pre- 
cious is a Mans Life! The Devil could tell God 
Behold, Ain for Ain, and all that a man hath will 


he give for his Life. A- Man would give any. 


thing for his Life: So a Behever would give 
any thing for a Chriſt. The Devil appears be- 
fore God, What, is Fob alive? Tho' he is rob- 
bed of all, thou haſt ſpared his Life; a Man 
will give all that he hath for his Life. Saith 
Paul, I count all but dung and drofs that I may win 
Chriſt, convinced Sinners will do any thing for 
a Chriſt, part with any thing, that they might 
but know Chriſt to be theirs. When a Man 1s 
ſet on by Thieves, faith he, Take all, fo you 
fave my Life, Fob 2. 4. And Satan anſwered the 
Lord and ſaid, tin for ain, all that a Man bath 
will he give for his Life. If Fob had a thouſand 
Treaſures, all that he had ſhould go for lus Life, 
How willingly doth the Mariner unlade his 
Ship, and caſt all his rich Wares over-boerd, 
that he may preſerve that precious Jewel his 
Life? A Man will give Skin upon 8 
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328 cheiſt a Chaiftians Life, 

Gold uron Gold, Treaſure upon Treaſure, that 
be may. iav his own Life. Lt Life be at ſtake, 
and a Man vill give all the things he hath in 
the World tor it, and think he hath a good Bar- 
on. Lite is the molt precious, the moſt excel- 
ent thing in Nature. Hefter Speech to the 
King in her Petition, imports, that all other 
Loſſes might have been born, but the loſs of 
Life : She thought Liberty not worth the ask- 
ing tor, compared with Lite. Mr. Gzril on Job. 

A Chhriſtian values Qriſt above all things, 
Phil. 3. 7; What mas gain to me I count loſs, that I 
may have Chriſt ; I count all but dung and droſs for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Ori: For Chriſt 
is precious, his Love is precious, bis Offices pre- 
cious, his Perſon precious, his Promiſes are pre- 
. Elous. I would give all, fo I might have Chrif 
to be mine: When Chriſt is your Life, you 
will prize him above all. O let me have Chriſt, 
know Chriſe, that is the Sum of my Life. The 
Spouſe told the Daughters, He was the chief 
among ten thouſand. Did you ever ſee riſe pre- 
cious? Is his Blood precious? Do you long tor 
his Righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. 2. 7. To them that be- 
lieve he is precious. a 

Fifthly, If Chriſt is your Life, you will ſtudy 
Chriſt more and more. Many we ſay, are their 
own Phyſicians, they will ſtudy Phyſick, that 
they may be their own Doctors, and know how 
to apply Medicines to themſelves. - Thoſe Souls 
that know Chriſt to be their Life, they will ſtu- 
dy to know Chriſt more, that they may have a 
Remedy for every Diſeaſe of their Souls ready 
at hand, and not to be ſtrangers to that Grace 


and Mercy that helps in time of need. 
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I ſhall gow come to wind up with 2 Word of Ex _ | 
hortation. Is it ſo, that the Life of e Ze. er is 
ſuch a glorious Life? O then you Chęiſtleſs Souls, | 
cry day and night till Chriſt is become your Life; | 
it is a Life above all Lives; if once you come to hve | 

| 


Chrift, you will ſay with David, one day in thy Court 
is better than a thouſand 3 and 1 bad rather be 4 door- 
keeper in the Houſe of God, than to dwell in the Tems of 
wickedneſs. I would rather enjoy one moments time | 
with Chriſt, than all the Pleaſures of the World: It * 
is a Life above all Lives. The Happineſs of this 
World is mixt with Sorrow: You have your dead 
Flies in your ſweet Oyatment: The beſt of your 
outward Mercies are mingled with Trials and Trou- 
bles and Fears; and when you have Gain you are 
afraid of loſing it: When you have great Mercies, 
you have great Care comes in with ic; But to live 
Chrift, it is a pure Life, It is faid of Wiſdom, All 
her ways are ways of pl-aſantneſs, and all her paths 
are paths of Peace, Now the Soul that lives on 
Chriſt, what a ſweet Life, what a pure Life, what a q 
glorious Life does he live! But, laith the Sin%er, 

What ſhall 1 do? Ah Sinner, (it hath done all, . 
that thou mayeſt have all giren fen ; for in thy 1 
doing thou mayeſt be undone. Tut not may you [ 
do to make Chriſt your Life? Noth that wa do 

can move God to give Chriſt: If we think we de | 
ſerve any thing at God's hand for our domes, it is th 
way to be uudone: But though we con work £o7 
Life, we are taught to beg tor Mercy ; God will be 
enquired for thois things he treely gives, 

Firft, Go to God. and beg of him to convince 
thee of the neceſſity of Chriſt ; Go and tell the Lord 
what an undone and miſerable Wretch thou art; 
thou art poor and canſt not ſee it: Cry, Lerd, Iam 
poor, but Tam blind and miſerable ; O Lord, con- 
vince me what need I have of Chrift Jeſys ! Beg of 
nn y open thy eyes to ſce the worth and want of 

ri ou " 
Secondly, Beg the Lord to awaken thy Soul ay 

uw 
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| how ſvitable _hrift is to thy Soul: If the Lord would 
ſpea! : "aven this day, and ſay to an awakened 
Sinner, What wilt thou have Sinner? Riches and Ho- 
nours ? Wilt thou have long Life? The Sinner awake- 
ned would anſwer, No, Lord, that is not ſuitable,give 
me thy ſelf, or Iam undone 3 Oh how ſuitable is 
Chriſt to an undone Soul. 

Thirdly, Beg God to perſwade thy Heart how rea- 
dy and willing Chriſt is to entertain thee z when all is 
done, you will fink under your Burden, if you do nut 
believe the willingneſs and readineſs of Chrift to re- 
ceive you Ah poor Sinner, thou canſt not long more 
for Life and Safra: ion, than Chriſt longs to (ave thee. 

All 364i the Father giveth me ſhall come to me, and bim 
that cometh to me I will in no wife caſt ous, Joh. 6. 27. 

Fourthly, What can you do Sinner? Nothing to 
work in any way to purchaſe the Favour of God ; but 
this you may do, Wait upon the means of Grace, wait 
at Wiſdoms Gate : You do not know, Sinner, how 
foon it may be your Call, how foon Chrift may come, 
and you may hear the Voice of the Son of God, Tho' 

à a Carmal, natural Man can do nothing in matter of his 
Salvation, be may wait on God in the way of his Di- 
vine Appointments. Though Zaccheus was a Carnal 
Publican, he could get up into the Sycamore-Tree to 
fee Thrift, A poor carnal Heart may come, wait and 
hear, and beat Wiſdoms Gate: Come, get into the 
Sycamore Tree, and it may pleaſe the Lord to ſpeak 
a word to thee this day, or next day, Salvation may 
come to thy Houſe, to thy Soul. May not we liken 
many, perſons that come to hear the Goſpel, to Zacche- 
1s getting up the Tree to get a ſight of Chrift? They 
come to ſee and be ſeen, and think not what they ſhall 
meet withz they never ſee their need of Chrift, but 
Chrift comes and calls the Soul, awakens it. Sinner, 
where art thou? Where art thou geing, undone fin- 
ner? I will become thy Salvation, Luke 19. 3. Zac- 
cheus had only a mind to ſee Chrift as other perions 
had; Ard be ſought to ſee Feſus who be was, but could 


not, for le was low of Stature; and be ran 3 
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climbed up into 4 Sycamore Tree to ſee Ch iſt. And whey 
Feſus — place, be looked up and ſa lim. Chriſt 
muſt ole upon us firft z he ſaw a poor ignquant Neo- 

le runniug to ſee his Perſon, but not to believe in him 
for Salvation. Chriſt ſaid unto him, Zaccheus, make 
baſte and come down, for to day I mnſt abide at thy Houſe, 
Come to the Ordinances of God, attend there: Then, 
poor Sinner, thou are in the way, tho thou haſt no 


Intereft in Chrift, nor never heardſt this Salvation 


founding in thy Soul, ſo as to give thee comfort, tho, 
thou art looking and beholdi 


haſte and come down, for io day 1 muſt abide as thy 
Houſe, Make hafte, if Chriſt would give thy poor 
dark Soul a call this day, what haſte would you make 
to cloſe with Chriſt? There would be no deliberation. 
Zaccheus delays not, but comes down preſently 3 and 
the Lord may ſpeak in a word of Gtace, finner, This 


day I will take up my Abode.in thy Heart for ever. 
O how good it is to be ynder the means of Grace ! 


Tho' many come but to take a Nap, as Biſhop Lati- 
mer ſaith, God may catch thee napping. The Lord 
may ſpeak to thy Soul, This day I will be thy Salva- 
tion: O what joyful News would it be to a poor 
dead carnal ſinner! If the Lord ſhould this day ſpeak 
to thee, and ſay, Sinner, Iam thy Salvation. Aud be 
came down and received him joyfully z be was the beft 
Gyeſt that ever he entertained. If you had asked 
Zaccheus a little before, when he ſat at the Receipt of 
Cufiom, whether he would have parted with any 
thing for Chriſt, he would not have hearkened to 


you ; now all ſhall go for Chriſt, now, ſaith he, Lord, 


the half of my goods I give the poor, I will take Venge- 
ance on my Iniquity 3 and if I have taken any thing 


from any Man by falſe Accuſation,I reftore him four- 


fold. He came down and received bim joyfully ; Thou 
art welcome to; if I had a thouſand Worlds I could 
part with them all for Chrift, Be ſure wait at Wiſ⸗ 
doms Gate, you may hear Chrifts Voice, ſaying, I 
am become thy Salvation. f 
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there, ſeeing and - 
hearing out of cuſtom. Jefus ſaid unto him, Mate 
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332 Thziſt a Chiiffians Life. 
Fitthly, M en you are waiting, O ſend up Cries, 
as tt ad Men did when they heard Chrift 
was Coming : You have heard Chriſt preacht this 
day, can you be Rill, and not ſend up one Prayer and 
Cry to Chtift, Lord, come into my Soul? Will you go 
home with your cold Prayers, Hearts, Affections; and 
ſhall Chrift ſtand aloof off, and you ftand afar from 
Chrift, Nat. 20. 30. And bebold rwo blind men ſetting by 
way fide, when they heard that Feſus paſſed by, cryed out, 
Joying, Have mercy on us, 0 Lord thou Son of David, and 
the mitltitude rebuked them. So a Soul may ſay, I have 
a multitude within me bids me hold my Peace; a mul- 
titude of unbelicving Thoughts tell me it is too late 
for me to come to Chriſt; a multitude of Temptations 
never to pray more, a multitude rebuking my Soul; 
but the more they rebuke me, the more I will cry to 
Chriſt; the more my believing Heart cries, chriſt wil} 
rot ſave thee;the more I will cry to Chriſt to ſave me; 
the more my Temptations hid me I ſhould not pray, 
I wil! pray the more; And they cryed, Have mercy on 
ns it was mercy they wanted. Saith the Soul, the more 
1-1ptations and Uabelief beſets me, the more 1 will 
cry to Chrift to remove it; the more 1 am tempted, 
th- more I will pray, the faſter I will cleave to Chrift, 
Singets, ſend up Cries to Heaven for Chrift and Grace, 
that your Souls may live and not die. How would the 
Devil Baffle poo! ignorant Souls out of all! He would 
baiHe them out of Duties, Ordinances and Sabbaths ; 
But a Believer will not he baffled by him; and though 
the Devil, the World, aud his own Heart oppoſe him, 
he ith, Iwill make my Prayer to the God of my Lite, 
let them ſay what they will. Therefore let me beg of 
you to ſet your reſolution to cry to the Lord, and re- 
ſolve that you will not be put off without Jeſus 
Chriſt, that you may not die in your tins, and fo pe- 
riſh for ever; for the Wages of Sin is eternal Death, 
but the Gift of God is eternal Life throvgh Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, Bleſſad be Gd for Feſus Chrift, 
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